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Auckland Kingz’ Fred De Jong slides past South Melbourne’s Goran Lozanovski at Bob Jane Stadium 
last Sunday. Auckland overcame a near disaster when their plane had to return to Auckland after 20 
minutes in flight due to a faulty door. The match was delayed by two hours. But the Kingz were 
obviously not fazed by the trauma recording an impressive 3-1 win over the champions severely denting 
South’s title aspirations. 


By Vince Battiato 


Association (PFA) jeopardised the registration of Northern Spirit's Italian 
port Nicola Berti, 

The PFA went ahead and released the statement it seems with no authority from the club 
or players in question, 

The question of eligibility is centred around six players of the Northern Spirit who have 
made claims for payment.to the club. 

“This is not about wages payable,” said Spirit media officer David Mason 

The Northem Spirit has a unique contract system which means that pliyers still receive 
payments (wages and win banuses) whilst injured. Each contract is negotiated individually 
and depends on whether the injury was sustained during a game or in training 

Tony Perinich is s perfect example, Perinich didn’t play at all last season yet received 
all wages and bonuses.according to Mason. 

Four of the players involved are junior players and there is # question of what consti- 
tutes the minimum wage. 

“If you train four times a week, then you must be on the minimum wage ($20 000),” 
said Mason. 

“If the players are owed money then they have'a right to chase it, but what has that got 
to do with Nicola Berti,” he said. 

The Norther Spirit has 31 registered players, more than any other club, 

The reason is that Graham Amold preferred to adopt a system of apprentices so that 
young players are not lost to the club. This whole saga has put the apprentice program in 
jeopardy. 

“Matt Langdon, Paul Henderson, Daniel Watkins, Jack Sobezyk and Adam Griffiths all 
came to the club as apprentices.” said 


A n untimely media release fast week by the Australian Professional Footballers 


“Look ut these guys now, If we had to 
pay every apprentice the minimum then 
we'd just scrap the program. 

“But these players are testament to the 
fact that it (apprentice. program) works, 

“The program made sure these guys 
were around and now they have a future.” 
he ended 

It seems the PFA saw ample leverage to 
Voice its concers on the back of the sign- 
ing of a high profile player. 

Would it (PFA) have voiced its concems 
the same way if the player was unknown? 

The National Soccer League expressed 
concer but released a staternent reassuring 
Northern Spirit fans that they would see 

Nicola Berti will be registered when 
official clearance from the Spanish 
Football Association arrives at Northern 
Spirit: 

Clearance is expected within days. 
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atildas stars Anissa Tann- 
Darby and Julie Murray 
will help launch the NSW 


Women’s Super and State Leagues 
next week at North Sydney Oval. 

Anissa and Julie are two of five New 
South Wales players who have recently 
been selected as part of the 20 strong 
Olympic Athlete Program (OAP) 
Squad based at the ATS in Canberra. 

The three other NSW players are 
Kelly Golebiowski (Sydney), Bridgette 
Starr (Newcastle) and Heather Garriock 
(Liverpool). 

First selected for the Australian 
Team in 1986, Anissa Tann-Darby was 
Australian Captain from 1991-94 and 
played in the Women’s World Cups in 
Sweden (1995) and USA (1999). 
Australia’s highest capped player, she 
became the first Australian woman to 
reach the milestone of 50 caps in 1997 
in a game against Finland. 

Anissa has won several National 
Senior Championships as a member of 
the NSW State Team and her previous 
Clubs include Marconi, Melita and St 
George. 

Anissa is also to be recognised by 
having a Street named after her in the 


e’ve all heard about locust 
plagues, but this is ridice- 
lous. Heidelberg 

United’s first home match in round two 
was moved to its opponent’s patch at 
Green Gully from Monday night to 
Sunday, because pigeons had picked the 
seeds from the Olympic Village ground. 

But its feathered woes began after 
last Christmas when rains tempt- 
ed crows to swoop down on 
the soaked pitch and ravage 
the resident worm popula- 
tion, ruining the pitch in the 
process. 

Other sporting 
grounds in the area have 
suffered similar damage and 
the local council has come to the rescue 
by seeding the fields, however, much to 
the delight of the resident pigeon popula- 
tion. 


PORT WIN LATE GAME 


ort Melbourne Sharks beat 

Bentleigh Greens 1-0 at home in 

round one last Monday week, 
adding lustre to the launching of their 
new floodlights at Anderson Reserve. 

New signing Damon Collina, from the 
Melbourne Knights and formerly of 
Bulleen, struck the winner after eight min- 
utes. 

Collina was among Port’s best players. 
Only three players of last season's first 
eleven appeared on the team sheet for the 
opening match John Paul Knezevic, John 
Pappas and midfielder Nick Tsaltas were 
the lone survivors. 

Newcomers, apart from Collina, were 
‘keeper Chris Roche (from South 
Dandenong after a brief spell at South 
Melbourne), Serdar Pir (Carlton), George 


BIRDS EAT PITCH 


MATILDAS TO LAUNCH 
WOMEN’S SUPER LEAGUE 


Sydney Suburb of Glenwood, the 
‘Tann-Darby Court’. 

Julie Murray made her full interna- 
tional debut in December 1987, aged 
17, against Hong Kong. A world -class 
striker, who was recently invited to play 
in a number of exhibition games in the 
USA as part of a World XI, Julie is the 
third highest capped Australian player 
and has also represented Australia in 
softball at all levels. Like Anissa she 
has been a member of successful NSW 
teams and her previous Clubs include 
Sydney Olympic, Sydney Cosmos and 
Eastern Suburbs. 

The NSW Women’s Super and State 
League consists of teams from all over 
NSW and there will be playing repre- 
sentatives from all Clubs present at the 
Jaunch. 

The launch will take place on 
Wednesday 16 February in the Mollie 
Dive Stand of North Sydney Oval from 
12 noon-1.30pm. 

The League will kick-off on Friday 
18 February, 7.30pm at the State Soccer 
Centre, Valentine Park between last 
years Grand Finalists, Glenwood Park 
and Marconi. . 


The Bergers have been forced to train 
on a ground near LaTrobe University, 
because of its pitch problems and will 
need to postpone matches. 

Although the council has now put new 
top soil on the ground to try and rectify 
the mess, it is believed the surface won't 
be playable for another month. 

That means Heidelberg’s next home 
match against Fawkner, in round 
four on February 28, may need 

to be moved to Smith Reserve 
at Jukes Road. 
“Our surface isn't up to it 

(playing) at the moment,” 

Heidelberg president Elias 

Deliyannis said. “Substantial 
damage was done by the crows and the 
council resurfaced some patches. But the 
pigeons got to it. The ground may not be 
ready for our home match against 
Fawkner,” he said. 


Papadopoulos (Northcote City), Sam 
Poutakidis, Zlatko Mihajlovic and Sash 
Nicolic (all from Springvale White 
Eagles) and Nebojsa Vurosavljevic (from 
Hobart Olympic). 

Player coach Peter Tsolakis came on 
with 12 minutes to go for his first appear- 
ance since suffering a serious knee injury 
more than a year ago. He was delighted 
with the win. 

“It’s a good first-up win. But we won't 
get carried away, We haven’t set ourselves 
major goals apart from being competitive 
every game. We’ll try and win our home 
games and pinch a point away. Apart from 
that, we’re not thinking about a champi- 


onship or anything. It’s still early days,” ” 


Tsolakis said. 


CAN YOU STUMP 
THE ABSW EDITOR? 


Send any question relating to 
any aspect of Australian or 
world soccer and ... 


WIN! WIN! WIN! 


Win a copy of the soccer video of your choice 


SEE PaGE 21 For DETAILS 


ABSW (8) 


OUR NATIONS TOURNAMEN 


(In Chile) 


AUSTRALIA DOING IT TOUGH 


Dominating Aussies have no luck 


Chile 2 Australia 1 


ustralia went down 2-1 to host nation 

Chile, in the first round of matches of the 

Four Nation Tournament in Valparaiso, 
Chile. 

Steve Corica levelled the score at 1-1 in the 15th 
minute of the game after Chile took the lead at the 
fifth minute mark, but a late penalty secured the 
points for the home team. 

The LG Socceroos also had defender Jason Van 
Blerk sent off 20 minutes from full-time. 

LG Socceroos team line-up: Mark Schwarzer, 
Shaun Murphy, Jason Van Blerk, Luke Casserly, 
Hayden Foxe, Paul Okon (c), Josip Skoko, Craig 
Foster (Kasey Wehrman 65), Danny Tiatto 
(Stephen Laybutt 75), Steve Corica (Scott 
Chipperfield 83), Paul Agostino (David Zdrilic 70). 

Yellow Cards: Paul Okon 30, Craig Foster 60, 
Paul Agostino 70, Mark Schwarzer 89. 

Red Card: Jason van Blerk 68. 

Injuries: Danny Tiatto (swollen achilles). 

Venue: Valparaiso, Chile. 

Crowd: 12,000 (circa). 


Luke Casserly: Exceilent match. 


MARC ONI 


STALLIONS 


GATES OPEN 


MATCH DAY SPONSOR SOUTHCORP WINES 


REF SYDNEY 2000 
UBD PAGE 228 C9 


Vs 


SUNDAY 20 FEB 2000 


Slovakia 0 Australia 0 


ustralia fought out a 0-0 draw with 
As in the second round of matches of 

the Four Nation Soccer Tournament being 
played in Valparaiso, Chile. 

The LG Socceroos dominated the match which was 
played in blustery conditions, but were unable to put 
the finishing touch on several scoring opportunities, 

Coach Frank Farina was happy with the team’s per- 
formance, coming on the heels of the tough game 
agaisnt Chile just three days earlier. 

“T was very pleased with the way we played out 
there today, and I suppose the only thing that I’m dis- 
appointed with is that we didn’t get the win, because I 
really felt we deserved it to be honest. 

“Overall we dominated the game, the Slovakians 
virtually sat behind the ball for the entire match and 
their game plan seemed to be to try and catch us on the 
break, which never eventuated. 

“Towards the end of the game we had 2-3 really 
good chances, Pablo Cardozo had a great strike which 
the keeper parried for a comer and then another one 
two mintues later which just hit the keeper’s arm. 

“The conditions were particularly windy and that 


had its bearing on the game, but I’m really happy with 
the way the boys backed up.” 
LG Socceroos team line-up: Mark 
Shaun Murphy, 
Stephen Laybutt, 
Luke Casserly, 
Hayden Foxe, Paul 
Okon (c), Josip 
Skoko, Kasey 
Wehrman (Brad 
Maloney 71), Scott 
Chipperfield (Pablo 
Cardozo 80), Steve 
Corica, David Zédrilic. 
Yellow Cards: 
Shaun Murphy 5, Steve Frank Farina: Happy. 
Corica 14. 
Venue: Valparaiso, Chile. 


Next Game: Vs Bulgana, with kick-off 
at 10am Wednesday 16th February AEST. 


YDNE 
UNITED 


KICK OFF 
6PM 
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MARCONI STADIUM, MARCONI PLAZA BOSSLEY PARK PH 9823 2222 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


SEEMS that clubs from 

the Land Of The Toyota 

have over recent years taken 

a great liking to Australian 

weather about this time of 

year, especially in South 
Australia. 

For the past five years, 
with prevailing severe 
wintery conditions freezing 
over most of Japan this time 
of year, clubs from the J- 
League have wisely elected 
to fly their squads into 
Australia to do their pre- 
season training. 

This year is no different. 

No less than three teams, _ 
as from this week, fly into 
Adelaide for gruelling pre- 
season training, 

Flying into South 
Australia as from yesterday 
(Monday), are: Consadole 
Sapporo (Feb 14). 

Verdy Kawasaki (Feb 
15th).- 

San Frecce Hiroshima-( 
Head coach Eddie Thomsom 
Feb 21. i 

This will be the third time" 
that Thomson’s Hiroshima 
squad has come to Adelaide. . 
for pre-season. 

Each club has an 
entourage of 40 players, 
coaches, trainers plus their 
Club media personnel, 

Whilst in Adelaide, the 
Japanese teams have blue- 


Eddie Thomson: lead 
Hiroshima. 


printed no less than seven 
friendly hit-outs between 
themselves including a game 
against Adelaide City plus 
three against the South 
Australian team, 

The Japanese will base 
their training camps at 
Hindmarsh Stadium, 
Camden Sportsfield and The 
Parks Community Centre. 

The Japanese 
administrators have been 
most impressed with the 
massively remodelled 
Hindmarsh Stadium, 

In fact, Japan’s biggest 
television network-Nippon 
Television- will accompany 
one of the J-League teams to 
Adelaide and. film a 
documentary on Hindmarsh 
Stadium, the training camps 
plus South Australia to be 
aired back in Japan. 

South Australia which 
today produces 1,2 million 
bottles per week of some of 
the world’s finest wines, has 
over recent years received 


extensive and most 
favourable exposure back in 
Japan. 

0600 


USTRALIAN SOCCER 

rely hits the headlines, 

and when it does, invariably 

it’s for all the negative or 
scandalous reasons, 

Recently, unsavoury Soccer 
stories broke through the 
media about a former Soccer 
Australia Commissioner 
having wrongfully used his 
old and non-cancelled Soccer 
Australia credit card for 
Private expenses, plus the 
illegal use of a mobile phone 
belonging to Soccer Australia, 
also for personal use, months 
after having resigned from his 
Official position. 

Well here we go again. 

This time far more serious 
allegations ate about to break 
about a Soccer club 
administrator. 

Next month a leading club 
official is to appear in court, to 
face charges of extorting club 
funds through various and 
devious means. 

Great shame, Real shame. 

eeee 

YDNEY OLYMPIC 

tomorrow night plays a 
friendly match against 
Sutherland at Seymour 
Shaw Park. 

Kick off has been set 
down for 7pm with Adult 
admission $2:00. 

Held last Sunday night to 
a 2-2 draw by the visiting 


coach of San Frecce 


& 


face Wollongong this 
Sunday at Brandon Park. 

Meanwhile the Olympic 
squad last . Thursday 
morning paid a goodwill 
visit to the Sydney 
Children’s Hospital at 
Randwick. 

Players included on the 
visit were captain Peter 
Tsekenis, goalkeeper Jimmy 
Kourtis, Brett Emerton, 
Gabriel (‘Chi Chi’) Mendez 
and Marcus Phillips, 

ese 
OLLONGONG 
WOLVES’ players 
making their debut for the 
Club, seemingly strike 
immediate luck in their very 
first game. 


players, but many have also 
been ‘conceded’ by some 
unhappy players of the 
market, 

One particular small 
company that is involved in 
Australian Soccer, (as a 
sponsor that is), has its own 
shares listed on the 
Exchange which are 
currently valued between 


SUMBRD 


Stuart Young: Wollongong’s experienced English 
import striker. 


Sterling English striker 
Stuart Young, earlier this 
season in his first match for 
the Wolves scored a goal. 

Last Sunday, in his debut 
for the Wolves, right 
midfielder and ex Auckland 
Kingz Dino Mennillo, scored 
the opening goal of the match 
in the 12th minute. Both 
players made their debuts at 
Belmore Sports Ground and 
obviously both scored against 
Sydney Olympic. 

SOHC 


VER THE past almost 
two years, many Soccer 


Gabriel (‘Chi Chi’) Mendez: Olympic’s wizard 


playmaker. 


Wollongong Wolves, coach 
Branko Culina desires this 
hit-out to give his playmaker 
Gabriel Mendez an urgently 
needed gallop. 

Mendez missed last 
Sunday’s match against 
Wollongong through serving 
a suspension. 

The League leaders again 


players and supporters, 
together with almost half of 
the nation, have gone crazy 
by investing their cash in 


buying and selling shares on 
the Australian Stock 
Exchange, 


As usual many ‘goals’ 
over the past few months 
have been ‘scored’ by happy 


65¢ to 68c. 

In the last couple of 
weeks, the good oil, (no pun 
intended), was, that this 
particular little Company 
was going to make two 
favourable announcements 
to the market, 

The first announcement 
was already made a couple 
of weeks ago which saw that 
Company’s shares quickly 
shoot up to 80c, but since 
then they have slowly drifted 
back down to around the 65c 
level. 

The second announce- 
ment which is still pending, 
is expected to be made 
sometime in the near future. 

Once this announcement 
is made, certain market 
experts anticipate that the 
Company’s shares will 
‘shoot’ towards the $2:00 
mark to score a big ‘goal’ 
for many investors, some 
Soccer fans included. 

One particular investor, 
(not a Soccer fan), and 
already loaded up to the hilt 
with this smouldering stock, 
has already pencilled in an 
$8:00 value on the shares, 

And he ain’t kidding. 

8060 

AST SUNDAY afternoon 

fat Belmore Sports Ground. 
which just happens to be 
situated adjacently to some 
railway tracks, saw a city 
bound train with six carriages, 
come to a grinding halt at 5.35 
pm and conveniently ‘park’ 
just behind the Wollongong 
Wolves’ goals. 

The train driver from 
within his cabin just sat there 
watching the match in 
progress between Sydney 
Olympic and the Wollongong 
Wolves. 

Having already missed 
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seeing Dino Mennillo and 
Brett Emerton who were both 
on track scoring their goals for 
the Wolves and Olympic 
respectively, and with no 
further goals even looking 
likely to be scored before 
halftime, the train driver after 
almost four minutes of 


Brett Emerton: Failed to 
score again whilst the 
train was in. 


deliberation, dropped his 
brakes and shunted off down 
the line towards his ultimate 
destination. 
e00e 

DELAIDE CITY last 

Saturday night in the 
match at Parramatta 
Stadium against the 
Parramatta Power, came out 
wearing their traditional 
‘Black and White’ shirt but 
not their traditional black 
shorts. 

Instead of the black 
shorts Zoran Matic’s players 
were forced to wear their 
new extra baggy white 
shorts which looked hideous, 

In fact in the slight breeze 
the baggies, which dropped 
down to the knees, ballooned 
out like spinnakers making 
the players look alarmingly 
overweight. 


eee 
ANCHESTER 
UNITED’s long term 
association with major 
Sponsor, Japan’s electronics 
giant, ‘Sharp’, comes to and 
end on May 3ist. 


Zoran Matic: Adelaide 
City’s coach. 


As from June Ist, the 
mighty Manchester United 
team will be sponsored by 
telecommunications carrier, 
‘Vodafone’. 

United has signed up 
‘Vodafone’ as new major 
sponsors in a four year mega 
deal that will ring up $77 
million in cash that should 
keep the current Treble 
Champions most mobile. 

‘Vodafone’ as from June, 
will offer United supporters 
mobile phones and wireless 
Internet services which can 
access text and audio news 
directly transmitted from the 
Club. 


The giant ‘Vodafone’ has 
almost 43 million customers 
on a global basis. 

ee00 
STAR GOALSCOR- 
NG midfielder in the 
NSL could be parting 
company with his current 
club come the end of this 
season. 

No, it’s not the player 
actually wanting to leave 
and go seeking for more 
money offered elsewhere. 

The truth of the matter is 
that his own Club has had 
nothing but trouble with 
their midfielder all season. 

And it’s nothing to do 
with the coach, who in fact 
idolises his midfielder. 

His coach in fact, stated to 
‘Good Oil’: “His own eyes 
are inside the ball and he 
can do whatever he wants 


Rd 

OHN BUONAVOGLIA, 

Newcastle Breakers’ most 
mobile striker, is expected this 
week to be offered new 
extended contract terms to 
sign to ensure he'll be 
cemented in Newcastle over 
the next five years. 

The small Buonavoglia, the 
player who Breakers’ coach 
Lee Sterrey has saddled with 
the name ‘Jockey’, comes out 
of contract at the end of this 
season. 

But the eager Sterrey wants 
to further harness the ‘Jockey’ 
from now by riding him into a 
new contract to keep him 
corralled within the Breakers’ 
stable. 

The ‘Jockey’ over recent 
weeks has raced up the 
goalscoring charts and having 
cracked in yet another two 


David Beckham: United’s lethal right midfielder. 


with it. 


“He is a marvellous 


player,” ended the coach. 


The problems arising with 
the player in question, 
relates to a multitude of 
personal sponsorships, 

Any sponsorships that 
this Club has signed up, 
their forever smiling 
midfielder has a string of 
personal sponsorships that 
are on direct collision course 
with those acquired by the 
Club. 

“He’s nothing but a 
walking bank and it’s been 
an absolute nightmare for us 
all season”, stated the Club’s 


John (‘the Jockey’) Buonavoglia: Newcastle's star 


goals last Friday night against 
the Northern Spirit (one in 
each ‘innings’) Buonavoglia 
has now galloped into the 
thoroughbreds’ top 
goalscorers bracket with a 
tally of 10 goals, just three 
behind the League’s ace 
scorer, Pablo Cardozo. 

With still some 13 games 
left to play as they turn into 
the straight towards the 
finishing post, the race for 
goals should really heat up. 


Unquestionably, _ the 


dynamic little goalscorer owes 
heaps to his intelligent strike- 
partner Andy Harper. 

The unselfish Harper with 


4 


striker. 


spokesman to ‘Good Oil’ 
last week. 

Meanwhile the happy-go- 
lucky midfielder seems to 
get happier with every week 
that goes by. 


his vast experience, excellent 
vision and intelligently timed 
service, have combined on 
numerous occasions to 
engineer Buonavoglia into 


scoring opportunities. 


OLYMPIC GAMES 


2000 SQUAD 
MEMBER 


Profile N° 157 


KASEY WEHRMAN 


a 


August 16, 1977, 
Cloncurry. Qld. 
Brisbane Strikers. 
Perth Glory. 
Central midfielder. 
‘Kase’. 

Fulltime player. 
Work-rate and 
vision. 

Most Difficult Opponent: Players who cheat. 
Most Impressive Local Player: Paul Trimboli. 
Favourite Overseas Player: Zinedine Zidane. 
Favourite Overseas Club: Middlesbrough 
What Qualities Make For A Good Coach: An 
ability to relate well to all of his players. 
Honours: 1997 League Championship with 
Brisbane Strikers, Under 20s World Youth 
Championships in Malaysia, Olympic and 
Senior Squad. 

Ambitions For 2000: —_—- Hope to win League 
championship with Perth Glory and a Gold 
Medal for Australia at the coming Olympics. 
Most Memorable Moment: Winning Leaque 
championship with Brisbane and playing 
against Manchester United. 

Most Regrettable Moment: None really, so far. 
Hobbies Outside Soccer: Fishing and going 
to the movies, 

Best Goal You've Seen Scored: Maradona’s 
World Cup 1986 vs England. 

Favourite Food: Curried sausages vegies and 
: “tice. 

Red cordial. 


Current Position: 
Nickname: 
Occupation: 


Best Aspect Of Your Game: 


Favourite Drink: 
Car You Drive: Jeep Wrangler. 
Favourite T.V. Show: ‘Just Shoot Me’ 
T.V. Show You Refuse To Watch: ° Star Trek. 
Favourite Movie: Rocky 1 to V. 
Favourite Actor-Actress: Sylvester Stallone, 
Julia Roberts. 
R&B. 

Heavy Metal. 

Nick Meredith 
(Brisbane Strikers.) 
Players that don’t take training 
seriously. 

Person You Would Like To Meet: The Great 
Don Bradman. 


Preferred Music: 
Least Preferred Music: 
Favourite Comedian: 


Pet Hates: 


By John Economos 


The Good Oil... 


Meanwhile the Breakers’ 
away match against the 
Auckland Kingz this week- 
end, has been switched from 
Friday to Saturday night. 

As well, the venue for this 
match has also been changed, 
now to be played at Westpac 
Trust Stadium in Wellington. 

This switch of venues has 
caused vast headaches for the 
Travel Agents at Newcastle 
who are handling the 
bookings for some 500 
Novocastrian fans that will be 
travelling with their team. 

The Newcastle side will 
meet the Kingz in Wellington, 
and not in Auckland as 
originally had been scheduled 
at the start of the season. 

eeee 


ONG KI KIM, Adelaide 

City’s South Korean 
utility defender has 
completed his first ‘hat- 
trick’ but is far from being 
in celebrating mood. 

And no wonder. 

In fact Kim over recent 
weeks, whilst quietly driving 
around on the wonderfully 
wide streets of the very 
pleasant city of Adelaide, 
and just minding his own 
business, became involved in 
no less than three 
consecutive car accidents, 

Making matters even 
much worse for Kim to 
digest, on all three occasions 
it was he who was hit from 
behind by three different 
drivers on three different 
occasions, 

Kim’s car has now had 
more hits than Elvis Presley. 

Today, (and who could 
blame him), Kim refuses to 
again drive his jinxed car. 

‘Good Oil’ has been 
informed that the Seuth 
Korean defender is in the 
market to buy another 
yehicle. 

With rear bull-bars. 
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AUL BLANCO, 
ustralia’s Olympic 
coach is getting itchy feet 
desperately wanting and 
waiting for many more 
sparring partners for his 

Olympic squad. 

Seeing some ruthless 
results flooding in from 
Olympic qualifiers from 
across the globe, Blanco’s 
serious concerns are most 
understandable. 

The forever rapidly 
improving Japan has already 
qualified for Sydney. 

The South Koreans are 
almost there having played 
more than 72 games in their 
preparation over almost two 
years. 

With almost 31 weeks left 
before the Olympic flame 
finally ignites the Games at 
Sydney’s Olympic Stadium, 
the pressure is rapidly firing 
up within Blanco’s mind, 

Last week Blanco could 
not help but take great notice 
when he saw Brazil’s 
dynamic and hungry Olympic 
team completely annihilate 
Colombia with a ruthless 9-0 
scoreline. 

Even more disturbing was 
the fact that the crack 
Colombians had without 
mercy walloped Chile 5-1 in 
another qualifier. 

Yet the Chileans recoiled 
to knock out the. highly 
favoured Argentina and thus 


qualify for the Sydney Games, 

Blanco needs games and 
heaps of them prior to 
September 13th at the M.C.G. 

Yet Frank Farina’s so- 
called Australian ‘senior 
team’, (not our Olympic side), 
but virtually with a 
meaningless squad, is 
currently in Chile competing 
in a Four Nation Tournament 
where Australia has lost 2-1 to 
Chile and drawn 0-0 with 
Slovakia. 

As the Late Professor 
Julius Sumner Miller would 
laconically ask; “Why is this 
so?” 


Raul Blanco: Australia’s 
Olympic and most 
concerned coach. 


eeee 

ARCONI's Youth 
Mis of 18, flies out of 
Sydney tomorrow 
(Wednesday), bound for 
Italy, Viareggio in fact, 
where they will for the fifth 
consecutive year participate 
in Europe’s most prestigious 
Under 20s tournament, 

The Viareggio 
Tournament has been 
staged annually over the 
past 51 years, a tournament 
that has spawned and 
launched the careers of 
many of Europe’s top class 
players. 

World Cup stars such as 
Zyonimir Boban, 
Alessandro Del Piero, Paolo 
Rossi have all played in 
years gone by at Viareggio. 

Australians that have 
played at Viareggio many 
years ago include former 
Sydaey Olympic sweeper 
Kenny Wilson and current 
Perth Glory striker Alistair 
Edwards, 


Wilson first, then years 
later Edwards, had 
represented the mighty 
Glasgow Rangers Youth 
team at Viareggio, 

This season 40 teams 
from 12 nations will 
compete in the Tournament, 

Marconi’s Youth team 
coach Jean Paul De 
Marigny will lead his squad 
into battle where Marconi 
has been bracketted in 
Group Four together with 
Brazil’s Campinas F.C., 
Italian sides S.S.Napoli and 
A.C, Perugia. 

Making the trip with the 
Marconi Youth squad to 
Italy will be former 
Australian Youth coach Les 
Scheinflug, 


In a bold bid to bolster 
Marconi’s chances of 
qualifying for the second 
round of the tournament, 
the Club has decided to 
release their NSL’s first 
team star 18-year-old 
goalkeeper, Michael 
Turnbull to also make the 
trip te Viareggio, 


Michael Turnbull: 
Marconi’s teenaged 
goalkeeper off to Italy. 


Turnbull will thus miss 
Marconi’s next two NSL 
games, the first being this 
Sunday at home to visiting 
Sydney United. 

Also travelling to 
Viareggio as a special guest 
player for Marconi, is 
Sydney United’s central 
defender Eddy Bosnar. 

eeee 

RRAMATTA 
POWER’s towering star 
goalkeeper Andrew Crews has 
had surgery done to his 
damaged right shoulder but 
expects to be back in full 

training within a fortnight. 

Tn the meantime ‘Crewsy’ 
has been doing weights in the 


gym. 


Andrew Crews: On the 
road to recovery. 


The eager Crews has also 
started jogging, but has been 
advised to keep away from 
diving for balls for a little 


while longer. 
Andrew originally 
expected to make his 


comeback for the Power on 
Friday week against the 
Brisbane Strikers, but this 
may have to be delayed a 
little. 
eeee 
ARCONI’s home 
atch against the 
Perth Glory on Easter 
Saturday April 22, has been 
brought forward by 24 
hours to Good Friday April 
21, 
Kick off time for the main 
game has been set for 


6.00pm, 
eeee 
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OLYMPIC GAMES 
2000 SQUAD 
MEMBER 


Profile N° 156 


EDDY BOSNAR 


Date Of Birth: 
Birthplace: 
Previous Clubs: 


29th April, 1980. 
Sydney. 
Newcastle, A.1.S., 
Northem Spirtt. 
Sydney United. 
Sweeper. 


Current Club: 

Current Position: 
Nickname: ‘Boze’. 
Occupation: Semi-pro player. 
Best Aspect Of Your Game:Long-ball passing 
and tight tackler. 

Most Difficult Opponent: francis Awaritefe. 
Most Impressive Local Player: Con Boutsianis. 
Favourite Overseas Player: = Mark Viduka. 
Favourite Overseas Club: Real Madrid. 

What Qualities Make For A Good Coach: 

Expresses himself well and easily in what he 
has to say and to be easy to listen to both on 
and off the pitch. 
Under 17s, Under 20s, 
Olympic Squad. 
Ambitions For 2000: _‘To finish as best as 
possible on the League ladder with United and 
to do well enough to be able to get into the 
final Olympics squad. 

Most Memorable Moment: _‘ Playing my first 
match in the NSL with Newcastle Breakers 
against the Brisbane Strikers. 

Most Kegrettable Moment: Not finishing 
school. I should have finished in a better 
manner. 

Hobbies Outside Soccer: Tennis, Swimming. 
Best Goal You've Seen Scored: Maradona’s 
1986 World Cup against England. 

Favourite Food: Pasta. 
Favourite Drink: Lemon squash. 
Car You Drive: Hyundai Excel. 
Favourite T.V. Show: World Soccer on SBS. 
T.V. Show You Refuse To Watch:None really. 
Favourite Movie: Boys In The Hood. 
Favourite Actor-Actress: Bruce Willis. 
Preferred Music: Anything. 
Least Preferred Music: None. 
Favourite Comedian: Nelson—The Australian 
team’s gear steward. 

Players who do not work hard in 
the game and losing matches. 
Person You Would Like To Meet: Dennis 
Rodman. 


Honours: 


Pet Hates: 


By John Economos 
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Y T ictorian Premier League club 
Port Melbourne turned on 
new floodlights at its 

Anderson Reserve ground last week. 
Victoria's deputy premier and local 

assembly member, John Thwaites 

switched on the lights amid Victoria’s 
crippling power dispute, prompting 
questions when “the air-conditioning 
could be turned on” as guests melted in 
30-plus degrees heat. 

Anderson Reserve, home of the 

Sharks, required a facelift,’since it will 

be one of several Olympic training 


grounds in Melboume, for visiting soc- 
cer nations come September. 
Melbourne will host men’s and 
women’s Olympic soccer at the MCG 
from September 13 to 26. 

Manager of culture and recreational 
services, Allan Gatiss, of the City of 
Port Phillip, where the club resides, 
handed over the key to the light box to 
Port Melbourne general manager Phil 
Diamantaris, who in turn invited 
Thwaites to turn the switch. 

Combined grants of $150,000, pro- 
vided fify-fifty by the State govern- 
ment and City of Pert Phillip, have 
ensured an excellent playing surface 


months to complete. 


lights and general maintenance. 


BENTLEIGH GO 
SOUTH AMERICAN 


ByE Bert van Bedaf 


entleigh Greens have turned to South America 
for a third time to spot exceptional talent in its 


bid to win a VPL title. 


Following in the footsteps of Alex Moreira (now with 
Carlton) and Juan Nilo (Gippsland Falcons), comes Diego 


Gavazzi. 


The Greens trail has travelled from Brazil (Moreira) to 
Chile (Nilo) to Argentina, where Gavazzi began as a youth 


with River Plate in Buenos Aires. 


A playmaker or midfielder, the 25-year-old was spotted 
by Bentleigh’s assistant coach George Calomino, whose 
regular trips to South America also unearthed the previous 


two ball jugglers. 


Gavazzi has played in Isreal and Chile, but said via the 
excellent interpreting skills of Bentleigh coach Harry 
Chitkitis that he was “happy to be in Australia”. The club 
received his clearance from Gavazzi’s former club Linares 
and included him for his first VPL match against Fawkner 


last Sunday. 


The Greens are gearing up for a big year, making the 
top three of the VPL and possibly clinch the title to launch 
their bigger bid for a place in the second division of the 


national league. 


“We want to try and win the championship and hopeful- 
ly go into the (NSL) second division,” Chalkitis said. 

The Greens are also waiting on Will Hastie to join them 
from the Falcons and Nilo may be returning to them, hav- 


ing had a goalless run in the NSL so far. 


Newcomers at Bentleigh are David Breslin (Kingston) 
and Sash Markovski (Westvale, also ex-Sunshine and 


Preston). 


Alex Moreira: Former Bentleigh boy. 


FAWKNER SIGN FOUR 


ith Ken Murphy con- 
tinuing as coach, 
Fawkner has signed 


four new players in the off-sea- 
son. 
It gained Agim Sherifovski and 


Robert Stojcevski from Bulleen 
as well as Peno Lucci from Italy, 
where he played in the fourth 
division. Alex Stefanovic 
returned to the Blues from 
Westgate. 
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and SOCOG approved lighting. The 
ground upgrading project took 12 


“Tt included the playing surface, the 


Basically, we augmented the exist- 


PORT TURN ON THE LIGHTS 


ing lights, who now exceed SOCOG 
(the Sydney Organising Committee of 
the Olympic Games) requirements,” 
Gatiss said. 

“The SOCOG specifications called 
for 300 lux (measure of luminosity) 
and the lights at Anderson Reserve are 
315 lux. They also more than double 
the requirements of the Victorian 
Soccer Federation, whose specifica- 
tions demand 140 lux,” he said. 

Port Melbourne’s day has more pre- 
sents in store. Mobile phone company 
Crazy-John’s announced a $30,000 
sponsorship over two years, which will 
give the Sharks added incentive to vie 


for a place in the second division of the 
National Soccer League, expected to 
kick off in October. 

“We're very serious about a second 
division. We're going to do anything to 
get there. We're putting in a proposal 
and raising the money,” Diamantaris 
said. 

The Sharks have 12 junior teams and 
are setting up a senior women’s team, 
in addition to its existing senior men’s 
and reserves set-up, to continue the 
development of the club, which after 
four years in the Premier League has 
its aims firmly focused on a place in 
the national arena. 


VICTORIAN PREMIER 
LEAGUE TEAM PREVIEWS 


GREEN GULLY 

Defending champion Green Gully 
Cavaliers have recruited carefully, topping 
up what was already an impressive squad 
with three new players. 

In the squad are Ice Kutlesovski, from 
the Melbourne Knights, Sash Becvinovski, 
from Gippsland Falcons, and Henry 
Velkovski, from Altona Magic. 

They are players well known to coach 
Tan Dobson, who coached the Melbourne 
Knights and Altona to championships and 
Green Gully to its title last season. 

Dobson is-one of the most successful 
coaches in Victoria, vying with South 


Melbourne’s Ange Postecoglou for the 
honors. There was speculation during the 
off-season that Dobson would return to the 
Knights, but in the end he decided to stay 
at Green Gully, although the lure of an 
NSL job will always be in his blood. 

Kutlesovski joins former Knights team- 
mate Zoran Markovski at the Gully, while 
Becvinovski returns to the Cavaliers after 
stints. at Altona Magic and Gippsland 
Falcons. 

Few players have left the club. Colin 
Azzopardi joined Carlton, where he’s 
played in defence in the last three NSL 
matches. Brandon Vassallo hasn’t been so 
successful at the Knights, failing to claim a 
regular spot in the senior side. 

Goal keeper Chris Vella has gone to the 
Melbourne Raiders. Vella’s form dropped 
halfway through last season and Dobson 


| acquired Robert Brian from Springvale 


White Eagles. 

Green Gully president Charles Farrugia 
is keeping a lid on expectations, however, 
the club is aiming for back-to-back titles 
and possibly emulating its 1980s feat of 
winning three championships in a row in 


) 1981, 82 and 83 


“Of course, we want to do it again. 
We're going for back-to-back titles. 

But let's take it step by step before we 
starting thinking about a third,” a cautious 
Farrugia said. 


MORE CLUBS PREVIEWED NEXT WEEK 


ae 


HEIDELBERG 

Heidelberg United has struggled ever 
since it was axed from the NSL in 1995, but 
the mood at Olympic Village is upbeat 
towards a new approach. 

Elias Deliyannis has been club president j 
for 18 months, during which time the club 
has gained promotion and is gearing up for a 
bid to join the NSL second division in 
October. 

Soccer Australia is expected to announce 
the formation of a second division by the end 
of February. 

“We are negotiating with a private 
investor to invest $4 million in the club to 
develop (its home ground at) Olympic 
Village,” Deliyannis said. 

The Berger president said the deal 
involved “a sports management group”. 

The club will need to find a revenue 
stream, most likely a poker machine venue, 
to pay back to funds. 

On-field, the Bergers have recruited well. 
Coach Jim Pyrgoltios will start the second 
year of his two-year contract with several 
new players added to the squad. 

Team manager Angelo Koutos, who 
played for Heidelberg and in Greece, and | 
who briefly coached the Bergers two seasons 
ago, is now also a committee member. He 
expressed confidence in the club’s acquisi- 
tions. 

On board are Alfonzo Opazo from 
Sunshine, ‘keeper Manny Pappas (Fawkner), 
Mark Aretis and Jim Iliopoulos (both 
Northcote City), Cameron Brown (ex-Green 
Gully, from Westvale), and Peter Dilorio 
(Gippsland Falcons). 

Opazo scored 14 goals for Sunshine (rele- 
gated to State League) last season. “For a 
player to score 14 goals in a season in a los- 
ing side, you'll need to be good and we 
expect a lot from Opazo,” Koutos said 

Pappas will be Heidelberg’s senior ‘keeper 
with last season’s guardsman Dino 
Tsolondres to be the Bergers’ back-up. 

“We got some new players and obviously 
it will take some time to hit the right form, 
but we have a good blend of young and expe- 
rienced players to hold our own,” Koutos 
said, 
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AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 


By Bert van Bedaf 


s the “deadline” drew 
Av Soccer Australia 

has been rethinking its 
NSL reform strategy, soften- 
ing its stance towards the 
clubs and offering an olive 
branch, appearing to have 
capitulated on its reforms for 
next season. 

Soccer Australia announced 
drastic reforms, rationalisation 
and restructing before the start 
of the season to revamp the 
NSL. 

Four clubs were to be axed 
from the league to reduce the 
competition from 16 to 12 and 
stringent criteria, concerning 


financial viability, ground facili- 
ties, supporter base, marketing 
strategies, sponsorship and 
administration, will be applied 
for future admission to the 
league. 

Several clubs were quickly 
identified as likely relegation 
candidates, among them 
Canberra Cosmos, Sydney 
United and Victorian clubs 
Gippsland Falcons and 
Melbourne Knights. 

But financially challenged 
Carlton, feuding Brisbane 
Strikers, cash-strapped 
Auckland Kingz, playing in the 
NSL for the first time, were also 
not excluded from SA’s scruti- 
ny. 
Clubs in the firing line vowed 
to put up a fight, and threatened 
to turn to the courts, which is 
why Soccer Australia has 
wavered on its restructing. 

At the start of the year 
Melbourne Knights president 
Tony Karlusic rallied his support- 
ers to get behind the fight to keep 
the club in the national league. 


STICCA CALLS IT QUITS 


Basil Scarsella: Prepared to delay reforms. 


By Bert van Bedaf 


(Ci executive Lou Sticca 
announced his resignation last week 
after four years in the hot seat. 

“I have resigned as general manager of the 
Carlton Soccer Club after four fantastic years 
of involvement. My decision to do so is based 
purely on the need to seek further challenges in 
my life. My four years at Carlton have given 
me broad experience in sport and business, 
which I now want to apply elsewhere,” Sticca 
said. 

“T have a young family who have made sig- 
nificant sacrifices to allow me to follow my 
dream with Carlton, but now is the time to 
move on for their sake as well as mine. I will, 
however, take up a 
consultant role 
with the club,” he } 
said. 

Sticca has been | 
putting his enig- 
Inatic stamp on 
Melbourne soccer 
since his days at 
Brunswick United 
Juventus. His occa- 
sional emotional 
spats with the 
Melbourne soccer 
media are leg- 
endary, but his stamina and passionate style 
have also brought color and significant contri- 
butions to the local scene, 

Juventus departed from the NSL and 
returned in the 1990s as Melbourne Brunswick 
United Soccer Club and Melbourne Zebras 
only to be axed by former Soccer Australia 
chairman David Hill in the mid-nineties and 
gradually become defunct. 

By then, Sticca was already plugging away 


Lou Sticca 


with a masterplan to set up a “mainstream” 
club and turn it into a major soccer force in 
Melbourne. 

He found a receptive ear at the Carlton 
Football Club more than four years ago and the 
second alliance in Melbourne between an 
Aussie Rules club and soccer began to take 
shape. 

The first partnership between Heidelberg 
United and Collingwood FC turned into farce 
when it barely lasted out a season. But Carlton 
has so far lasted three seasons and has two 
more seasons left of its Soccer Australia fran- 
chise to prove it has made a lasting grade. 

Sticca oversaw the resignations of coach 
Eddie Krncevic (now with Marconi), chairman 
Jack Reilly, a change of ownership and the 
arrival of sports entrepreneur Peter Jess and 
new coach Stuart Munro from Gippsland 
Falcons. 

“Clubs are only as strong as their leaders and 
1 thank our inaugural chairman Jack Reilly and 
current leader Peter Jess for their leadership 
and support. I have enjoyed being a part of a 
fantastic group at Carlton as we enjoyed the 
highs and lows of professional sport,” he said. 

Sticca’s high has been seeing the Blues in 
the grand final against South Melbourne in 
their inaugural season, only to watch them lose 
with a dubious goal. But he has faith in the cur- 
rent team, which is yet to hit the kind of form 
that will get it to another grand final berth. 

“The current team led by Stuart Munro is 
more than capable of winning the NSL this sea- 
son. I have no doubt the club will go from 
strength to strength as we strive to become the 
champions of Australian soccer,” Sticca said, 

Sticca dismissed suggestions he was 
removed from his post. “It was my decision. If 
I'd been asked to go, 1 would’ve made sure J 
didn’t go,” Sticca said, confirming his robust 
exterior. 


“Predictably, the Knights 
were widely tipped to be one of 
four clubs to disappear from the 
league. We don’t shy away from 
rationalisation or reform. The 
Knights board of directors 
agrees sweeping changes are 
needed to help the game grow 
and flourish in the new millenni- 
um,” Karlusic said. 

But he reflected the general 
mood of the national teague 
clubs, when he said, “A request 
by the clubs to push back the re- 
launch (of a 12-club league) by a 
year was rejected by Soccer 
Australia. It ruled the time of 
change was now.” 

Although Soccer Australia 
was determined to push on, 
tecently SA chairman Basil 
Scarsella has been saying, he’s 
prepared to soften his position 
and delay reforms by a season, if 
the pressure from clubs proved 
overwhelming and legal chal- 
lenges loomed. 

“As it stands now the restruc- 
ture will go ahead. But the clubs 
have asked to meet and we're 


JULY 12-18 


* Everyone can be a master! Apart from the minimum 
age there are no selection criteria 


* Social functions every evening 


NSL REFORMS DELAYED 


prepared to do so. There are 
some concerns and we need to 
go through those with them. 
There could be some give and 
take,” Scarsella conceded. 

Scarsella has indicated he 
does not want to revisit the sce- 
nario of his predecessor David 
Hill and head for the courts. At 
the same time he wants the 
restructuring (now or in the 
future) to stay on the cards. 

Discussions ‘were held 
between Soccer Australia and 
the NSL league clubs over the 
weekend, during which Soccer 
Australia appears to have decid- 
ed to delay reforms by one sea- 
son with further details to be 
thrashed out at SA’s general 
annual meeting on February 26. 

Clubs have been given a 
year’s reprieve, but they are on 
notice that reforms will take 
place. All that has been achieved 
is that the pain has been post- 
poned by 12 months. As the 
commercial says, “It won’t hap- 
pen overnight. But it will hap- 
pen. 


Everyone can be a Master! 


* A week of sports action in over 30 sports for over 30’s 


* Enjoy a week at beautiful Coffs Harbour, on NSW’s mid-north coast 


* Minimum age can vary slightly from sport to sport 


Register your interest now! 


Ph 02 6658 5793 Fax 02 6658 5914 
Visit our web-site www.nswmasters.com.au 


Please be advised that the 6 A-Side Men’s 35+, 45+ & Women’s 30+ Pool Competition 
will be held on 15-16 July with semi’s & finals on 17-18 July. A presentation party will also 
be held on the 18th July 2000. 
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TOWARDS SYDNEY 2000 


LG Under-25 Goals (Vs Country) 

National Honours (other): 
0/20 - 1989 World Youth Cup finals ch a 

Number of Seasons with current 

Ciubs Played For (current piaceees 


THE LOOK FORWARD - 


to date: Scoring in the 

1998/99 National League Grand Final 
Achievement to date: == —-_- Under-21 
Player of the Year 1999 & making the Youth 
World Cup Squad for Nigeria 

Ambition: To play professionally overseas, and 
‘to play for the Olympic and Senior National 

st Teams 

Words of Advice: “If you work hard, you will 


Favourite Drink (alcoholic): Chocolate Soldier 
{a Wollongong specials} 


Favourite bgireshonss bes aoe suburb?) Amigos 
Mexican Restaurant, Wollongong 

Favourite FV Show: Dawsons Creek 
Favourite TY Character: Katie Holmes from 
Dawsons Creek 

Favourite Cartoon Character: Top Cat 


THE PEERS .. 


Favourite Overseas Player: Mark Viduka 
Favourite Overseas Team: Manchesier Utd 
Most Admired Australian (based local) 


Hardest Opponent (team) South Melbourne at 
Bob Jane Stadium 


Q: Why will the LG Under-23s 
perform well at Sydney 2000? 


A: I think that the squad contains 
a range of very good and experi- 
enced players, some of whom are 
playing overseas, and some who are 
locally based, we also have a very 
good coaching staff, and as a unit, 
we’ ye been together, on and off for a 
couple of years now, which is all 
beneficial. 

I think another great advantage 
will be that the Games are being heid 
in Australia — not only will we get 
the home crowd support, but we 
don’t have to adjust to any different 
climate, there won’t be the usual 
overseas travelling and adjustment to 
time differences etc... 


Q: How do you think Sydney 
2000 could change your life? 


A: I think there are actually two 
answers to this question. To begin 
win, my main aim is to be a part of 
the Olympic Football Squad, and so 
hopefully the hard work that I’m 
putting in will pay off. 

That should lead to my being a 
more recognized player within 
Australia, but the second part is that 
I really hope: that Sydney 2000 helps 
soccer overall, and particularly at the 
National League level, to become a 
more recognized and supported sport 
in Australia, and that again will 
change my life for the better. 


Q: How did you find the recent 
camp in Adelaide, and how was it 
different from previous Camps? 


A: The last camp was an interest- 
ing experience for me. In the end, I 
only ended up with 15 minutes of 
actual match time, but it taught me a 
few things, which I feel can only 
help in the overall scheme of things 
as I develop as a player. 

Tlearmed to be more open with the 
coaching staff and to speak to them 
more on a one-to-one basis, to see 
how I could improve my game, put 
More pressure on to be included in 
the line-ups etc. Overall, that can 
only help me in the future. 


Q: Pressure is obviously mount- 
ing, with the final squad of 18 to be 
named in around four months’ 
how are your fellow players — and 
competitors for spots starting to 
react to this? 


A: To tell you the truth, that’s 
something I haven’t really talked to 
any of the other players about. We 
all know that it’s going to be hard to 
make the final squad so we're ail just 


Olyroo file #9 


MILE STERJOVSKI 


Mile Sterjovski: Inspired by scoring. 


out there trying to do our best. 

We also know that three over-age 
players are coming in, so maybe the 
task is harder, but we have to be on 
top of our own games first, But it’s 
nothing that’s actually brought up, 
and nobody’s ever brought it up with 

e ... I’m just concentrating on try- 
ing to get myself in the squad, so 
maybe I’m just a little oblivious to it 
all. 


Q: What motivates you? 


A: Thinking about the future and 
what it could hold for me and my 
soccer ambitions. 


Q: What inspires you? 
A: Hitting the back of the net. 


Q: Jacob Burns, and now 
Stephen Laybutt are both 
Parramatta Power team-mates 
and LG U-23 team-mates — does 
it help, particularly mentally when 
you have to talk things through, 
having them around? 


A; It does help because they’re 
obviously going through the same 
thing as me. We're all pretty good 
mates so if there are any issues that I 
want to talk about, I always have 
them to turn to, and it’s great to have 
them around. 


Jake and I were both on the bench 
in Adelaide, and while it was disap- 
pointing not to be on the park we 
talked things through, applied our- 
selves to training and just got on 
with being a squad member and 
we're always talking about things 
connected with the Olympics that are 
coming up. 


Q: You are in good goal scoring 
form at the moment — is your 
position in the LG U-23 squad 
something that’s always on your 
mind, or does it just have its place 
in the overall scheme of things? 


A: In any given situation, I think 
about doing my job on the field. So, 
if I’m playing with Power, then 
that’s the focus of my attention 
because I’m concentrating on one 
job at a time — of course at the end 
of the game, I'll assess my perfor- 
mance with the Under-23 Squad in 
the back of my mind, but during the 
90 minutes, I’m focused on the game 
at hand, 


Q: How would you describe 
yourself as a player, and where 
(and why) do you fit into the LG 
U-23 Squad? 


A: I’m a fast, exciting player, 
who’s a good finisher, which of 
course is an essential part of my 


game as a striker. I’m very much a 
team player, with a high work rate, 
and an unselfish attitude on the field 
I'd say. I think that pretty much 
answers where J fit into the squad. 


Q: At 20, you’ve been at two 
senior Clubs, but under the one 
coaching staff — what kind of tips 
and advice do you get from David 
Mitchell and Lawrie McKinna 
when it comes to the National 
Team? 


A: The basic message from the 
both of them is work hard, play your 
natural game and just listen to the 
coaches, 

They’ ve (Mitchell and McKinna) 
come to understand how I play, they 
know how to treat me when it comes 
to games, and we have a very com- 
fortable relationship — they can get 
the best out of me this way. 

They’ve both helped me develop 
my game including helping me to 
understand what’s needed to become 
a professional player in more diffi- 
cult leagues overseas and play for 
the National team. Mitch, as a for- 
mer Socceroo striker with a big 
international career, is teaching me a 
lot. 


Q: Is there any particular team 
that you are looking forward to 
facing ai the Olympic Games, and 
why? 


A: No I’m not looking to one 
team in particular, I’m looking for- 
ward to the possibility of facing 
every team because every team is a 
challenge, and to get further into the 
Olympics and get the gold, we're 
going to have to face ..and beat, 
every team. 


Q: And your final words for the 
Australian public? 


A: I hope everyone is looking for- 
ward to the Olympics, and especially 
to getting behind the Australian 
Soccer Team. We’re going to be 
playing an exciting brand of football 
and with the whole country behind 
us, We can go a long way. 


Feature courtesy of Soccer 
Australia media depart- 
ment. Already profiled 
Emerton, Steven 
Laybutt, Lucas Neill, 
Michael Curcija, Nick 
Rizzo, Jacob Burns, Daniel 
Allsopp, and Tansel Baser. 


Brett 


“If you work hard, you will succee 1” 
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TWENTY THE GOAL FOR TONY 


His transfer from the Suns to Deakin is 
just another chapter in a colourful und 
often stormy career. After making gid E RRa 
his National Soccer League debut 
in the last year of Canberra City 
as an 18- year-old, Lemezina 
went on to have spells for 
Melbourne Croatia, Apia 
Leichhardt and eventually 
Canberra Cosmos, but while 
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his talent was undoubted, he a 


By Graham Cooke 


versial players of modern times, Tony 
Lemezina, hopes to score at least 20 goals 
for Canberra Deakin this season. 

“That’s a base point - I always aim for 20,” he 
said. “Last season J got 21 for Capital City Suns and 
we finished top of the league.” 

But if the goals do not come, the 32-year-old veter- 
an will not be too unhappy, as long as someone is 
finding the net. 

“With the Suns I was setting up a few for Pat 
Phommaseisy and I’m probably getting more into the 
tole of a provider now that I am older,” he said. 


O: of the ACT Premiership’s most contro- 


never seemed to have the com- 
mitment for sustained periods in 
the top flight. 

Tn the early 1990s he disappeared 


to Europe in mid-season after scoring five 
goals in one NSW Superleague game 
for Canberra Metros. He repeated 
the vanishing act, this time to 
Queensland, while contracted to 

the Suns early in the 1998 season. 
However, the man who has at 
times seemed addicted to the good 
life, says he has now settled down 
and has a regular job outside foot- 

ball as a real estate agent. 

“T’ve sold seven houses already, 
and I’ve only been at it two months,” he 
said. “What with that and football, I’m too 
busy to get to the casino and the race track 
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much any more. 

“T’m glad to be back at Deakin. It’s where ] began 
and where I want to end my career. There was a time 
a couple of years ago when I got sick of soccer, but 
winning the championship with the Suns last year 
was an inspiration - and I’ve never lost a love of scor- 
ing goals.” 

Lemezina, who once described himself as a well- 
oiled goal scoring machine, believes the machine has 
a couple of seasons left in it. 

“I intend to keep fit, look after my body and do 
everything I can to help some of the good young 
players we have at Deakin,” he said. 

“Tf you want a prediction, it’s Deakin for the top 
four and 20 goals from Lemezina.” 


FEDERATION CUP KICKS OFF 


By Graham Cooke 


onaro and Gungahlin 
Juventus will kick off the 
CT season with a Federation 


Cup group game at Bruce Stadium on 
Sunday. 

The match will be the centrepiece of an 
Olympic Open Day at Bruce - an attempt 
by the ACT Government to prove the 
money spent on upgrading the facility was 
worthwhile. 

It is probably the pick of the draw, 
which was made last week. 

Monaro is the reigning premier, but 
Juventus, which finished in mid-table in 
1999, has made a number of important 
signings, including former National 
Soccer League goalkeeper Anthony 
Ginniasca, and is expected to be one of 


Federation Cup is not compulsory for 
clubs in the second division of the pre- 
miership, and only three elected to enter, 
resulting in the difficult number of 13. 

Soccer Canberra has split the contes- 
tants into three groups of four, four and 
five. The winners of groups one and two, 
plus the winner and runner up in the five- 
team Group Three, will contest the semi- 
finals. 

The draw is: 

Group One: Canberra Olympic v 
Weston Creek Royals, Tuggeranong 
United v Capital City Suns (both games at 
Riverside 3.30pm and 5.30pm). 

Group Two: Canberra Deakin v 
University of Canberra, White Eagles v 
Burns Club (Jamison Oval 3.30pm 
and 5.30pm). 

Group Three: Monaro y 
Gungahlin Juventus (Bruce Stadium, 


SA’S “SMOKE FREE” PREMIER 
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LEAGUE SET TO FIRE 


Os aes in the first ACT Sports Minister Bill Stefaniak February 20, 2pm), Belconnen United 
round will be played on February 27 jokes with the audience while = ¥ ANU (Dcakin Oval 9.30pm). 
Because of the early start. entry tothe King the Federation Cup Draw at O’Connor Knights. 
ysstarr ene the Heritage Hotel. 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


Newcastle Breakers? At stake were not only 
three points but also the Steel City Cup 
which goes annually to one of the cities, 
known for their steel producing BHP 
company. 

Now sadly only Wollongong has a 
steelworks left but hopefully the Cup 
will last for many more years. 

Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos was not amused after 
the loss against the Breakers. In the first 
half the Wolves played brilliant, creating 
many scoring chances, however poor finish- 
ing let them down. 

The Breakers came out firing in the second half < 
after a dressing-down by coach Lee Sterrey. Their 
speed and total commitment certainly demolished the 
home side which did open up in search for the winning 
goal. 

For the fans it was exciting, fluent soccer with plenty 
of action. 

Even the Wolves Youth grade team was ‘bamboozled’ 
by the brilliant Breakers youngsters, losing 3-1 giving 
coach Stuart Beedie a ‘headache’ or two. 

Qo00 


A re the Wolves ‘jinxed’ or ‘bewitched’ by the 


he picturesque Match program for the Wolves home 
games is produced by media professional Nathan 
Simpson, congratulation on a top presentation. 
The booklet is full of interesting stories, coach’s com- 
ments, player statistics, competition tables plus colourful 
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advertising. The club can be justifiably proud of the 
excellent program which has been complemented on by 
visitors and even Soccer Australia. 
The fans do appreciate the program and the, fact that it 
is free too with thousands given out. Some NSL clubs 
don’t bother to give out a program, something Soccer 
Australia might consider when deter- 
mining next year’s criteria. 


ou 


tar Performer ready to join the 
Wolves — midfield supreme 
schemer Dino Menillo is free to sign 
with Wollongong. 
Formerly with Adelaide City and this 
year with Auckland Kingz, Menillo left 
the New Zealand club as a free agent. 
For coach Nick Theodorakopoulos the midfield 
* star could be a useful replacement for his absent 


Socceroos. 
o000 


eil Harlock — the likeable Kiwi international is 
having his second stint with the Wolves and was 
honoured recently for his 50th NSL appearance, much 
applauded by the fans. 
O00 


Hawarra Soccer First Division club South Coast 

United is running the annual Austral Bricks night tour- 
nament, played on Wednesday nights at Sir lan 
McLennan Park, an excellent ground. 

Local teams entered are Port Kembla, Cringila Lions, 
Fernhill, Bulli and Western Suburbs besides the home 
team, 


By Allan Crisp 
Or Australia’s “Smoke Free” 


Premier League kicks-off on 
Saturday with clubs parading over- 
seas signings, amid the promise of an 
excitement charged, evenly contested 


competition. : 

Promoted clubs, Adelaide City and Metro 
Stars guarantee added interest, while 
Modbury Jets and Port Lion Pirates widen 
their horizons by staging league games 
under lights on Friday nights. 

Perennial trophy grabbers, Blue Eagles, 
stung by their luck of success last season 
have recruited on a grand scale and should 
again be among the leading lights. 

Reigning champions Cumberland Foxes 
have assembled an even more formidable 
Jooking squad than that of their last glorious 
Jusufovic, showing in pre-season trials just 
why he played in the German Budeslign. 

Cumberland clashes with last year's beat- 
en grand finalist Port Lion Pirates in round 
one, with the latter confident of achieving 
greater things under retained coach Mike 
Barnett. It has, however, been Raiders, who 
have been turning the heads of opposing 
Coaches with an altractive brand of smooth 
flowing football. 

The trial game form of Croydon Kings 
also has been outstanding as Phil 
Scardingno puts his new charges through 


their paces. 

Studious Foxes boss, David Leane, also 
has gained Brad Armour, Paul Pezos, 
George Kollias and Adrian landiorio — all 
former NSL players 6 bolster bis already 


imposing squad. 
Armour will be fielded as an attacking 
midfielder in a key ploy to encourage a 


more aggressive approach this season. 
A decision by Robert Walcynski to take a 
year's absence has weakened "s 


West Adelaide stopper, Pezos, will ade- 
quately fill the breach. 


Trimboli and Charles Marwe to Modbury 
Jets, Sam Barbaro (Croydon Kings), Chris 
McNicol (Job transfer to Melbourne), Trent 
Brotherton (Metro Stars), Frank Sergi (Blue 
Eagles) and Steve DeGioyanniello (Port 
Lion). 

Gains for Birkalla include, Noel Clark, an 
English Conference League defender, Sean 
Pivmmer (Croydon), Cumberland pair, Ben 
Schmidt and Craig Fewster and the probable 
switch of Adelaide City rookie John Fusco, 
who could join the Camden club if he is 
approved as Birks’s NSL pick. 

Campbelltown City, with new coach John 
Evans at the helm, enjoyed a huge bonus 
with the return of ex-Marconi midfielder 
Paul Beitrame, bat the loss of Duane 
Dobson to Modbury and Lee Robertson to 
Elizabeth rams is damaging. 

The Red Devils:also could lose Joe 
Barbaro to Raiders, However, Evans is 
thrilled by the acquisition of Jimmy 
Mitchell to his coaching panel. 

Mitchell is the elder brother of Parramatta 
Power's David and a former Campbelltown 
player. 
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REFS DON'T MAKE SENSE 


Dear Sir, 

Reading the Australian & British 
Soccer Weekly I read regularly about ref- 
ereeing. 

Tam as well an ex-intemational soccer 
referee and have been retired since 1958. 
I refereed Australia v New Zealand 
against China and another match which I 
can’t remember. 

Tam sick when I see the referees today 
when the only thing they show is a yellow 
or a red card so they think that they are 
super refs. 

T can tell you when I did the course to 
be a referee in Malta the first thing we 
were told as a tip Scottish referee, who 
was the teacher, was that a good referee is 
the one who can keep the 22 players on 
the field because if you don’t use com- 
mon sense you will send the whole team 
off. . 

Nowadays I only go to soccer once ina 
while because most of the time I don’t 
enjoy what 1 see from ref’s and some 
players, so I watch on my pay TV. 


VOTE FOR THE NSL 


Dear Sir, 

I look forward to buying Australian & 
British soccer weekly every week as it is 
very informative paper. I particularly 
enjoy the 

match reports, The good oil, and the 
National Youth League results and match 
Teports, 

There is a computer game out called 
Championship Manager which is the most 


National Director of Referees 
Gary Power: A lot to do. 

Now coming to a couple of silly rules 
which I see ridiculous. One is when a 
player is hurt they throw the ball out and 
when the men with the miracle water 
come out, the player has to walk over to 
the touch line before coming on again. I 
think it’s waste of time. 


popular soccer game in the world and the 
makers are thinking of adding the NSL to 
the game which would do the NSL the 
world of good. 

But there is one hitch. It all depends on 
a poll currently running in which we are 
doing quite well but we need a lot more 
votes to qualify. 

So I’m asking as a regular customer of 
yours if you could advertise this web site 


The next silly thing I see is that they 
have a replacement in extra time. There 
should be a time limit, say no replace- 
ment within the last10 minutes. 

My last complaint is that some refer- 
ee’s take three or four minutes to settle a 
free-kick when it’s close to the penalty 
area, 

The only thing ! agree with what Mr D 
Garcher wrote is that some of the refer- 
ee’s have never played the game, so they 
are yellow card happy- 

George Gatt 
Maroubra, NSW. 


George, it’s a very interesting situation 
with the referees at the moment and 
although your points make alot of sense 
the most important thing is that referees 
have to start using common sense. 

It’s a tough job being a ref, but I think 
they have to start wanting to earn the 
players’ and coaches respect, not demand 
it, - Ed. 


and encourage people to go there and vote 
for Australia. 


http://www.cm3.com/index2.htmi 
Very much appreciated 
Jeremy 
By e-mail 


Jeremy, happy to help. Let me know if 
there is anything else ABSW can do. - Ed. 


ie en ee 
or e-mail to: soccermeekly@hotmall.com 


Dear Sir, 
T hope you don’t get offended, but as you 
know by now J don’t normally respond to criti- 
cism of my letters by either the readers (Adrian 
Saunder’s February 8 edition) or by the Editor’s 
Comment’s at the bottom of each letter. 

At my age I have been around long enough to 
know by now not to get baited or involved in tit- 
for-tat slanging matches about everyone's dif- 
ferent opinions. 

It really serves no purpose but to inflame the 
Situation, until it gets out of hand to the point 
where the responses can’t be printed in your tet- 
ter section because it becomes personal. 

However, this time I will make an exception 
to the rule as Adrian has brought up some good 
points, 

For starters I was unaware that Soccer 
Australia received over $1.5 million ye 
from FIFA. 

Tf that is the case what are 
they going to do with that 
money? Perhaps a separate 
organisation or committee is 
needed to look after the NSL. 
separately from all the national 
teams and junior developments. 

But I beg to differ regardless 
of'what amount Soccer Australia 
received, in this winner take all atti- 
tude in sport today. 

We all know that sport and professional 
football is a business today, but the greedy 
notion that South Melbourne or any other cham- 
pion team deserve all the money for themselves 
with nothing for the rest is contrary to what 
sport is all about. In other words it ceases to be 
sport anymore but just business, when it should 
be both combined. 

Adrian says that to distribute some of a 
club’s rewards is ridiculous, If so, then why do 
other football codes (including American sports) 
have salary caps and drafts, 

Tam damn sure it’s not just for the fun of it. I 
have never mentioned that South Melbourne 
should distribute all of its money evenly with 
other clubs, but just a fair share in helping 
Souths to become the champions. 

Remember without the other 15 club’s 
involved their would be no South Melbourne. 
T’s their involvement or contribution that got 
them to Brazil. Of course they would still get 
the Lions share out of the $3.8 million, where 


SOUTH MELSOURNE $.C. 


ETTERS TO THE EDITO 


DISTRIBUTION EQUAL 


even if they only received just under one million 
dollars, the other 15 would only receive just 
under $200,000 each from the rest of the 
money. 

Isn’t that fair enough, after all, all the clubs 
have made sacrifices in some form or another 
over the years just like South Melbourne has, 

It’s just that some are luckier and a bit 
smarter than others in achieving their goals. 

In finishing my response, [ would hate to see 
the attitudes of Soccer clubs and also it’s admin- 
istrators all the way up to FIFA, be practiced in 
ordinary day to day life. 

We would be back in the dark ages worse 
than in many third world countries today. 

No taxes, no unions, no health care for the 
poor, no education if you can’t afford it for 

your children and so on. The comparison 

may sound ridiculous to you and 

your readers, but it doesn’t to 

ine, Only time will tell if fam 

right or wrong, but as I am 

now 50 years old, I probably 

won't be around to see, as it 

will take another half a centu- 

ry at least to find out on a 
worldwide scale. 

Dominic Scullino, 

Nerang. Qld. 


What utter nonsense! Whether you 

like it or not...sport is big business, And how is 
it a greedy notion if South's keep all the money? 
They earnt the right to be there. They didn’t do 
it by luck, Yes there are 15 other clubs, but each 
of those work within the same environment as 
Souths. Dominic, the NSL is not a communist 
entity. 

You make your own luck and hard work gets 
you sponsorship dollars, a solid team and 
results. If a club doesn't do this...why on earth 
should they share in the spoils! That would just 
allow poor clubs to continue being poor waiting 
for other clubs to do something. What a joke 
that would be! : 

By the way, Salary caps have nothing to do 
with the distribution of MONIES EARNT from 
the sport, only with distribution of players 
amongst clubs to make a more even competition. 
A very big difference. 

Perhaps you should read Mr.Saunders’ letter 
again. You may get something out of it. - Ed. 


ROCKETS DRAW WITH J-LEAGUE SIDE 


who were thrown together in a fortnight from 
players in pre-season training for the ACT 
Premiership season. 

Coach lan Heywood said several of his 
first-choice players were missing because of 
the short notice. “Given their addi- 
tion, and some decent preparation, 

there is no knowing what this 

side might do,” he said. 
Sapporo, a Japanese second 
division club, who have been in 
~\e pre-season training at the 
: ©* Australian Institute of Sport for 
MOS ** the last 10 days, struck in the 15th 
minute when Ayuji Bando scored off a 
cross from Hiromasa Soguri. 

The visitors went 2-0 up three minutes into 

the second half — the result of a fine run by 
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By Graham Cooke 


eteran Jimmy Baxter, rejected as - 

over the hill for the Canberra 

Cosmos two seasons ago, was 
the life-saver for the Canberra 
Rockets in the 3-3 draw with 
Japanese side Consadole 
Sapporo at the Bruce 
Athletics Field last Saturday 
night. 

Baxter, who at 34 has over- 
come a persistent back complaint, 
scored twice and saved a near-cer- 
tain winner on the line in the last seconds 
of the game. 

It was an outstanding result for the Rockets, 


Brazilian import Emerson, in which he beat 
two defenders and flicked a neat pass for the 
opportunist Bando to collect his second. 

Canberra came back when Baxter 
headed home from a John Rakic cross, 
but the home side appeared to be 
buried after Tomotake Fukagawa made 
it 3-1. 

Instead the Rockets 
grabbed a share of the game 
with two goals in three min- 


from a Rakic cross, to make the score 3-3. 
Both sides could have won the game in the 
last few minutes: A powerful drive from 
Rockets’ striker Pat Phommiaseissy 
hit the side netting; Sapporo substi- 
tute Tomohiko Ikeuchi was already 
celebrating what seemed a certain 
winner when Baxter arrived from 
nowhere to clear the shot to safety. 
Sapporo operations director 
Satoshi Yamamoto said there had 
utes. First a long free-kick by been a number of tactical changes in 
Rakic curled in over the head the second half, aimed at giving 
of goalkeeper Yohei Shto, lL LE AGUE some of the younger players a run. 
who said afterwards he had “That contributed to mistakes 
been confused by a ‘dark spot’ under the which helped the Rockets get back into the 
floodlights. game, but we are not overly concemed,” he 
Then it was Baxter’s head again, once more _ said. “You have to make experiments.” 


@ apsw: 


PARRAMATTA POWER 1 
ADELAIDE CITY 0 


By John Economos 


the Parramatta Power last Saturday night had to draw on all its 

reserve power and energy levels against a defiant and one man 
short Adelaide City before finally running out 1-0 winners at the 
Parramatta Stadium in a lacklustre match that at stages threatened 
to break out into a physical war. 

With both teams most desperate for League points as the season 
shortens, the odds in the second half hugely stacked up against the 
visiting Adelaide City. 

First the South Australians had to battle over the last 38 minutes a 
man short when Carl Veart was sent off, then Italian striker Claudio 
Pelosi had a legal goal disallowed 17 minutes from time for ‘passive 
off-side’ by midfielder Aurelio Vidmar. 

Midfielder Bradley Hassell had whipped in a cross from the right as 
Pelosi climbed over the top of marker David Barrett to head into the far 
side just inside the right upright. Jonathan Streater’s flag went up to 
signal Vidmar had run into an ‘off-side’ position and referee Brett 
Hugo didn’t bother to consult his linesman and promptly discounted 
Pelosi's goal even though Vidmar was not interfering in the move. 

This glaring incident almost killed off Adelaide’s spirited fight back 
but simultaneously ignited the anger of coach Zoran Matic who waited 
at the tunnel to question the referee on this matter plus the fact that he 
had allegedly played 30 seconds short of the three minutes time left 
signalled by the fourth official. J 
Four minutes after the break Adelaide City’s luckless and converted 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 


By Greg Danvers 


relentless Newcastle Breakers attack belted the Northern 
pirit 4-1 at Breakers Stadium last Friday night. 

In an awesome display by the, so-called defensive, Breakers the 
crowd of 6978: were thoroughly entertained. Five smashing goals 
scored in all. 

John Buonavoglia, after breaking a seven game scoring drought 
against the Wolves a week earlier, netted a fine double with substitutes 
Robbie Angievski and Chris Tancheski scoring their first NSL goals. 

Northern Spirit's Shane Lyons, son of Manly rugby league legend 
Cliff, scoring a consolation goal late in the match. The Lyons goal a 
left-foot scorcher threaded between Breakers ‘keeper Bob Catlin and 
the near post with five minutes remaining. 

The sides traded attacking raids in the first 10 minutes with the 
Breakers having the best chance. 

Buonavoglia and the much-improved Travis Dodd combined with 
several one-twos on the right. Buonavoglia’s cross finding Harper in 
the area only to see him head over the bar. 

In the 21st minute Harper was in the thick of things again to put 
Buonavoglia in the clear with Spirit ‘keeper John Perosh to beat. 

Buonavoglia weighted his attempted chip over the ‘keeper well but 
the outstretched hand of Perosh was the difference. 

Mark Wilson, in the 35th minute, found Harper free on the right and 
with space crossed into the area for Buonavoglia to net the ball, with a 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


midfielder Veart was marched by referee Hugo for a second yellow 
card offence following a foul on the Power’s captain and sweeper 
Richard Plesa. 

The Power’s international Under 
17s captain and central marker Mark 
Byrnes, was the sole scorer of the | 
match with a great goal seven | 
minutes before the break, 

Power’s lethal striker Mile 
Sterjovski spread it wide to Byrnes 
who promptly played a one-two with | 
striker Joel Griffiths before galloping 
into the box to slam a violent left- [© 
footed drive into the target. \ 

{ronically it was Adelaide City 
that should have drawn first blood 
and as early as in the second minute, —— 
Following a free kick by Bradley Mark Byrnes: Top 
Hassell from the right, Veart cracked performance. 
his shot just wide of the target. 

In the 15th minute however, disaster almost struck Adelaide at the 
other end when their lanky sweeper Attila Homjik nearly deflected a 
Michael Santalab free kick into his own net. 

The Power lined up with an orthodox 4-4-2 formation whilst 
Adelaide elected to play with three at the back plus twin strikers in 
Damian Mori and Claudio Pelosi. 

Veart’s red card in the second half seemed to inject the South 
Australians with added vigour as the tackling became fiercer from both 
sides, 


The ‘Black and Whites’ midfield—now a quartet— of Hassell, 
Matthew Kemp, Nick Sabljak and Vidmar, repeatedly ploughed into 
the Power, but the home side stood resilient. 

The Power’s late substitute striker Jon Angelucci with just two 
minutes left on the clock let fly from the edge of the box a low 
rocketting drive, but again the acrobatic Knezevic dropped quickly to 
the ‘floor’ to smother the danger. 

Best performers for the Power were central defender and scorer of 
the match winning goal Mark Byrnes, plus his central defensive 
colleague David Barrett and wide midfielder Jacob Bums, whilst for 
the ‘Black and Whites’ defender Angelo Costanzo, goalkeeper Vilson 
Knezevic and striker Claudio Pelosi stood out. 

The Power’s coach David Mitchell later reflected: “ Adelaide City 
played really well and had good movement off the ball, but thankfully 
we got the goal, 

“Their keeper (Knezevic) made a couple of good saves near the end. 
We didn’t look that sharp at all though and I was not happy with many 
of the players. 

“Mark Byrnes did very well and scored the goal on top. We could 
count ourselves lucky their goal didn’t count for them. 

“After they went a man down we sat back far too much and I wasn’t 
happy with that performance,” Mitchell ended. 

Meanwhile Adelaide’s coach Zoran Matic, understandably was 
Teluctant to attend the after-match conference, However just prior to 
leaving the Stadium on the team bus, Matic stated to ABSW: “Of 
course I’m very upset at losing this match when we were disallowed a 
perfectly legitimate goal (Pelosi). What’s more, when it was signalled 
that there was still three minutes left of play, the referee played only 
another two and a half minutes,” 


deflection off the far post to lead 1-0, 

Northern Spirit went close to equalising two minutes later when 
Robbie Slater beat Todd McManus only to have his shot blocked by 
Catlin. Michael Cunico was on hand to rifle in the loose ball with 
Glenn Sprod on hand to clear off the line. 

A well-constructed raid into the Northern area in the 50th minute 
saw Buonavoglia score his second goal and his first NSL double. 

Dodd crossed into the box with Sprod heading down and back to the 
feet of Wilson. Wilson let fly with his shot that was deflected back to 
Buonavoglia who knocked the ball into the net with his left foot for a 
2-0 lead. 

With just over 20 minutes remaining Spirit had three chances to pull 
one back but for the scrambling Catlin. 

A header, that looked goal bound, tipped onto the bar and fell to the 
feet of Cunico whose shot was partied by Catlin. Lyons, only on the 
field for one minute, took aim but could only find the hands of the 
Breakers ’keeper. 

Substitute Angievski chipped Perosh in the 80th minute to score a 
fine goal and his first in the NSL. Damien Smith pushed the ball 
through for Angievski who turned and clipped the ball over the ‘keeper 
into the roof of the net. 

Five minutes on Lyons netted his goal, a fine left-foot strike between 
the post and Catlin for a 3-1 score line. 

Teenager Chris Tancheski stole the ball off Paul Bilokapic and went 
onto fire the ball into the net to take the score out 4-1, the best Breakers 
winning margin this season and has the statisticians chasing the record 
books to see if the Breakers have scored a bigger win. 

“T thought it was a matter of dealing with what they threw at us and 
we did that,” Breakers coach Lee Sterrey said. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
CANBERRA COSMOS 0 


By Glenn Davis 


risbane Strikers’ hopes of making the top six playoffs suffered 
'a rude awakening when lowly placed Canberra Cosmos held 
them to a 0-0 draw at Suncorp Stadium last Saturday night. 

Coach John Kosmina will know the explanation if he soon goes bald 
after he was left ripping his hair out as the Strikers’ bombed out 
miserably in front of goal. 

The Strikers had eight chances to break the deadlock inside the 
game’s first half hour but poor finishing and at times poor service let 
them down, 

The Strikers’ grip on sixth place was shaky from the start following 
their recent hiding by Adelaide Force, but the Canberra draw only 
highlighted the urgent necessity for the return of injured striker. Paul 
Foster. 

Foster, the league’s leading scorer before an untimely foot injury 
several weeks ago, was again missing from the Strikers’ line-up along 
with suspended midfielder Peter Dwyer and Socceroo keeper Clint 
Bolton. 

Bolton’s replacement Daniel Duke, showed he was easily up to 
national league standard with a fine display, albeit it after a shaky and 


nervous start in only his second national league appearance, 

Canberra withstood the first half barrage, slipping in a couple of first 
half chances themselves, before turning the game into an event contest 
after he break. 


Jason Polak: Brilllant leader. 


“Bobby (Catlin) made three 
great saves and they could have 
been in the match a bit more except 
for that. 

“On chances I’d hate to know 
what the score may have been.” 

Northern Spirit assistant coach 
Tan Crook wouldn't have it that the 
Spirit were down on commitment. 

“At the end of the day you can 
have a look at any result and as 
soon as someone scores four goals 
you say there was a lack of 
commitment,” Crook said. 

“J disagree that the boys lacked 
commitment tonight. Goals change § yy 
games and if we had scored early ~ ae 
when we had a good period maybe auile Fp its 
the result would be different. eee: 

“Full credit to Newcastle they came back and in the end it could 
have been more.” 

While the Breakers are riding high on the crest of a wave cementing 
a spot in the top six this season, while semi-finals are probably out of 
the equation, is not all lost for the Spirit. 

“] think that’s it (the finals) for us,” added Crook. 

“Tt is hard to take positives out of a 4-1 loss but we have (Nicola) 
Berti coming and we have got a good crop of youngsters. 

“Hopefully the future of this club is going to be good.” 


In fact, several late chances could have seen either side walk away 
with maximum points. 

Former Queenslander Jason Polak led the visitors superbly and stood 
out as the man of the match closely followed by the Strikers’ Under 17 
tep Jade North who worked hard in midfield. 

North got the home side onto an early roll striking a well-hit attempt 
just wide of the upright from 25 metres after a superb build-up which 
started from deep inside Strikers territory. 

Canberra keeper Grant Barlow parried a powerful blast from Strikers 
forward Wade Baldwin seven minutes later after midfielder Chay Hews 
executed a perfect pass which split open the Canberra defence. 

Barlow, again was called on to save a North shot down low to his 
left after forward Peter Grierson caught the Canberra defence off-guard 
by dumming a Jeromy Harris cross, 

The match had been underway less than 20 minutes when the 
Strikers had a further two chances from North and defender Nick 
Meredith whose attempts went wide of the mark. 

Polak inspired Canberra setting up defender David Winnie with a 
header which rolled across the Strikers goalface less than a minute after 
the break then struck a 40-metre drive two minutes later into Duke’s 
open arms. 

Canberra again managed to keep the score sheet blank in the 50th 
minute when defender David Arranz cleared off his own line in a goal 
mouth scramble. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


By John Economos 


Nese: Wolves, second placed on the League ladder, just 
failed to narrow the gap between themselves and the League 
leaders Sydney Olympic last Sunday night when the two attacking 
minded sides clashed ut Belmore Sports Ground for a 2-2 draw. 

But it took a life-saving late goal from blond centre-back Scott 
Baillie to steer Olympic away from the brink of plunging to certain and 
a very rare home defeat. 

Whilst Olympic went into battle without their ace goalscorer Pablo 
Cardozo, (on national duty in Chile) and without star playmaker 
Gabriel Mendez (serving the last week of his two match suspension), 
Wollongong had to do without three of their top stars-(captain Matt 
Horsley and Scott Chipperfield-also on national duty-plus striker Esala 
Masi-on special leave). 

Trailing 1-2 with just nine minutes from fulltime, the always reliable 
central marker Scotty Baillie got Olympic out of jail. 

Following a well taken corner by striker Norman Tome, the ball was 
headed down to enable Baillie to strike a first timed rocket into the 
target for that life-saving equaliser. 

But with two minutes stil! left on the clock, Wollongong almost 
snatched the lead back again as the sturdy and well experienced English 
striker Stuart Young broke away into Olympic’s box. Only a desperate 
sliding covering tackle by the lanky sweeper and captain Ante Juric, 
saved Olympic again from almost certain defeat. 

It seemed both coaches tried to catch each other out through a 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 


C Melbourne fans waited for more than two hours before a ball 
was kicked, but as far as they were concerned it was a game better 
not played as the home side Jost 3-1 to Auckland Kingz at Bob Jane 
stadium last Sunday night, 

Goals by Riki van Steeden and Aaron Silva gave the Kingz a two-goal 
lead within 15 minutes, leaving South and the 6000-plus crowd shell- 
shocked. 

Andy Viahos struck for South on the half hour to inject renewed vigor in 
the play, but Kingz captain Harry Ngata sealed victory with a strike in the 
top comer after 73 minutes that had a whiff of offside about it. 

The Auckland Kingz had a nightmarish journey to Melbourne. They 
were forced to turn back 20 minutes into their outward-bound flight 
because of a faulty door. The plane was required to do a u-turn because the 
door could not be closed and the Kingz were put on the next available flight 
several hours later. 

Originally scheduled for a 6pm start, the match began at 8pm, with the 
Kiwis showing little wear after having been rushed through customs only 
an hour earlier. 

“Although the circumstances were not convenient for all concerned, it 
was better for the game to continue than to postpone or have a forfeit, 
which would not have been good for soccer in general. Therefore, it was 
viewed that the game should be delayed for two hours,” South Melbourne 
general manager, Damien Phillips, said. 

“We apologise for any convenience this may have caused, but we felt it 


SYDNEY UNITED 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


By Daniel Giorelando 


he Gippsland Falcons successfully pulled off a smash and grab trip 
to Edensor Park last Sunday, defeating the hapless Pumas of 
Sydney United 1-0. 

A 13th minute goal to Brian MacNicol saw the Faleons come away from 
Sydney with all three points although they were made to fight tooth and 
nail for their victory following the unfortunate dismissal of Clayton Bell 
seven minutes into the second half, 

MacNicol’s 13th minute strike silenced the 2,491 present at Edensor 
Park, as a beautiful through ball by Andy Vargas sent the striker on his way 
to goal. 

United’s keeper Steve Tolios managed to get a hand to MacNicol’s shot 
only to-see the ball trickle over the line. 

MacNicol was a constant threat upfront, but it was the work of both 
Vargas and Doug Marcina that troubled United, Marcina’s work down the 
right flank provided the Falcons with endless opportunities in the first half, 

However, Bell’s dismissal seven minutes into the second half took the 
venom out of the Falcons attack. The red card seemed a harsh decision by 
referee Jeremy Blaney who had no hesitation in pulling out the red. 

A sliding challenge saw Bell completely bypass the ball and instead with 


tactical switch. 

Making his debut for Wollongong was former Auckland Kingz’ wide 
left man, Dino Mennillo. But coach Nick Theodorakopoulos, decided to 
slot Mennilfo on the right flank to fill the void left behind by the absent 
Matt Horsley and attempt to catch Olympic off guard. 

However Olympic switched Lindsay Wilson from their left flank to 
the right side and slotted in their specialised ‘tracker’ Scotty Thomas on 
the left flank to block possible pending Mennillo crusades. 

The Wolves drew first blood with a savage bite when Mennillo 

scored in the 12th minute with a violent left-footed rising drive from 
Just inside the box following a free kick swung in by midfielder Paul 
Reid. : 
Shaken but not stirred, Olympic hit back in the 26th minute when 
slender striker Zlatko Arambasic and industrious midfielder Peter 
Zorbas combined quickly to set up the bullocking Brett Emerton to 
slam home from inside the box. 

This was easily Emerton’s best game for Olympic. this season and 
augers well for the Australian Olympic team come September 13th. 

Three minutes after the break the Wolves had regained the lead at 
1-2 through skipper and defensive midfielder Alvin Ceccoli as he 
lashed in a lethal left-footed blast that screamed into the target. 

Desperate for the equaliser Olympic launched raid after raid inspired 
by Emerton and second half substitute Nick Carle, but Wollongong sat 
back, soaked up the pressure and tried to hit on the counter. 

Olympic’s lanky sweeper and captain Ante Juric powered into 
Wollongong’s box in the 70th minute to back heel a ball to Nick Carle. 
However Carle’s cracking first-timed left-footed screamer flashed just 
outside the left upright. ~ 

In the 77th minute Olympic’s fresh substitute Chris Kalantzis 
slammed a low and on-target drive from the edge of the box which 


was better than having the reschedule the game, also since many of our 
service components, particularly the catering, had already made their 
arrangements and it would have been too late for them to cancel,” he said, 

A disappointed South coach Ange Postecoglou refused to use the 
disrupted kick-off nor the sometimes baffling refereeing of Matthew Breeze 
as excuses for the loss, 

“I'm not going to talk about 
refereeing or anything else. We 
weren’t good enough. 

We put some pressure on them 
(Kingz) and we had some 
chances. But we made it hard on 
ourselves conceded an early goal 
and we were on the backfoot 
from then on,” Postecoglou said. 

“We didn’t play well enough | 
and we lost the three points. But 
there are 14 more games to go 
and we won’t throw it in | 
(finals),” he said. 

Kingz assistant coach Shane | giolhy oS 
Rufer, brother of Wynton who put mt 
himself on with fi iiabie eft, Harry Ngata: Hint of offside. 
was delighted with the win after having gone through a traumatic journey to 
Melbourne. 

“Tt wasn’t good preparation, but the boys showed character. The players 
knew this was going to be a tough game. South Melbourne is the champion 
and having beaten them (home and away), the players know we can match 
it physically,” Rufer said, 

“The players have more self belief and we just need to improve our 


studs showing, he collected United’s Ante Moric, who was forced off the 
park following the tackle. 

United however failed to exploit their opposition despite their numerical 
advantage as either poor finishing, polished defending or a bit off luck 
denied United the equalisier that they so dearly looked like achieveing, 

Even though the home side dominated the majority of the second half, 
Gippsland coach Jeff Hopkins was delighted with his team’s effort, 
especially with the way that the team held together after the dismissal of 
Bell. 

“We created a few good chances in the first half, but after the sending off 
it made things difficult. 

“The Lads worked hard, they were well organised. It was a good team 
effort, Bojo kept us in the game,” said Hopkins. 

After their disappointing run of results over the past month, Hopkins 
acknowledged the main reason for their poor run was due to the lack of a 
quality striker at the club. Despite this, Hopkins reiterated that the attitude 
amongst the players was high after a team meeting earlier in the week. 

“We have not scored enough goals all-season but we are pretty solid at 
the back. I thought we deserved to win. The players had a meeting during 
the week, and today they had great team spirit.” 

Despite being a man down, Gippsland looked the better of both sides, 
managing to hold out the fast finishing United, but the Falcons have keeper 
Bojo Jevdjevic as well as a bit of luck to thank for. 

Everything that United threw towards the Falcons goal was repelled by 
Jevdjevic, including two blinding saves from Aytek Genc and Tom 


screamed past the Wolves towering goalie Les Pogliacomi. But the 
covering and clever Ceccoli brilliantly cleared the goal-bound missile 
off the line. 

Olympic’s coach Branko Culina 
evaluated after the match: “It was 
always going to be a hard and 
difficult game as Wollongong was 
always going to sit back and catch 
us on the break. The second half we 
were down a goal again yet 
defensively we can do better than 
that. They took their chances. 

“Emerton (Brett) is getting better 
and better each week and is starting 
to score goals to his credit. We 
could have done with a Cardozo or 
Mendez, (both missing), as we 
didn’t have creative players U : 
tonight,” Culina summed up. Scott Balilie: Equaliser. 

Meanwhile Wollongong’s coach 
Nick Theodorakopoulos appeared pleased with the deadlocked result, 
stating: “We had Chipperfield and Horsley missing and played a 4-4-2 
system. Overall the point (League) for us was a goldmine. They had 
territorial advantage and we had two new boys in our side (Blake and 
Mennillo). Mennillo was short of match fitness having been out for two 
weeks. “Next week we will have Esala (Fiji's international striker ) 
back as well as Chipperfield and Horsley,” Theodorakopoulos warned 
when Wollongong again shapes up to Olympic, but this time at 
Brandon Park. 


playing intelligence, which comes with playing in this league,” he said, 

The Kingz took the lead after only three minutes. Tall Riki van Steeden 
headed home through the South Melbourne defence from the first comer of 
the match by Ivan Vicelich. 

South Melbourne should have équalised in the 10th minute, when Goran 
Lozanovski curled the ball into the box. But Robert Liparoti’s one-touch let 
him down, aiming just wide of the far post. ? 

The Kingz streaked ahead in the 13th minute with a well-worked move 
starting from the left. Marcus Stergiopoulos crossed the ball to the far post, 
where Lee Jones headed it back to an unmarked Aaron Silva, who headed it 
past South ‘keeper Chris Jones from close range. 

Andy Vlahos gave South hope with a goal in the 30th minute after a solo 
Tun. The speedy left winger raced past the Kingz defence into the area and 
pegged a goal back with a left-foot drive that crossed the line at the far post 
underneath Kingz ‘keeper Mike Utting. 

Coveny had a goal disallowed just before the break after Lozanovski's 
cross had crossed the line before it reached Coveny at the far post. 

South mounted its customary onslaught on goal after the break, but a 
resolute Kingz defence blocked the path of desperate strikers Coveny and 
Anastasiadis and Tsekinis on several occasions. 

Anastasiadis did work the ball in the net after 66 minutes, but he was 
judged offside follwing a Coveny lay-off and referee Mathew Breeze 
disallowed South’s second strike of the night, 

Captain Harry Ngata sealed victory for the Kingz with an angled shot in 
the top near corner in the 72nd minute following a one-on-one by Ivan 
Vicelich on Jones. There was some confusion, whether Vicelich had 
handled the ball and Ngata was offside. 

But Breeze called the goal good, thus ensuring South’s fate and the 
Kingz’ victory. 


Pondeljak late in the second half. 

A 75th minute drive from the right side of the 18-yard box by Genc was 
headed straight towards the top right comer of the goal before a sprawling 
Jevdjevic managed to get a hand to the ball. 

From the subsequent save, 
United came inches away from 
equalling the score as a Joe Maric | 
header was cleared off the line by f 
Manny Gotis. 

To their credit, United did no 
give up and seven minutes from 
time, a combination of Jevdjevic’s 
athleticism and some luck saw the 
Falcons retain their slender one-goal f 
tead. 

The loss may well have pushed 
fast year’s Grand Finalists one step 
loser to the wooden spoon but 
Gespile the disappointment of coach eS 
Ivan Petkovic following their Aytec Genc: Thre 
performance against the Falcons, the e@Verything at the Falcons. 
team is now planning towards the future. 

“We created chances but our finishing was not good. I was also 
disappointed with the crosses from the flanks. This season is almost 
finished and we now have to think for next season,” remarked Petkovic. 


" 
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CARLTON SC 
MARCONI STALLIONS 


By Bert van Bedaf 


arlton again failed to secure three points at home, drawing 1-1 

with Marconi Stallions at Olympic Park last Sunday, 
prompting coach Stuart Munro to question the charactaer of his 
players. 

The Blues are fifth on the ladder, but clinging to a finals spot after 
recent lacklustre performances. 

“We gave away another two points. We don’t seem to have the 
determination to get a result and we're throwing away our chances to 
be top of the league,” Stuart said. 

Former Carlton coach now at the Stallions, Eddie Krncevic was 
more pleased with the outcome. 

“Tt was an ordinary game, but it was a good result for us. We created 
a few chances in the second half and scored a nice goal,” Kmcevic 
said. 

The Stallions are seventh on the NSL ladder and only a point away 
from Brisbane. 

The Blues have only won once in its last five matches at home. It 
was Carlton’s fourth draw at home for the season, while it also lost at 
home to Parramatta Power and Sydney Olympic. 

The last time Carlton won at Olympic Park was against the 
Gippsland Falcons, when an Andrew Marth penalty in the 90th minute 


PERTH GLORY 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


By Richard Krelder 


[ was meant to be a time for celebrating Perth Glory’s 100th 

season NSL game, but a last-gasp goal from substitute 
Slavko Rados stopped the party and gave Melbourne Knights its 
first ever point at Perth Oval last Sunday. 

The 2-2 result denied Glory from moving into second place and 
extended the Knights unbeaten run to six games, despite five of these 
being drawn results. 

Glory’s star midfield performers of Troy Halpin and Con Boutsianis, 
who are both subject to speculation about a move to Sydney Olympic 
next season, were in scintillating form, but were let down by their 
frontline of Alistair Edwards, Ivan Ergic and Peter Buljan. 

“We are not a happy bunch at the moment,” says a despondent 
Edwards, who was mostly a spectator after being marked out of the 
game by Knights’ ex-Ghanian Youth International Ransford Banini. 

“Tm thrilled with the result, especially since I had five first-team 
players,” said a jubilant Vlado Vanis, who took over the coaching 
reigns a week after the 6-1 drubbing in Perth last November. 

Glory tore out of the blocks from the opening whistle and were close 
to finding the net after just 15 seconds when Edwards sliced a long 
Ergic cross wide of the mark from close range. Alex Kiratzoglou 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


got it the full points. 

Marth was also the scorer against Marconi and again from the 
penalty spot. 

Carlton had a goal 
disallowed earlier in the 
first half, when striker | 
Alex Moreira got the ball 
across the line, but 
referee Mark Shield 
cancelled the goal on 
advice from the linesman. 

Krncevic later said he 
was sure it was because 
Moreira had handled the 
ball. 

Nevertheless, the 
Blues went ahead a 
minute from half time, 
when Chad Gibson 
brought down Stuart 
Slater. 

Marth stepped up to 
take the spot-kick and 
made no mistake with a 
low shot to the left past 
Marconi ‘keeper Michael 
Turnbull. 


Stuart Munro: “We are throwing . 
away our chances.” 


eplied 13 minutes later 
with a clever lob that 
dropped just over Jason 
Petkovic’s crossbar. 

Scott Miller, who 

was making his 150th 
| NSL appearance, then 
"] put Buljan into a plumb 
position but he made 
hard work of what 
should have been a 
simple tap-in. 

Ergic and Boutsianis 
both had further 
Opportunities in what 
was 2 frustrating half 
for Glory fans. 

But again wayward 
finishing and desperate 

| defending prevented a 
breakthrough as the 
game remained goalless 
at the break. 

After an almost 
comical collection of 


Alistair Edwards: Great match. _ shots on the Knights net 


But Carlton’s joy ended shortly after the break, when the Stallions 
equalised in the 55th minute. 

Christian Care evaded the challenges and had a shot which Carlton 
‘keeper Dean Anastasiadis managed to parry. Kris Trajanovski was 
quick on the rebound and struck home to level. 

The draw completed a turbulent week for the Blues, rocked by the 
sudden resignation of general manager Lou Sticca. 

Sticca confided to seeking new challenges and feeling disillusioned 
by the soccer scene in Melbourne, which fails to ignite the way he 
would have wished. 

The Blues had switched their match from Friday night to Sunday. 
They also switched their previous home game to a Saturday night in a 
series of trials to gauge which night might attract the largest number of 
patrons. 

But both moves failed to attract a decent crowd. Just over 2000 
spectators turned up for the match again Marconi. 

But the venue has also something to do with it. Olympic Park, in 
Melbourne’s so-called sporting precinct, near the tennis and basket ball 
centres and the MCG, is a nightmare because of heavy traffic and 
difficult parking. 

One needs to be a really dedicated Carlton fan to brave 45 minutes 
of traffic hell before getting a seat in the grandstand. As it stands now 
few fans are prepared to make such a sacrifice. 

With Sticca, a great supporter of Olympic Park as a playing venue, 
out of the picture, a move to South Melbourne's Bob Jane stadium may 
well be on the cards under a new general manager. 


the visitors responded with devastating effect by making a speedy 
break the 66th minute. 

Mark Silic then squared the simplest of balls off this right to an 
unmarked Paul Magdic who rifled the bail home from 10 metres for the 
opening goal. 

As is so often the case the goal simply sparked Glory into life and 
were on level terms three minutes later when Con Boutsianis found the 
target with the simplest of headers. 

Boutsianis then received a yellow card from referee Eddie Lennie for 
revealing a sponsors Jogo on his underwear to “The Hill’ supporters 
during his celebrations. 

Tt was later revealed Glory officials were enraged over his actions 
and let him know after the game. 

The home side went 2-1 up seven minutes from another world-class 
30-metre free-kick strike from Boutsianis to notch up his 11th goal of 
the season. 

Buljan should have sealed the match the 78th minute but the former 
Canberra Cosmos forward directed the ball onto the cross-bar from a 
mere two metres of the goal-line. His “reward” for the miss was to be 
substituted for Brazilian NSL debutant Aurelio. 

The Knights were unlucky not to have been on level terms in the 
80th minute when the ball found the net off a Glory player, but 
linesman Frank Moretti raised his flag for offside. 

They eventually scored during stoppage-time when a cleared corner 
was thumped back into the Perth danger zone, catching a deflection and 
sat up kindly for Rados to gleefully nod home. 


PROGRESSIVE POINTS 


Newcastle v Northern Spirit 


3-J. Buonavoglia 


2-J. North 
1-G. Gwynne 


2-T. McManus 
(BS) 1-A. Harper 
Parramatta v Adelaide 
3-M. Bymes (PP) 
2-A. Costanzo (AC) 
1-V. Krezevic (AC) 


Perth v Melbourne Knights 
3-T. Halpin (PG) 
2-C. Boustsianis 


3-C. Care 
41-A. Marth 
3-D. Cervinski 


2-B. Emerton 
1-A. Ceccoli 


Sth Melbourne v Auckland 
3-R. Van Steeden 


2-H. Ngata 
1-A. Vlahos 


Cartton v Marconl 


2-K. Trajanovski 


Olympic v Wollongong 


(NB) 
(NB) 
(NB) 


Pablo Cardozo 
Andy Harper 
David Cervinski 
Angelo Costanzo 
John Buonavoglia 
Michael Curcija 
Mehmed Durakovic 
Con Boutsianis 
Lubo Lapsansky 
Andrew Crews 
Gabriel Mendez 
Gareth Naven 


(MF) 
(MF) 
(C) 


(ww) 
(SO) 
(ww) 


(Sydney Olympic) 
(Newcastle Breakers) 
(Wollongong Wolves) 
(Adelaide City Force) 
(Newcastle Breakers) 
(South Melbourne) 
(Gippsland Falcons) 
(Perth Glory) 

(Carlton SC) 
(Parramatta Power) 
(Sydney Olympic) 
(Perth Glory) 
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reen Gully trounced 
Heidelberg United 5-1 at 


home in a match switched 
from Monday night to Sunday 
and away from Heidelberg’s 
Olympic Village after worms, 
crows and pigeons had ravaged 


the Bergers’ home patch. 

The Cavaliers conceded 
Heidelberg’s opening goal, but went 
on a rampage in the second haif, 
even after Henry Velkovski had 
been sent off for his second 
bookable offence in the 60th minute 
with the score at 3-1: 

“We over-ran them in the second 


Farrugia said. 

Two more games were to be 
played on Monday sight. The 
Melbourne Raiders hosted Altona 
Magic, while Bulleen Zebras were 
at home to Port Melbourne Sharks. 

‘The Sharks completed round one 
on Monday night fast week with a 
1-0 win over Bentleigh Greens. 


half,” Green Gully president Charles 


GREENS 
sROB BLUES 


Well Live Well Premier League 


eat well 
live well 


PHOENIX RISE 
ABOVE LIONS 


By George Koukeris 


Itona East recorded its second win 

in a row, downing Preston Lions 

-1 at Paisley Park last Sunday. 

But it took nearly an hour before the first 
score was registered. 

In the first half both sides battled for 
control, while trying to find that elusive gap 
in defence. Altona’s Nick Papadopoulos and 
Peter Groidis proved a reliable combination, 
making the most of the instability in the 
Preston defence with several close 
encounters. _ 

The Lions also had their opportunities, but 
it was difficult to create clear chances against 
a tight Phoenix defence. 

Zoran Drogriski, Damien Everetts and 
Alex Josifovski failed to convert for Preston, 


In the opening minute of the second half 
Altona’s Archie Davis tested Preston's new 
‘keeper Lou Petropoulos with a close shot. 
Groidis and Terry Antoniadis also created 
close chances. 

The attacking efforts paid dividends when 
Papadopoulos put Altona East in the lead 
after 57 minutes in a one-on-one with 
Petropoulos, 

But the joy was short-lived as the Lions 
clawed back three minutes later, when 
Macedonian signing Dimce Paney equalised 
with his first goal in Australia, a one-on-one 
with East “keeper Sam Frangos. 

Preston should have finished East off, but 
Altona’s persistence secured them their 
winning goal in the 81st minute, 

Substitute and former Preston player Bill 
Petrovski set up Antoniadis, who made no 
mistake and converted with a powerful shot 


By David Davutovic 


Bentleigh Greens defeated a hapless Fawkner 
3-1 at Kingston Heath Reserve last Sunday. 

The first half saw Fawkner take 
control as Ivan Duzel and Agim 
Sherifovski tore through the 
Greens defence on countless 
occasions. 

Bentleigh’s only real opportunity 
of the opening stanza was thwarted 
as Fawkner keeper Maurice 
Gonzalez made a fabulous double- 
save, firstly off striker Sash ' 
Markovski who was put through by 
Argentine signing Diego Gavazzi, then 
off Nick Rossios’ attempt off the 
rebound. 


[: what can only be described as robbery, the 


The visitors continued to dominate in the early 
stages of the second half and within five minutes of 
the restart a Sherifovski comer found its way to an 
unmarked Martin Collins who’s header forced a 
stunning save from Greens ‘keeper Glenn Clarke. 

Against the run of play Bentleigh took the lead in 
the 56th minute, when Gavazzi struck 
the net on the volley from 15 

metres, 

Minutes later Gavazzi was taken 
off injured, which seemed to inspire 
Fawkner who equalised after 65 

minutes, when Collins headed low 
to give Clarke no chance to save. 

Before the Blues were given time 
to settle Bentleigh’s David Breslin 
dispossessed the Fawkner defence and 
passed to Markovski, who smashed the 
ball into the roof of the net for a 2-1 lead in 


who should have had Phoenix in ashes at 
half-time. 


SAINTS SILENCE 
OAKLEIGH 


Tt was late in the second half, after the 
double substitution of Mijo Trupkovic and 
Matthew Urlovic (older brother of 
Melbourne Knights striker Paul) in the 60th 
minute, that the Saints consolidated their 
victory. 

Urlovic received a pass from Ivan Razov 
and proceeded to cut in and poke the ball 
over the advancing Kolestas for 2-0. 

The Saints sealed the points in the 89th 
minute, when Ilija Dragicewvic, who was 


to secure a sensational home win. 


By Ivan Porkov 


Cannos back to earth with a 
comfortable 3-0 win, giving coach 
Mike Petersen his first win. 

Oakleigh made the early running, but St 
Albans were ultimately awarded for their 
pressure game. 

It was the 22nd minute when Ivan Zilic 


S Albans brought promoted Oakleigh 


the 67th minute. 


Fawkner kept the Greens under constant pressure 
as Harry Micheil lost the ball deep in his own half 
and a Duzel cross almost found the head of 
Sherifovski, while Eric Vassiliadis and Alex 
Stevanovic also came close to scoring. 


later as the Blues were left shell-shocked. 


The Greens extended their lead as George 
Kalimeris struck a scorcher from 25 metres minutes 


received the ball on the edge of the box, 
shimmied past a couple of defenders, had a 
shot and managed to squeeze the ball past 
Oakleigh ‘keeper Nick Kolestas for 1-0. 

As the first half wore on, Oakleigh 
seemed to become sluggish and its backline 
could not cope with the St Albans attack, 


first denied a one-on-one attempt, crossed 
for St Albans captain Kon Sianidis to stab 
home the third goal. 

Both sides were even in most departments 
(comers or goal kicks), but the telling factor 
was fitness. Whereas Oakleigh appeared 
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Victorian Soccer Federation Eat Well Live Well 
PREMIER LEAGUE 2000 


ROUND 2 LEAGUE LADDER 
Playing Monday 14 February 2000 Fawkner vs Bulleen 

Sunday 13 February 2000 ! (4/6pm, Smith Reserve), 
Praanic vs 2  PrestonLions 1 Bulleen Zebras v Port Melbourne Sharks Pw LE ARS 

(T Antoniadis (D Panev) yy teen cull BEB BUS eS Preston vs Bentleigh 
N Papadopoutos) Melbourne Raiders v Altona Magic. Altona East 2200316 (4/6pm Connor Reserve). 

ROUND 3 arene A leone Altona East vs Melbourne Raiders 

ao - rel ed a Friday, 18 February BentieighGreens 2101323 (4/6pm, Paisley Reserve), 
D Gavazzi S Markovski) Oakleigh vs Altona Magic Port wal Sharks 11001038 

St Albans Saints 3 Oakleigh 9 _ (6.15/8.15pm, Jack Edwards, Reserve). OakleighCannon 21013 43 

(l Zilic, M Urlovic, p ne ote Altona Magic ino teOi2n2ot 

ae. : ‘ort Melbourne vs Hei rg United f 
es) (6.15/8.15, Anderson Reserve). ao : ; : : : 
n Lions 

Green Gully 5 Heidelberg United 1 

(S Beevinovski (2) ’ (J/Stefanidis) Sunday, 20 February Bulleen Zebras TON 09) 05220 

ee Neceski Green Gully ve St Albans sida Hes 250 02 4D 

j ) (5/7pm Green Gully Reserve), | Heidelberg 002280 


sluggish, the Saints kept attacking and 


ABSW ® 


NSW SUPER LEAGUE 


— ROUND 6 — 


SCORERS 


Blacktown City 3 
Bonnyrigg WE 4 
By Julian Murphy 


Super League clashed at Gabbie 

Stadium in an exciting game of two 
contrasting halves. Seven goals in all were 
scored with the visiting Bonnyrigg hang- 
ing on to beat a resurgent Blacktown 4-3. 

For the first 45 minutes the young 
Bonnyrigg side were simply awesome. They 
dominated possession and territory and 
made Blacktown, who didn’t help their own 
cause, look very ordinary. 

Both sides came into the game on the 
back of five-goal victories but the White 
Eagles stunned the Demons in a first half 
bombardment. Javier Mancino got the ball 
rolling in the 15th minute after heading 
home from a perfect Ben Green cross. 

The imposing Bobby Dragas was a rock 
in the Eagles defence and his partner, 
Tayfun Devrimol, was wearing the danger- 
ous Naoki Imaya like a glove. 

David Reid and Green were superb in the 
midfield, forcing Blacktown into a multitude 
of errors. Tt was from one of these that the 


Te of the heavyweights of the NSW 


BONNYRIGG CLINCH THRILLER 


second goal came in the 25th minute. 
Michael Hawrysiuk pounced on a Damon 
Langan mistake and, after combining well 
with Colin Luff, set up Johnny Ghisso to 
score, 

Bonnyrigg were now running Blacktown 
tagged and, to the delight of the many trav- 
elling supporters, put away a third in the 
34th minute. Reid’s long-range shot struck 
the post before Ghisso slotted home the 
rebound from a tight angle for his second 
goal, 

Three minutes later Stuart Van Bentum 
crossed from the Jeft for Mancino to head 
his second goal a despairing Fernando 
Greco. Half time couldn’t come quick 
enough for the shell shocked Demons and 
they trudged off with a mountainous task 
ahead of them. 

Bonnyrigg took their foot off the acceler- 
ator in the second half and slowly 
Blacktown came back into the game, After a 
few non-threatening long range efforts 
Imaya pulled one back for the home side in 
the 69th minute. A minute later Eagles keep- 
er Sasha Bozic fumbled in the box present- 
ing Chris Bradley with an open goal but the 
Demons midfielder blazed over the bar. 

When Paul Yates rose above the pack in 
the 79th minute to meet a Damien Brown 


free-kick and score Blacktown’s second, the 
game was headed for an exciting climax. 

Bonnyrigg appeared to be waiting for 
full-time when Demons subsitute Mark 
Hagger, mysteriously left out of the starting 
line up, blasted a shot through Bozic’s arms 
in the 86th minute to bring Blacktown with- 
in one goal. Ghisso had a chance to seal the 
game, and complete a hat-trick, for the visi- 
tors in the dying moments but his shot 
clipped the bar. 

With the tension growing, and a con- 
frontation brewing between Bonnyrigg sup- 
porters and the Blacktown bench, 
Blacktown pushed for an equaliser. The 
Demons ran out of time and Bonnyrigg 
claimed a victory that they deserved on their 
stunning first half display alone. 

Victorious coach John Turner, wasn’t 
happy with letting in three second half 
goals, but was satisfied with the overall per- 
formance. “I was delighted with the boys in 
the first half, we could have scored more 
goals. Inexperience let us down a little in the 
second half but I feel the side has turned the 
comer and is coming together well. Anyone 
would be pleased with taking three points 
from Gabbie Stadium.” 


TIGERS STAY 


Eagles and Macarthur Rams, played out an entertaining 3-3 


Penrith Panthers 2 (G Tchliwec 
32m, D Hinton 82m), Satheriand 
Sharks 1 (G McDonald 76m) 


Fairfield Bulls 0 
Manly Warringah 0 


Central Coast Coasties 1 (S Sontag 
73m), St George Saints 1 (G Maglis 
96na) 


Blacktown City 3 (N Imaya 69m, P 
Yates Sade! M Hagger 86m), Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 4 () Mancino 15/37m, J 
Ghisso 25/34m) 


Parramatta Eagles 3 (A Trpkoski 
42m, M Meilak 55m, A Anderson 87m), 
Macarthur Rams 3 (M O'Shea 46m, D 
Cummins 70m, C Bishop 87m) 


Canterbury M’ Ville 0 
Leichhardt Tigers 1 (J Talceyski 
83m) 


Eastern Suburbs 2 (C Sharpley 14m, 
J Aschner 57m}, Bankstown City Lions 
0 


RESULTS 


Penrith v Sutherland 
Fairfield v Manly-Warr 
Central Coast v St George 
Blacktown v Bonnyrigg 
Parramatta v Macarthur 
Cant-Marr v Leichhardt 
Easts v Bankstown 


Canterbury Marr. 
Leichhardt Tigers 


By Joo Russo 


t was goal in the 83rd minute by Yane Talcevski that sealed 
the game for the Leichhardt Tigers agianst his former club 
Canterbury. 

Just when the game appeared to be heading for a draw, it was 
replacement Chris Lansdown that found Talceyski who managed to 
scrummbte the ball over the line for the Tigers’ winner. 

The game never really rose to any great heights and a draw 
appeared to be the likely result, The three 
points gained place the Tigers at the top 
of the Super League table. 

Canterbury hit the post in the 18th 
minute with a shot from Wells and then in 
the 26th, had a shot cleared off the goal 
line by Andrew Dowling when it looked 
as if they may take the lead. 

In the 37th minute Steve Karavatakis, 
who appeared to be offside, surprisingly 
found himself with the ball at his feet but Steve Karavatakis 
he took too long to shoot and ‘keeper 
Frank Mikuletic, playing against his old club, was able to deny him 
an excellent chance, 

In the second half the Tigers dominated and Talcevski’s scrappy 
goal was enough to give them the full compliment of points. 
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A t Melita Stadium, two of last season’s bigger guns, Parramatta 


ww, which followed a tight first half in which the Eagles struck 
through Alex Trposki. 

The Eagles led 3-2 near the end, but a late goal by Chad Bishop saved a 

point for the Rams whose earlier goals came from Matthew O'Shea and 
Danial Cummins. The other Eagles men to score were Mal Meilak and Adam 
Anderson. 
Eastern Suburbs managed their first points of the season in beating the 
hitherto undefeated Bankstown City Lions 2-0 at David Phillips Field. A 
Craig Sharpley free kick and a good goal on the hour by Jimmy Aschner were 
enough to see off a strong challenge by the visitors, in fading light. 

The win was not enough to lift Easts off the bottom with Penrith winning 
on Saturday, but they are now back in touch with the pack. 

Penrith Panthers celebrated their first ever Super League win when a last 
minute strike from Danny Hinton spoilt Sutherland’s elation at snatching an 
88th minute equaliser to Garth Tehliwic's first half goal for the home side. 

The 2-1 win follows three consecutive thrashings for the Panthers, in 
which they conceded 14 goals and failed to score, thus it was a huge boost for 
the Andrews Road crowd, 

St George left it until six minutes into stoppage time to snatch a draw at 
Pluim Park in Central Coast's first appearance at home this season, 

‘Substinae George Maglis undid the good work of Coast midfielder, 19- 
year-old Stuart Sontng. who had opened the scoring in the 72nd minute. 
Fairfield Bulls and Manly Warringah played out a 0-0 draw at Nineveb 
Field in a game which was well fought and even. 


TOP SCORERS 
AFTER ROUND 6 


PLAYER CLUB GOALS 


Steve Karavatakis Leichhardt a 
Johnny Ghisso Bonnyrigg 5 
Steve Christoforidis Canterbury Marrickville 4 
Matthew Borg Fairfield 4 
Jim Bakis St George 4 
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NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


Super League 


Kick-off times — 7.00pm (1st Grade), 5.00pm (U21s), 
3.00pm (U18s) unless otherwise stated 


Saturday 19 February 2000 
St George v Sutherland 
St George Stadium 


Bonnyrigg v Central Coast 
Serbian Centre 


Macarthur v Blacktown 
Lynwood Park 


Penrith v Fairfield 
Andrews Road Field 


Manly v Eastern Suburbs 
Cromer Park 6.00pm (1st Grade) 4.00pm (U21s) 


Leichhardt v Bankstown 
Lambert Park 


Sunday 20 February 2000 


Manly v Eastern Suburbs 
Cromer Park 5.00pm (U18s) 


Cant.-Marr. v Parramatta 
Henson Park 


Catch all the latest news on 
football in NSW in Super Soccer — 
OUT 17 February! 
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@ ABSW 


National Youth League 1999/2000 


NORTHERN DIVISION CROUND 21) 


Sydney United Colts 18 2 3 2) 13 1646 9 
Wollongong Wolves Colts Too Oi (er As HS: 09 74? 
ROUND 21 


ladder after defeating the Newcastle Breakers by 2-1. The 
Spirit leapfrogged Sydney Olympic, who had the bye, to gain 
their highest position on the ladder this season. 

James Monie has found the net on numerous occasions for the Spirit 
and*did so once again when he put the visitors into the lead in the 19th 
minute. The teams went to the break level after John Bennis scored the 
equaliser for the Breakers after 37 minutes. However, the Spirit stole all 
three points when Elvis Olic converted a 67th minute penalty. 

Sydney Olympic Academy scored three times in 17 minutes to 
condemn the Wollongong Wolves Colts to yet another loss. The Wolves 
replied in the 63rd minute via Michael Peros but could do nothing more 
to reduce the deficit. 

The 3-1 win for Olympic is their eighth for the season. The 
goalscorers for the victors were Ben Jarman after 43 minutes, Yavuz 
Sabuncuoglu in the 50th minute and Peter Skanavis 10 minutes later. 

The proud home record of the Q.A.S. was shattered by the visit of the 
A.C.T.A.S, to Suncorp Metway Stadium. The boys from Canberra 
crushed the home side by 4-0. The score was inflated by two late strikes 
by the visitors. The sending off of Shane Stefanutto early in the second 
half also conspired against the Q.A.S. 

Matthew Anstey netted after 17 minutes. The next goal was not 
scored until the 65th minute when Paul Ivanic doubled the lead. Alvaro 
Guzman then scored twice in the 90th minute and in stoppage time to 
improve his team’s for and against record. 

Sydney United played host to the A.I.S. at the Sydney United Sports 
Centre. Despite scoring again, three goals in his last two matches, Ray 
Younis could do little more to stop the visitors. The 4-1 win to the A.LS. 
must surely please head coach Steve O’Connor who has struggled to find 
consistency from his new chargers. 

League pace-setters Parramatta Power increased their lead thanks to a 
4-1 home victory over the Sydney United Colts. The Power have a six 
point lead at the top of the table but the chasing clubs all have games in 
hand over the Power. The minor premiership race is hotting up. 

Andy Rakic scored in the 32nd minute to give United a shock lead but 
this lasted just four minutes. Monte Pfrengle levelling the scores before 
three second-half goals sealed a comfortable result for the hosts. Luke 
Roodenberg, Lachlan Campbell and Brendan Santalab recorded singles. 

Despite going a goal down after nine minutes the Marconi Stallions 


Te: Northern Spirit moved into second spot on the league 


thumped their Colts by 8-1. John Peros scored for the Colts early in the 
match but a barrage of goals followed from their more senior 
counterparts. 

The Stallions Youth led 4-1 at the break and doubled their total in the 
second stanza. Daniel Severino added a hat-trick to take his tally to 13 
for the season. Francis Awaritefe and Harry Karl recorded doubles 
whilst Kevo Gulesserian added another. 

The Northern Spirit Colts led twice against the Newcastle Breakers 
Colts at Breakers Stadium but went home disappointed after suffering a 
3-2 loss. The Spirit Jed after eight mimutes courtesy of a strike by John 
Majurovski. The Breakers squared the ledger two minutes later via Peter 
Haynes. Nathan Foti put the visitors ahead once again in the 27th 
minute. 

The Breakers weren't to be denied and scored twice in the second-half 
to take maximum points. Chris Fleming equalised 10 minutes after the 
break before Adam Hughes scored the winner in the 74th minute. 

The late game on Sunday night saw the Wollongong Wolves steal a 
1-0 away win over the N.S.W.LS. The match was deadlocked until the 
73rd minute when Jay Lucas finally penetrated the Institute’s defence. 
The lone goal was enough to give the Wolves a hard fought three points. 


ROUND 22 
FRIDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2000 
A.C.7.A.S. v Parramatta Power (Bruce Stadium - 5.00pm) 
SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2000 
Sydney United Colts v Wollongong Wolves Colts 
(Sydney United Sports Centre - TBA) 
Northern Spirit v N.S.W.1.S. (Christie Park - 4.30pm) 
Northern Spirit Colts v Newcastle Breakers (Christie Park - 6.30pm) 
ALLS. v Newcastle Colts (AIS Soccer Field - 7.00pm) 
SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2000 
Wollongong Wolves v Sydney Olympic (Brandon Park - 4.00pm) 
Sydney Olympic Academy v Marconi Colts (Wentworth Park - TBA) 
Marconi Stallions v Sydney United (TBA) 


Bye - Q.A.S. 

LEADING SCORERS 
Russell Miner QAS. rr 
Elias Demourtzidis: “AES. ll 
Ryan Griffiths Northern Spirit i 


Parramatta Power 10 


SOUTHERN DIVISION CROUND 13) 


FRIDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2000 
Newcastle Breakers ........1...Northern Spirit ...........06+ 2 
(Bennis 37) (Monie 19, Olic 67 pen) 
SATURDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2000 
Wollongong Wolves Colts ..1 ...Sydney Olympic Academy ....3 
(Peros 63) (Jarman 43, Sabuncuoglu 50, 
Skanavis 601) 
QASiee ccerenenccenens 0... ACTAS, scciscccccsevcsssed A 
(Anstey 17, Ivanic 65, 
Guzman 90, 90) 
Sydney United ..........++ FALLS. .cccveccsccsccoeseeees 4 
(scorer unavailable) (scorers unavailable) 
Parramatta Power ........ 4...Sydney United Colts .......... 1 
(Pfrengle 36, Roodenburg 60, (Rakic 32) 
Campbell 63, B Santalab 81) 
SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2000 
Marconi Stallions Colts ....1...Marconi Stallions ............ 8 
(Peros 9) (Awaritefe 20, 25, Severino 27, 48, 
86, Karl 45, 51, Gulesserian 53) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts .. 3 .. Northern Spirit Colts ........ 2 
(Haynes 10, Fleming 55, Hughes 74) (Majurovski 8, Foti 27) 
INS WLS cericteia none eae 0 ...Wollongong Wolves .......... 1 
{Lucas 73) 
Bye.- Sydney Olympic 
P W D Bye L F A Pts 
Parramatta Power -- 20015 3 1 2 58 16 4 
Northern Spirit 19 13 Ge Ted eerie 
Sydney Olympic 1% 13 3. 2) 3 55 24.42 
QA.S. 19127 ie ses 
Marconi Stallions 18 12 0 1 6 SO 24 36 
ALS. JOS Rl 5924235 
Newcastle Breakers th: Yi 16833 2193) 
Wollongong Wolves 209 2 SI 9 29738129 
Sydney United 35 ££ 1b 8 29°36 28 
ACT.AS. eT Ghee OneS0 (37027 
Sydney Olympic Academy ee ee 7) AD SS tel 25) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts 20; J DENT re) e274 18 23 
N.S.W.LS. ISS See e028 dats 
Northern Spirit Colts Dy 43) less 2ies0Mls) 
Marconi Stallions Colts M3 13. 275913 
ROUND 21 
Saturday 12 February 2000 
Bulleen Inter ........... 6 ..Albury Wodonga .......... 1 
(Adam Curcija 4, (Mathew Vaccaro) 
Frank Coniglio, own goal) 
ROUND 13 
Sunday 13 February 2000 
Carlton ......000+ sowcel paViSzetainese DT cort erry 1 
(Steve Martin) (Spase Dilevski) 
Team P WD fF Pts 
Carlton 2 10 2 0 4 7 32 
Vis 2 8§ 3 3) 32 AG RD 
Bulleen Inter Kings 12 8 ~ 1 3 3622 935 
Melbourne Knights WS 2 aS 34-24 1 
South Melbourne 10), 5:0) 25° 26-4215 
Gippsland Falcons 10) Soph cSe oh 521 aS 
South Dandenong Wd 45 <3) 14) S85)20) 15 
Fawkner Blues 183 3 5 12 24 12 
Albury Wodonga 2 Be 2 Bi LEAS 
Melbourne Knights Academy 9 2 0 7 7 16 
Preston Lions 20 A” BAO” B55 


ROUND 13 


Wednesday 16 February 2000 
Fawkner Blues v Melbourne Knights Academy, 
(CB Smith Reserve, 6.30 pm) 
Saturday 19 February 2000 
South Dandenongy Albury Wodonga, 
(George Andrews Reserve, 4pm) 
Gippsland Falcons v South Melboume, 
(Falcons Stadium, 4 pm) 


Sunday 20 February 2000 
Melbourne Knights v Bulleen Inter, 
(Knights Stadium, 3.30 pm) 
Preston Lions v Bye 


By Rey Hay 


wo matches were brought forward to this past week- 
end, the first being a Round 21 game between Bulleen 


Inter and Albury Wodonga, played on Saturday and 
resulting in a 6-1 win for Bulleen. The other was a Round 13 
game in which Carlton and the Victorian Institute of Sport 
drew 1-1 at Olympic Park on Sunday. 

Bulleen were shocked by an opening goal from Mathew 
Vaccaro for Albury after only three minutes and it took the home 
team nearly half an hour before it could equalise through Frank 
Coniglio. From then on it was the Adam Curcija show as the 
young striker hammered in four goals in the second half. The first 
came in 51 minutes and was followed by three more in 66, 81 and 
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86 minutes. Albury conceded an own goal to complete what was a 
disappointing day on the field for the lads from the border. The 
win takes Bullen into clear third place, equal on points with the 
VIS but with a slightly inferior goal difference. 

Carlton and the VIS played out a highly competitive match at 
Olympic Park. George Papadopoulos was sent off for dissent after 
a booking, reducing Carlton to 10 men, but Steve Martin put his 
team in front after 35 minutes. The VIS replied soon after 
following a corner kick which was half-cleared only for Spase 
Dilevski to strike it cleanly on the volley and it flew into the net. 
Watch for this player in future, whom Ernie Merrick sees as a 
future sweeper for Australian teams. He puts him in the same 
bracket as the young Ned Zelic and Paul Okon. The match 
remained even thereafter and the VIS was reduced to 10 men in 
turn when Jason Dimozantos was sent off. 

Colin Azzopardi and young David Puccio were the Carlton 
stars on the day. 


LEADING SCORERS 
Anthony Pelikan 
Adam Curcija 
Andrew Mashoian South Melbourne 


Melbourne Knights 12 
Bulleen 9 


David Martin 
Ace Stojcevski 


Albury Wodonga 
Carlton 


9 
Angelo Motsiopoulos Carlton 9 
8 
7 


JUNIOR SOCCER 
Parker Packs for Forest 


By Daniel Giorelando 
I: there were one player on the soccer field that 


could turn from being a hero to a villain in no 
time, then a striker would have to be it. 

When the ball hits the net, the coaches, officials 
and fans treat you as a hero but when you can’t get 
one past the keeper, every man and their dog has 
advice for you. 

But for Matthew Parker, the pressures of being a 
striker have yet to pound him this season. Five goals 
in as many games for the U/18 Sunderland Sharks is 
a pretty impressive record for any player. 

But Parker’s run with the Sharks is coming to a 
brief halt, but not through injury, not through player 
revolt but because of the realisation of a dream. A 
dream that Matthew has chased since he first started 
playing for Husskison Soccer Club at the tender age 
of four and a half. 

That dream was to be offered a Big Brother 
Scholarship and for Matthew, this dream has tumed 
to reality following last September’s National 
Championships in Canberra where he represented 
NSW Country. 

Parker, who resides in Nowra, was one of only two 
players to be selected from the NSW Country side 
that finished fifth at the Nationals, the other being 


Matthew Parker: Heading for Nottingham 
Forest. 


brate its 20th anniversary next year and is 


United's Under 16 squad, coached by Frank 
Carabetta, embarks on the soccer adventure of a life- 
time in April. 

The nexus of the team has been together for the 
past 24 months, making the finals of the Southem 

Carabetta's aim is to create a bit of history. 

“T want to do what no other junior Australian club 
team has done and win a game against a European 
side,” he said 

The boys have been in training since last 
November, taking 3 two-week break over Christmas. 

“In reality we' ve been preparing for this tp since 
the beginning of last year, we're now focusing on 

“The early beginning to this season, because of 
the Olympics, will come in handy too.” 

Carabetia will be assisted by another Prairiewood 
seniors veteran in Frank Coletta. ‘ 

‘The 33-year-old brings home invaluable experi- 
ence to the position of assistant coach, having 


uals WOODS 


Cari Mills. 

And Matthew is only a matter of days from 
embarking on the start of a month long trial at 
English club Nottingham Forest before travelling 
north to Scotland to have 2 week trial with 
Scottish Premicr League side Hibernian, 
and as expected the nerves are begin- 
ning to play their part, 

“T was so happy to get the Big 
Brother Scholarship. I’ve wanted 
10 go overseas but | haven't had 
the money to go away, 

“T'll probably get nervous 
when I get to the airport but 1 just 
can’t wait to get started.” 

But nerves are something that 
Parker has little of when he is on the 
field. In fact Matthew is known as being 
one of the more talkative players on the park. 

“When I run onto the field I'm pumped up and I 
get everyone talking, I've got a big mouth on the 
field,” says Parker. 

But goals is what lifts the spirits of any team and 
So far this season, Matthew's goals have helped the 
U/18 Sunderland team to an undefeated record of 
four draws and one win. 

With five goals from as many games Matthew 
knows how to find the back of the net but he also 
knows how to celebrate a goal. When Matthew puts 
one past the keeper his celebration at scoring is quite 
different to any other, 

We have seen it done overseas and occasionally 
here in Australia but Matthew, without fail celebrates 
every goal with a forward somersault. 

“When I score a goal I run towards the crowd and 
do a forward somersault,” says Parker. 

“One night at training, during shooting drills me 
and a teammate both scored and it was just the thing 
we did. Since then it has just stuck,” recalls Parker, 

But should he score during his trial periods for 
Nottingham Forest or in Scotland for Hibernian, 
Matthew has promised to put his extravagant celebra- 
tion on hold. 

Parker is ready and rearing to do his best in Britain 
but should the trails in not turn out as hoped, a future 
back in Australia is beckoning with either his current 
club Sunderland or possibly the AIS following his 
trial with the Institute last October. 


played a record 221 games for the chib and scoring a 
record 115 goals since beginning way back in 1982, 
himself as a 15-year-old. 

Also on the coaching staff is trainer Angelo 
Speciale, also a member of the senior grades, who 
knows a bit about European football, having played 
in the youth ranks of the Lecce club in Italy. 

All three played a valuable part in the club’s only 
senior grade success so far, when the reserves beat 
Holy Cross Ryde in lest year’s grand final 1-0, 

The Under 16"s league on April 11 and will tackle 
teams from around the world in the 2 
Trophy in Barcelona, Spain. 

__ That will be followed by the San Siro Cup in 
Milano, Italy and the City of Roccella Cup in 
Calabria in the nation’s south, 

“It's a hectic few weeks for us but I'm sure the 
boys are up to the challenge, it'll be the trip of a life- 
timé,” said manager Pat Agostino. 

“Prairiewood is proud of its heritage and the 
impact Italian migrants have made on Australia and 
it is nice to be able to expose our team of many dif- 
ferent backgrounds to different places ... it will be a 
Teaming experience on many levels, that’s for sure, 

ae 
els to our younger community and they’ the 
flag for the region and, indeed, the country. 


Whilst he wasn’t offered a scholarship at the 
Institute, head coach Steve O'Connor did explain to 
Matthew that he was still young and in fact encour- 
aged him to trial later this year, advice that Matthew 

will certainly follow. 
But as so many juniors, Europe and 
in particular England is where 
Matthew has dreams of one day 
playing, in particular his 
Favourite club, Manchester 

United. 

“T want to make it overseas, 
England or Europe. The 
leagues in Europe are much 

better than in Australia. The 

money is much better than here 

and also you are playing against 

better opponents which gives you a 
chance to improve your skill, 

“But if T don't make it overseas straight away, I 
will still be striving to play in the first grade of the 
NSL and take it from there.” 

And for advice, Matthew recommends that the 
hard work begins on the training pitch. 

“Train hard, do a lot of stretching and give 100 per 
cent every week no matter what.” 

Together with his determination, skill and youthful 
exuberance, Matthew’s career is going froward in 
leaps and bounds, or should that be-flips and 
Somersaults. However the way, Matthew Parker is a 
name to remember. 


PROFILE 


Name: Matthew Thomas Parker 
DOB: 9/12/83 
Foot: Right 
Eye Colour: Brown 
Hair Colour: Brown 
Position Played: Striker 
Current Club: Sutherland Sharks 
Previous Clubs: Wollongong Wolves, Southern 

Branch 


ACHIEVEMENTS 


Selected to the Big Brother Scholarship 


PERSOPNALITY 


Favourite Actor: Cameron Diaz 


Nae 


“But, I must stress, we can't get there without 
community support and we need plenty of it,” he 
said. 


The touring team is: Yavuz Kiratli, Luke 
Goodwin, Vince Furfaro, Adam DiPasqua, Stephen 
Holland, Tornas Talasch, Michael Papandrea, lan 
Johnston, Nikat Kiratli, Steven Holborow, John 
Macri, Roy Agostino, Alex Capra, Michael Ackoui 
and Rocky Colosi. 

Anyone able to contribute sponsorship funds (or 
if you require more details) can call Pat Agostino on 
0418 112 404 of 9756 2206, 


HISTORY 
Peiiewess actually began in the auspices of 
Competitive soccer in 1982 with several friendly 
games in preparation for its entry into the Southern 
Districts All Age Premier League of the following 


year. 
In that first official season, the team playing 
under the Calabria Community Club banner made 
the semi-finals in the first grade and actually went 
through to the grand final in the reserves, only to 
lose on penalties after twice playing out a 3-3 draw 
The seconds made the decider the following year 
too, only to lose 2-1 to arch-rival Abruzzi. 
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L a =. ad = —* 
Matthew in actlon for NSW Country at last 


year’s Nationals. 
Favourite Magazine: ABSW 
Favourite Food: Fruit 
Favourite Drink: Water 
Favourite TV Show: English Premier League 


If you were stuck on a desert Island, what three 
people would you most like to have around you? 


Dwight Yorke 

Cameron Diaz 

Anna Kournikova 

THE PEERS 

Favourite Overseas Player: Dwight Yorke 
Favourite Overseas Team: Man. Utd 
Favourite Aussie based Overseas: Ante Milicic 
Favourite Home based Aussie; — Gabriel Mendez 
Most admired Defender: Jaap Stam 
Most admired Midfielder: Zinedine Zidane 
Most admired Striker: Dwight Yorke 
Most admired Goalkeeper: Mark Bosnich 
Major Influences: Mum and Dad 


MOVIE 


Such was the impressive progression of the club, 
Calabria CCC moved into the New South Wales 
Soccer Federation ranks, playing with more play-off 
appearances but still no title in the fourth division 
before a lack of financial support saw the side fold 
in 1987. 

Three years later Club Calabria Association 
Football was resurrected and there was pre-season 
success in the Alitalia Cup in 1990. 

Further success following in the Turruwul Cup 
but again grand final success:eluded the senior side 
with losses in the competition deciders, although 
there was solace in continued victories by the junior 
aad all age men’s outfits: 

In 1994 the club moved into its impressive home 
ground, the Calabria Sports Ground and went from 
strength to 

Then finally in 1999, led by veteran skipper Frank 
Coletta, United claimed the much-sort afier tithe with 
victory in the fourth division second grade grand 
final, beating Holy Cross Ryde 1-0, thanks toa Lee 
Drylund goal, 

In the year 2000 the seniors will play in New 
South Wales Federation Division Three, the club 
boasting more than 20 teams, most of them junior 


sides turning out in the Southern Districts 
Association! 


SOCCER WOMAN 


By Janene Mar 


INJURY SIDELINES MURRAY 


ey Matildas striker Julie 

Murray has been sidelined 

‘or several months by a 
serious ankle injury, with the 
countdown to Sydney 2000 now at 
just seven months, 

Murray found herself on the 
operating table last Monday (7 Feb) 
for surgeons to repair floating 
cartilage, dead bone in her foot, and 
another piece of bone which needed 
to be shaved. Amazingly, in her 20 
years in soccer, this was Murray’s 
first time in hospital. Add this to the 
anguish of the news that she’would be 
out of the game for pesca five 
months. 

A follow-up consultation early this 
week: will reveal just how long the 
recovery will take. Initial comments 
from the doctor following the 
operation were at least much more 
positive. 

“He was very, very pleased with the 
tesults and expected me to be out for 
less time than first thought,” 
explained Murray. “And there was no 
need for him to slice me open - he 
was able to do it all by arthroscope 
through three small incisions. 

Murray had only just returned to 
Canberra in mid-December from the 
US after completing her Victory Tour 


| Jap new National Coach 
April Heinrichs utilised 25 
players in last week’s two 
matches against former World Cup 
champions Norway, giving many of 
the up and coming players a chance 
at the top international level. 

Amongst those selected by 
Heinrichs were eight players from the 
US Team which won last month’s 
Australia Cup - Siri Mullinix, Nandi 
Pryce, Aly Wagner, Susan Bush, 
Aleisha Cramer, Michelle French, 
Christie Welsh, and Danielle Slaton. 

The USA went down in both 
matches by the narrow scorelines of 3- 
2 and 2-1 to a team currently ranked 
number four in the world. 

Results alone in two friendly 
matches are surely not the important 
issue here. Yet Heinrichs has received 
early criticism for her actions, at least 
from members of the general public. 
Hopefully these are merely starry-eyed 
fans who can’t bear their idols to lose 
to anybody on any occasion. 

Heinrichs should not be discouraged 
from continuing to experiment with the 
fringe players. After all, it was the 
practice of using the same dozen 
superstars match in match out for the 
last eight years which caused the 
current situation of a lack of depth in 
the ranks. 
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commitments as a member of the 
World Stars Team. It was in her very 
first training session back with the 
Matildas that she sustained the injury. 
A simple attempt to block a rocket- 
like pass, and Murray was left 
limping. 

But early diagnosis revealed 
nothing too worrying, and Murray 
was selected for last month’s 
Australia Cup. Some initial pain was 
felt but the 29-year-old went the full 
90 minutes in the opening match 
against Sweden, and the next day 
there were no problems. Three days 
later in Melbourne, the ankle was sore 
during the warm-up although she later 
came off the bench for the last half- 
hour, scoring a goal in the process 
against the Czechs. But the pain was 
becoming overbearing. 

An x-ray immediately upon arrival 
to Adelaide again showed nothing, 
and cortisone injections helped to 
settle the ankle.’ On the afternoon of 
the match against the USA, Murray 
was named in the starting 11, but later 
emerged from the Hindmarsh Stadium 
dressing rooms still in her runners. 
The injury had flared once again. 

“Tn the end, I didn’t need a fitness 
test because I couldn’t even run. I 
was very disappoint 


HEINRICHS BACKS YOUNGSTERS || MATILDAS SET 


Depth in terms of experience that is. 
For there is little doubt the fringe 
players knocking on the door are 
quality, skilled athletes. But without 
the opportunities to play such games as 
these just completed, they will never 
gain that vital element of high level 
international experience, a situation 
which cannot be replicated elsewhere. 

The USA is currently number one in 
the world, but without blooding this 
next generation of players, they can 
only go downhill from here. 

So-called fans for instance slammed 
the selection of defender Nandi Pryce 
whose underhit back pass to the keeper 


46), Mia Hamm (Alyssa Ramsey 74). 
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FOR THE RECORD 


6 February - Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Norway 3 (Riise 20, own goal 81, Mellgren 91+) defeated USA 2 (Hamm 25, 
Lilly 71) 
USA - Saskia Webber, Joy Fawcett, Kate Sobrero, Nandi Pryce, Brandi Chastain, 
Shannon MacMillan (Susan Bush 67), Aleisha Cramer (Aly Wagner 67), Julie 
Foudy - capt (Carla Overbeck 77), Kristine Lilly, Tiffeny Milbrett (Christie Welsh 


9 February - Boca Raton, Florida 
Norway 2 (Pettersen 16, Riise 52) defeated USA I (Welsh 13) 
USA - Briana Scurry (Siri Mullinix 46), Danielle Slaton, Carla Overbeck (Sara 
Whalen 46), Michelle French, Nandi Pryce, Shannon MacMillan (Lorrie Fair 46), 
Michelle Akers (Aly Wagner 46), Tisha Venturini, Jena Kluegel, Tiffeny 
Milbrett, Christie Welsh (Alyssa Ramsey 70) 


After the tournament, an MRI scan 
started to unfold the mystery. A visit 
to another doctor in Sydney was to 
send shockwaves through Murray’s 
Olympic aspirations. 

“T was expecting maybe two to four 
months out, but he told me no running 
for three months, then another two 
months before playing. He later said 
that generally this is a career-ending 
injury. 1 was gobsmacked, so 
shocked. I was trying to calculate it 
all in terms of the Olympics, how 
long I'd have. Everything was going 
through my mind. It took me a couple 
of days for it to all sink in. I spoke to 
Chris (Tanzey) and he was really 
positive, which then made me a lot 
more positive.” 

Murray was also told she would 
always be in pain. But there was no 
other option but to have the operation 
as the fragmentation would otherwise 
only worsen to the point where the 
bone would break off. 

“T was rather devastated - I thought 
the Olympics are out. But then I 
thought - No I’m not going to give it 
up. I don’t care about the pain. As 
long as I can perform to the level I 
want to perform. Mentally I’m pretty 
strong. I’ll go through a lot of pain 
before 1’ll pull out.” 


Juile Murray: Career-ending injury. 


resulted in Norway’s first goal in the 
opening match. Mistakes are going to 
happen, and the only way players can 
learn. The transition from national 
youth teams and college teams is not 
an easy jump. Heinrichs at least feels 
she has good potential and also 
selected her for the second match. 

It’s a situation similar to Chris j 


TO GO CASUAL 
FOR A CAUSE 


disability and is the most expensive 


ydneysiders, watch out for 


Tanzey’s with the Matildas, integrating the bigger than life Matildas to treat. It often cannot be detected 
the new players and his new system of = R ! . a 

play. Things don’t happen overnight - happily looking down on prior to birth and cannot be ae 
there are many disappointments to | } YoU itvall their naked splendour. The Spastic Centre provides 
overcome on the way to achieving ‘The now famous group shot from numerous vital services to assist 


greater goals. the Matildas 2000 Calendar is about 
to be posted all over Sydney on 30 
huge advertising billboards. It’s all 
in the name of supporting the 
Spastic Centre of NSW’s 


fundraising: campaign which this 


these people and their families in all 
aspects of their lives, and aims to 
raise $1 million this campaign. One 
of their most exciting projects is 
provision of the newly-invented 
Hart Walker which allows even 
with a severe disability to 
walk, often for the first time in their 
lives. 
Six of the Matildas attended last 
Wednesday night's launch at the 
new Novotel Homebush Bay along 
with Neighbour's star Daniel 
“Macpherson, jazz musician Don 
Burrows, entertainers Jeanne Little 
and Bernard King, and Paralympic 
gold medallist Priya Cooper. 


j On frags March 3, people. 
throughout the community are 
encouraged to go about their 
business dressed in casual gear, and 
buy a badge to help raise funds for 
people with cerebral palsy. 
Cerebral palsy affects one in 
every 400 babies bom each year. It 
is the most common physical 


ABSW (#} 


FAMOUS PHOTOS 


Have you had your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? 
Even if it happened years ago, you can have the photo published in 
ABSW. Send photos to: 
The Editor 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475. 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com. 
*All photos will be returned 


STUMP THE EDITOR 


QUESTION from: D. Gardner 


Hampton Park, VIC 


Back in the 1950’s Frank Blunstone played for Chelsea and then had to do National service. | 
Which regiment was he in? 


UESTION from: 4, j, Hitchman 
South Dandenong, VIC 


In December 1957 Charlton Athletic met Huddersfield Town in a Division Two match at The 
Valley. The final score was 7-6 in Charlton’s favour. Charlton’s left winger, John Summers, 
scored five on that day. The other two, including the winner, were netted by John “Buck” Ryan. 
Which club did he play for before signing for Charlton? 


| _ Interesting question, except that it has nothing to do with football. But Blunstone was a great player 
| | for Chelsea making 317 appearances and scoring 47 times. Prior to that he played 48 times for Crewe 
' 1 netting 12 goals. 

Let’s keep our questions football related since those are the more interesting ones. 


A toughie!! But I believe John “Buck” Ryan played for Chippenham Town prior to joining Charlton. 


QUESTION from: Bruno Lampasona 
Cammeray, NSW 


Ex-Milan and Italy defender Mauro Tassotti made an inauspicious exit from national team foot- 
ball. What was it? 


Tassotti was banned for a substantial amount of matches after breaking the nose of Spanish striker 
Luis Enrique in the 1994 World Cup Quarter Final. The fact that he was already in his 30's meant he 
did not play for Italy again. 


THIS WEEKS THE RULES WIN a copy of the soccer video of your 
i “ Questions will be answered within two edi- choice if you can Stump The Editor. 
_SCOREBO tions of ABSW due to print deadlines. If they a 
re not answered with “9 editions then ! 7 a 
~ il Br iia Send your question to: 


Due to fairness and lack of space please 
ABSW 


| | | | | | | ; | “ limit your suggestions to ONE question per 
reader per edition, 
PO BOX 155, Marrickville 2204 
or fax on (02) 9550 9332 
or email to: 


suncab pete nouuanc oom 
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Important 
Please make all questions as clear as possi- 


EDITOR 
: ble. Ambiguous or deliberately misleading 
ABSW READERS questions will not be tolerated. 


FIORENTINA 1 
UDINESE 1 


rentina had the better chances but need- 
ed Gabriel Batistuta to salvage a point. 
The Argentine made the scoresheet for the 
third successive weekend to cancel out Martin 
Joergensen’s header for the visitors. Rui Costa 
hit the Udinese bar with a bullet shot at the end 
of the first half. 


INTER MILAN 1 
TORINO 1 


ruguayan defender Gustavo Mendez 
scored his first of the season to stun the 
San Siro before Christian Vieri equalised for 
Inter with a powerful header from 12 metres. 
Torino’s Fabio Galante hit the woodwork with 
an early effort against his former club while 
Alvaro Recoba had an inspired match for Inter. 


JUVENTUS 1 
LECCE 0 


inedine Zidane put Juve ahead with a 
free-kick after 26 minutes of a combative 
match in which there were 57 fouls. 

Juve had midfielder Alessio Tacchinardi sent 
off for dissent on the stroke of halftime but held 
on to record their seventh 1-0 victory in their 21 
league games to date. 


LAZIO 0 . 
PARMA 0 


azio’s Croatian striker Alen Boksic had 

two worthwhile appeals for penalties 
refused while at the other end Parma’s 
Hernan Crespo missed two golden first half 
chances, 


Lazio’s Alen Boksic and Parma’s Lilian 
Thuram tussle in their 0-0 draw. 


22 


Inter’s Recoba glides past the Torino defence. The match ended 1-1. 


PERUGIA 2 
AS ROMA 2 


oma captain and playmaker Francesco 
Totti was sent off for pushing the referee 
after 20 minutes but his side were 2-0 up by 
the interval thanks to goals from Japan’s 
Hidetoshi Nakata - against his former club - 
and Vincenzo Montella from the penalty spot. 
A brace of goals from midfielder Renato 
Olive after the break gave Perugia their point. 
Roma coach Fabio Capello was banished to the 
stands for dissent, 


PIACENZA 0 
REGGINA 0 


ull relegation dogfight which left 
Piacenza anchored in bottom spot and 
Reggina just clear of the relegation zone. 


VENEZIA 3 
CAGLIARI 0 


| oe goals from Maurizio Ganz early in the 
second half turned the match Venezia’s 
way. 

It gave new coach Francesco Oddo his first 
victory in charge and stopped the rot at a 
Venezia side who had conceded 10 goals in their 
previous two matches. Both sides remain in 
trouble. 


BARI 1 
VERONA 1 


D3 match enlivened only slightly by the 
appearance after halftime of Bari’s 
promising 17-year-old striker Antonio 
Cassano. 

Verona, 16th in the 18-team league will be the 
happier with their point against a Bari side still 
unbeaten at home this season. 
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BOLOGNA 2 
AC MILAN 3 


ologna had only conceded one goal in 10 
home league matches before the. match 
but Milan were 3-0 up within an hour cour- 
tesy of goals from Ivan Gattuso, Andriy 
Shevchenko and Oliver Bierhoff. 
The home side then scored twice in two min- 
utes but Milan held on for a win which lifted 
them to third. 


Edgar Davids (left) tangles with Lecce’s 
Conticchio. Juventus won 1-0. 


he performances so far this season by 
Fiorentina and Lecce are talking points 
for very different reasons. 

Both teams sit approximately in mid-table - a 

| position that neither certainly expected to be in at 
the start of the season. 

Fiorentina, who led the Serie A for a while last 
season, were expected to be Championship con- 
tenders. They qualified for the European 
Champions League last season and were hoping to 
go one better this year and take out the Scudetto | 
(Championship). 

| However, they have stumbled from one disaster 

| to another. Their form has been dreadful and at 

one stage their legendary coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni offered to stand down but his resigna- 
tion was not accepted by club President Vittorio 
Cecchi Gori. 

Fiorentina are still in the Champions League } 
and a good performance there may be the only | 

} ‘saving-grace,’ from what has otherwise been a 
) terrible season for them so far. 

Lecce on the other hand are the real ‘surprise 
packets.’ They only ever hope to survive in the 
Serie A and avoid the drop at the end of the season 
back to the Serie B. However, this year has been 
totally different. 

Coached by Alberto Cavasin (who?) in his very 
first year in the Serie A and spearheaded in attack | 
by Christian Lucarelli - amongst Serie A’s leading 
goalscorers - their performances have been most 
praiseworthy indeed. 

Well done to little Lecce, a team from the south 
of Italy with a very small budget but a lot of heart. 


Ve has replaced coach Luciano Spalletti | 
with Francesco Oddo, a fairly experienced 
coach in the Serie A. 

For the hapless Spalletti, it was the second time 

that Venezia sacked him this year. Early in the 

) season he was sacked and replaced by another 
experienced Serie A coach, Giuseppe Materazzi. 
After a month, Materazzi was given his marching 
orders and Spalletti was re-instated. 

Depending on Oddo’s performances, it could be 
a case of ‘third time lucky’ for Spalletti should 
Oddo be sacked and the SOS once again go out to 
him. 

One cannot help feel for Spalletti, as this is a 
repeat of last year when he was in charge of | 

| Sampdoria. 

Spalletti was sacked and replaced by David 
Platt for a few weeks. However, Platt was soon 
shown the door and Spalletti was re-instated. 
When Sampdoria was relegated for the first time 
in 18 years at the end of the season, Spalletti was 
once again on the outer. 


pe Maldini, captain of AC Milan and Italy, is 
once again said to be linked to Chelsea. 
| Rumour has it that he will join the London club 
} after Euro 2000. 

Chelsea, coached by Gianluca Vialli, has an 
array of Italians on their books and most of them 
are former internationals such as Zola, Di Matteo 
and Casiraghi. 

Maldini, aged 33, is said to be very interested in 
the move and it may be an indication that he con- 
siders his international career over after this year’s 
Euro 2000, 

Given His indifferent form this year at AC 
Milan, the player once considered to be the 
world’s best defender, may be very lucky to be at 
Euro 2000 at all! 


ARSENAL 0 
LIVERPOOL 1 


tT: Camara’s 18th minute strike con- 
signed Arsenal to a home defeat and fur- 
ther dented manager Arsene Wenger’s title 
hopes. 

The striker raced on to Steven Gerrard’s 
through ball to go one-on-one with David 
Seaman, beating the England goalkeeper at his 
left-hand post. 

Arsenal threw everything at Liverpool, hitting 
the bar and forcing goalkeeper Sander 
Westerweld to make several key saves, but 
could not break down their defence. 


CHELSEA 3 
WIMBLEDON 1 


Noe striker Andreas Lund scored 
on his debut as Wimbledon took the lead 
against fifth-placed Chelsea, 

Lund smashed a close-range shot high into the 
top corner after 73 minutes. Chelsea equalised 
soon afterwards when George Weah headed 
across goal, the ball came out to Gustavo Poyet 
and the Uruguayan smashed home from 25 
metres. Weah made it 2-1 with a deft header in 
the 80th minute and Jody Morris flattered 
Chelsea by grabbing a third in the dying sec- 
onds. 


COVENTRY CITY 3 


SUNDERLAND 2 


R= Keane got mid-table Coventry off 
oa dream start against sixth-placed 
Sunderland, grabbing the opener after just 
two minutes when goalkeeper Thomas 


Sorensen failed to hold onto a fizzing 
Mustapha Hadji free-kick. 

Hadji doubled the hosts’ lead just 11 minutes 
later, tapping in from a corner and it was 3-0 
after 18 minutes when Cedric Roussel slammed 
home after some Hadji trickery. 

Kevin Phillips pulled one back for Sunderland 
in the 57th minute, hooking the ball in from 
close range for his 23rd goal of the season and 
Alex Rae made it 3-2 in the 89th minute. 


EVERTON 2 
DERBY COUNTY 1 


erby had the better of the opening stages 

but it was American Joe-Max Moore 
who put the hosts ahead in the 24th minute, 
lashing past Mart Poom. Everton made it 2-0 
in first half injury time when Michael Ball 
converted a penalty after Richard Gough had 
been pushed at a corner. 

Avi Nimni pulled one back for Derby just 
before the hour, sliding the ball under Thomas 
Mhyre, but Everton held on for the three points 
and move up to seventh. 


LEEDS UNITED 1 
TOTTENHAM 0 


A stroke of genius from Harry Kewell gave 
placed Leeds a 1-0 victory in this 
full-blooded affair. 

The Australian striker sprung the offside trap 
after a deep header from the half-way line in the 
23rd minute, nodded the ball over the advancing 
Spurs ‘keeper Jan Walker, wrong-footed 
England defender Sol Campbell and calmly slot- 
ted home, 


Jody Morris: Grabbed a third goal in the closing stages as Chelsea beat Wimbledon 3-1. 


A late challenge by Lee Bowyer on Stephen 
Clemence after the interval sparked violent 
scenes and the match deteriorated into a physi- 
cal challenge after that. 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 3 
MANCHESTER UNITED 0 


A n amazing Duncan Ferguson volley 
inned Manchester United after 26 min- 


utes of this high-tempered clash. The Scottish 
striker took a flick on from Alan Shearer 
and, with his back to the goal, span and 
thumped it past Mark Bosnich with his left 
foot. 


Manchester United had held the upper hand in 
the early stages but after the goal it was all 
Newcastle. 

Ten minutes into the second half Andy Cole 
was denied United’s equaliser — and his 100th 
goal for the club - when referee Steven Lodge 
tuled the ball had not crossed the line. 

United captain Roy Keane was sent off for a 
second yellow card in the 66th minute, Cole was 
booked for dissent after the sending off, and 
Paul Scholes soon followed him into the book. 

Shearer made it 2-0 in the 76th minute, curl- 
ing the ball in, and then slotted his second and 
Newcastle’s third 10 minutes later. 


SHEFFIELD WED 0 
SOUTHAMPTON 1 


orwegian Jo Tessem got on the end of a 
whipped cross from the right after 26 
minutes and, with a flick of his foot, gave 
Glenn Hoddle’s visitors the three points. 
Belgium’s Gilles de Bilde had a perfect 
chance to level from the penalty spot having 
been hauled down in the area, but Saints goal- 
keeper Paul Jones saved. 


Duncan Ferguson: Amazing volley as Newcastle thumped the champions 3-0. 


WATFORD 1 
LEICESTER CITY 1 


ottom-of-the-league Watford held out for 
39 minutes before going a goal behind to 
Leicester. 

All eyes were on striker Stan Collymore, 
making his debut for Martin O’Neill’s side, but 
it was Matt Elliott who scored the opener with 
an overhead kick from close in. 

But Watford levelled two minutes into the 
second half through Nordin Wooter. The Dutch 
striker popped the ball over the line after an 
unruly scramble fo earn a share of the points. 


WEST HAM 5 


BRADFORD CITY 4 


est Ham came from 4-2 down to grab 

victory in a thriller at Upton Park. 
Bradford snatched the lead through Dean 
Windass on the half hour, but the hosts ley- 
elled five minutes later when Trevor Sinclair 
lashed home an unstoppable shot. 

The Hammers took the lead just before half- 
time when Paulo Di Canio took a free-kick near 
the corner flag, found John Moncur 30 metres 
out and he slammed the ball past ‘keeper Aiden 
Davison. Moncur tumed villain seconds later 
when he brought Dean Saunders down in the 
box and Peter Beagrie made it 2-2 from the spot. 

The second half saw Bradford pull ahead 
early on with two goals from Jamie Lawrence 
but Di Canio netted a penalty to pull one back 
for 4-3. Young England hopeful Joe Cole scored 
his first league goal for 4-4 and Frank Lampard 
hit the Hammers’ winner seven minutes from 
time. 
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UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE ..: 


GROUP B 


GROUP A 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21 


Valencia 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15 
Barcelona = v_—Hertha Bertin Bordeaux 
Porto Vv Sparta Prague 


Valencia 


Fiorentina 
Mancheste! 
Valencia 

Bordeaux 


| rtificial turf can be 
used for official inter- 
national matches out- 


side the finals of FIFA compe- 
titions, world soccer’s govern- 
ing body said last week. 

FIFA said in a statement that 
at the end of January an agree- 
ment was signed with the 
Liberian national soccer associa- 
tion allowing artificial turf to be 
installed at a Monrovia stadium, 

“Official international match- 
es and matches of the prelimi- 
nary rounds of FIFA competi- 
tions may be carried out on such 
turf,” FIFA said. 

It said various media reports 
had talked of an “alleged modifi- 
cation” to FIFA regulations 


FIFA BACKS ARTIFICIAL TURF 


under which FIFA was consider- 
ing the annulment of a rule pre- 
venting the use of artificial turf 
on soccer pitches. 


Michel Zen-Ruffinen: 
FIFA General Secretary. 


Bordeaux 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15 
Manchester Utd v Fiorentina 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21 
Fiorentina 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 


Florentina 2 Manchester Utd 
Batistuta 25, Balbo 52 
Valencla 3 Bordeaux 


Farinos 60, Tlie 66, 
Gonzalez 88 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
Bordeaux 
Manchester Utd 3 Valencia 
Keane 38, Solskjaer 47 
Scholes 69 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 
Manchester Utd v Bordeaux 
Fiorentina 


0 Fiorentina 


Vv Valencia 


TUESDAY, MARCH 7 
Vv Manchester Utd 
v_ Fiorentina 


Vv Valencia 


v Bordeaux 
v_ Manchester Utd 


2 
rUtd 2 
2 
2 


-oo- 
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FIFA pointed out that artifi- 
cial turf had never been prohibit- 
ed but that matches in the finals 
of tournaments such as the |} 
World Cup hud to be played on |} 
natural turf. ‘ 

“This directive will remain 
unchanged.” 

Developments in artificial turf 
technology had led to new 
hybrids which were of a far 
superior quality to earlier ver- 
sions which produced irregular 
bounce and injuries. 

FIFA said in some countries 
with extreme climatic conditions 
the quality of natural turf was 
often inferior to artificial turf 
and very expensive to maintain. 


QUARTER FINALS 


First Leg — April 7 


Second Leq — Aprit 19 
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- Porto (Portugal) Bordeaux (France) 
“Hertha Berlin (Germany) Fiorentina (Italy) 
Barcelona (Spain) Manchester United (England) — 

Sparta Prague (Czech Republic) Valencia (Spain) 


0 


wu 


emands by leading European soccer clubs 
D= their games should take priority over 

international friendlies are completely unac- 
ceptable, UEFA General Secretary Gerhard Aigner 
was quoted as saying last week. 

The G-14 members — among them 
Manchester United, Bayern Munich, 
Real Madrid and AC Milan — last 
week presented UEFA and FIFA @ 
detailed proposal for » unified cal- 
endar, inclading a two week winter 
break and a month free of all soc- 
cer during the European summer. 

“The G-14 recognises it is a lobby 
group”, Aigner said. 

“For such general problems there are 
leagues and national associations, We have no 
intention of talking to the G-14.” 


The clubs said there should be just two periods for 


SEMI-FINALS 


First Leg — May 3 
Second Leg — May 10 


SE *¢ 


CHAMPIONS 
GUE, 


GROUP D 


Feyenoord (Netherlands) 
Olympique Marseille (France) 
Lazio (Italy) 

Chelsea (England) 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
Marseille 0 Lazio 2 
Stankovic 64, 
Conceicao 78 
Feyenoord 4 
Julio Cruz 90 


Chelsea 3 
Babayaro 45 
Tore Flo 67, 86 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
Feyenoord 3 Marseille 0 
Cruz 72, 90 
Bosvelt 83 


Lazio 0 Chelsea 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
Lazio v_ Feyenoord 
Marseille v_ Chelsea 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 
Feyenoord Vv Lazio 
Chelsea v_ Marseille 


TUESDAY, MARCH 14 
Vv Marseille 
v_ Chelsea 


Lazio 
Feyenoord 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
Marseille v -Feyenoord 
Chelsea Vv Lazio 


Chelsea 21 
Lazio on 
Feyenoord 224 
Marseille 2 0 


oo--— 
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internationals, one of two weeks at the end of October 
and one of more than three weeks at the end of the sea- 
son. 

The group, which was heavily involved in plans to set 
up a breakaway European Super League in 
1998, also said clubs should be compen- 
sated when their players are on inter- 
national duty, with 50 per cent of the 

revenue made by national associa- 

tions from internationals going to 
the clubs. 

But Aigner described the pro- 

posal as “mad and absolutely unac- 
ceptable,” 

“All this is irresponsible and purely 
egotistical. It is typical of an attitude in 
which private interest prevails over the inter- 

est of football as a whole. The only motivation behind 
it is money.” 


FINAL 


Wednesday, May 24 
At Stade de France 


World Rankings 


(Valid until February 16) 
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6&8. FYR Macedonia 


181 


Bahrain 


177= Cape Verde Is 
177= Tonge 

179= Samoa 

+79= Pakistan 


Philippines 

Cook Islands 

PNG 

Vanuatu 

Brunei Darussalam 
Puerto Rico 

Sao Tome e 
Principe 

Equatorial Guinea 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 


played yet do not appear i 


ARSENAL CAN'T WIN = WENGER 


anager Arsene Wenger has 

written off Arsenal’s 

English title chances after 
their 2-1 defeat at lowly Bradford 
City left the London side nine points 
behind Manchester United. 

“Forget Manchester United. The 
championship is played in England and 
not in dreamland,” the Frenchman said. 

“If we make it to the Champions 
League we'll have done a good job,” he 
added. 

As well as being nine points adrift of 


LARSSON GETS 


English and European champions 
United, the Gunners have played one 
game more. They are third, ahead of 
Liverpool on goal difference and three 
points behind Leeds United. 

The north Londoners, who played 
their European matches at Wembley 
last year, have been knocked out of the 
Champions League but are still in the 
UEFA Cup. 

They will qualify for next season’s 
Champions League if they finish 
among the top three premiership clubs. 


GREEN LIGHT 


wedish international Henrik Larsson 

is poised to make a remarkable 

recovery from a double leg fracture, 
after his club, Celtic, revealed that he 
could be playing within three months. 

Celtic coach at the time John Bames said 
that Larsson, 28, “should be back before the 
end of the season,” which would give the 
striker a chance of making Sweden's squad 
for the European Championship Finals in 
June. 

Larsson had written-off his own chances 
of returning to action until next season, fol- 
lowing the horrific double-fracture of his left 
leg, sustained in a UEFA Cup tie in October, 

Larsson scored four goals in the qualifying 
campaign to help Sweden to the Euro 2000 
finals, and has become an idol in Scotland 
since moving to Celtic from Feyenoord in 
July 1997, scoring 70 goals in just 27 


months. recovery. 


Henrik Larsson: Remarkable 


eltic say they will not be 
rushed into appointing their 
fourth coach in less than 
three years after announcing the 
sacking of John Barnes. 
The Scottish club’s chief executive 
Allan MacDonald insisted at a news 
conference at Celtic Park that the club 


argument that ended with Bares sub- 
stituting Australian striker Mark 
Viduka. 

The Sun newspaper claimed that 
Viduka, defender Stephane Mahe, 
goalkeeper Jonathan Gould, Barnes 
and his assistant Eric Black were all 
involved in a dressing room fight. 


would not sacrifice speed for quality 
to find a successors to replace Barnes, 
who lasted just eight months in the 
job. 
Kenny Daiglish, Celtic’s director 
of football who won the English 
championship as a manager with 
Liverpool and Blackburn Rovers, has 
taken temporary charge of the team, 
and his first duty was to accuse the 
players of helping to get Barnes 
sacked, 

Celtic trail rivals Rangers by 10 
points in the Scottish Premier League 
and were embarrassingly knocked out 
of the Scottish Cup last week by first 
division Inverness Caledonian Thistle. 

But as bad as the performances 
have been, it as much the behind-the- 
scenes rows that ended Barnes’ brief 
tenure. 

The defeat, the worst in the club’s 
112-year history, featured a half-time 


John Barnes: Sacked. 


BOSS SAYS 
MONEY'S 


seem too big to me,” 
Schroeder told soccer mag- 
azine Kicker in an inter- 
view. 

“The money which is 
being paid by the top clubs 
here has also become so 
big that we should start 
worrying about it,” he 
added. 


Black was also sacked while coach 
Terry. McDermott, the former 
Liverpool! player left by mutual agree- 
ment, 

Dalglish, who said he took no plea- 
sure in terminating the three-year con- 
tract of his former Liverpool col- 
league Barnes, said: “There are many 
people who have to look at them- 
selves in the mirror. 

“Players can get you the sack as 
well as success. The same players 
here got John Barnes the Manager of 
the Month award just six weeks ago. 

“They should be asking if they 
have the passion and commitment that 
is expected at this club. 

“They should be proud to wear that 
shirt and if they do not want to, they 
can leave. I don’t think this club 
deserves people like that, and if they 
temain so, they will not be here much 
longer.” 

Dalglish insisted the move last 
June to appoint Barnes, who won 79 
caps for England, to one of the tough- 
est jobs in Britain, without any expe- 
rience of coaching or management, 
was not a mistake. 

“T still believe John will go on to be 
success, but it is just a pity it will not 
be at Celtic,” he said, 
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DRUNK REF 
SUSPENDED 


ussian referee Sergei Khusainov, alleged to 
have been drunk before a UEFA Cup match in 
tember, has been suspended until July 31. 

UEFA’s disciplinary committee ruled Khusainov had 
“displayed improper conduct”. 

Khusainov and his three assistants were provisionally 
suspended by European soccer’s governing body in 
December after studying reports of their demeanour 
when they had arrived at Tel Aviv’s Ben-Gurion airport 
to officiate at a UEFA Cup first round match between 
Hapoel Haifa and Club Bruges of Belgium. 

Khusainov, Sergei Kosiano, Sarvon Martinov and 
Pavel Ginzburg were replaced by substitute officials 
from Romania. 

The UEFA appeals body ruled in January that the 
decision to suspend the four officials was invalid and 
referred the case back to the disciplinary committee. 

After reviewing the case, the disciplinary committee 
decided to suspend Khusainov until July 31. His three 
assistants remain suspended wntil April 30. 

Khusainov has until February 11 to file another 
appeal. : 


Marco Simone: Torn calf muscle. 


okeren and Eendracht Aalst are _ ting together.” 
planning a merger to help them 


survive the increasing demands 


BELGIAN CLUBS 
PLAN TO MERGE 


Aalst supporters have vented their fury 
over recent weeks at rumours of the merg- 


EDMUNDO WALKS OUT 


asco da Gama have sus- 

V pended Edmundo for 10 

days after the striker 

walked out in a huff before a key 

game with Palmeiras because his 

great rival Romario had been 
made captain. 

It is the third time Vasco have sus- 
pended their volatile player in less 
than four months, and Rio’s newspa- 
pers are filled with statements from 
Edmundo’s friends suggesting he 
will never pull on a Vasco shirt 
again. 

Edmundo lost the captaincy to 
Romario before the match with 
Palmeiras. Edmundo stormed out of 
the dressing room shortly before 
kick-off and played no part in the 2-1 
defeat. 

Vasco president Antonio Soares 
Calcada indicated he would be glad 
to see the back of Edmundo. 

“All it would take is an offer of 


ench first division leaders Monaco 


$15 million, or a loan offer of $7.5 
million,” he said. 

Edmundo had been granted a 
request for a rest after gifting 
Corinthians the World Club 
Championship with a penalty miss in 
the final. He reportedly used this 
time to hold talks with Lazio about a 
possible loan deal. 

Edmundo resumed training after 
apparently failing to agree terms 
with Lazio. “By then the coaching 
team had decided to give the captain- 
cy to Romario who had been training 
the whole time,” Calcada said. 

Edmundo Alves de Souza’s self- 
destruct button has been working 
overtime since November 1999, 
when he was suspended for refusing 
to train. 

Another suspension followed in 
December, when he complained of 
thigh pains but used the free time to 
catch up on Rio’s nightlife. 


were booked. 


Edmundo’s roller coaster career 
has seen highs with Vasco and 
Palmeiras, but frequent lows, marked 


Edmundo: Suspended, 


none LOSE STARS TO INJURY 


ential players, Argentine playmaker 
Marcello Gallardo and Italian Marco 
Simone, for an unknown period because of 
injuries they sustained in the recent ill-tem- 
pered clash with Olympique Lyon. 

Gallardo was badly hurt when crudely tack- 
led by Sonny Anderson. The Brazilian striker 
earned a red card for the challenge. 

Monaco doctors said Gallardo had a torn 
thigh ligament and would miss the club’s next 
two games at least. 


Simone, the first division’s leading scorer 
with 16 goals, has a torn calf muscle. 

“| don’t want to announce any time for their 
returns as we’re not sure. We will have to 
cope,” said coach Claude Puel. 

To add to Monaco’s woes, midfielder Sabri 
Lamouchi and striker David Trezeguet are car- 
rying injuries and will not be risked. 

Lyon rejected accusations of intentional 
rough play in the league match against Monaco. 
Anderson was dismissed and nine other players 


FOR 0 METRE RUL 


by violent outbursts both on and off 
the pitch. He joined Vasco in June 
after an unhappy 18-month spell 
with Italy’s Fiorentina. 

Immediately after the latest 
episode, Edmundo expressed interest 
in returning to Palmeiras. However, 
the Sao Paulo club showed little 
enthusiasm for the idea. 

Brazilian newspapers have sug- 
gested a move to Rio club Flamengo 
is more likely after Calcada said he 
would even consider offloading 
Edmundo to Vasco’s greatest rivals. 

Rumours about a possible deal 
with Lazio also persist, although the 
Italian club reportedly offered just $4 
million for a 12-month loan deal. 

Edmundo’s future is likely to be 
resolved when Vasco’s equally out- 
spoken director of football, Eurico 
Miranda, returns from the United 
States later this week, 


of Belgian first division soccer, a cr between the two eastern Flanders sides. ngland’s Football “In our view it has been ‘Sportsmanship and that it ly condemned in the 
spokesman for Aalst said last week. Security forces in Lokeren are gearing Association will 3 complete success and it works.” es media and were admon- 
An official announcement on the merger up for trouble when the two clubs meet in press soccer’srul- is now a question of : ‘The issee of intimida- ished by United manager 
between the the league. Lokeren mayor Georges ing body FIFA to intro- whether the board will tion of referees hit the Alex : 
two mid-table e Anthuenis has duce a rule allowing ref- change the headlines in The 10-metre rule is 
auble 48 ary millet tee ereesto move free kick law world- England used in rogby and Davies 
expected AEMMROREO= forward 10 metres to wide,” Dayid w he a ‘said he was willing for 
a ean marten punish players who dis- Davies, the Manchester England to act as a guinea 
next two the federal pate a decision or kick As Sai Unted play: PAE , 
ie alice ete the ball away. live director, ers sur- ‘The chances of this 
ees . ee The FA will ask FIFA was quoted rounded ref- ruling coming into foot- 
We've got assist local to agree to introduce the as Saying in eree Andy ball are growing. We 
money prob- (ivi) regulation at a meeting British news- D'Urso after could see this in place in 
fee Last grace next weekend of the law- : he awarded the English game by the 
Lokeren pres- Belgian cham- making International “We have a penalty to start of next season. 
ident is looking to the future,” an Aalst pionship was Board near London, fol- been behind “We are prepared to 
spokesman said. won by Genk, 11 years after the club was lowing the success of the this change all the way Middlesbrough in a offer a stage for further 
“We think that in future it'll be difficult formed through the merger of Waterschei {O-metre rule ina trial on and are supportive of it. Premier League game on development.” 
in Belgium to continue with 18 teams in and Winterslag. the British island of Our information is that it January 30. 
the first division, so we're looking at get- Jessey, has improved the level of The players were wide- 
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Oliver Blerhoff: No attraction to home, 


uventus and Italy defender 

Ciro Ferrara has called for a 

temporary ban on television 
replays of controversial incidents in 
the light of increasingly bitter argu- 
ments over refereeing decisions, 


was at the centre of the latest war of 
words after referee Pierluigi 
Collina awarded a dubious 

penalty against Inter in 


Hernan Crespo to equalise in 
Sunday’s 1-1 Serie A draw. 

Criticism of referees by 
players and coaches has 
been on the rise this sea- 
son and public confidence 
in officials appears to 
have dropped following 
the revelations that AS 
Roma gave Rolex watches 
as Christmas gifts to Serie A 
officials. 

A recent survey in an Italian 
sports magazine claimed that around 
half of Italian supporters felt that ref- 
erees were biased. 

Sunday’s incident was replayed 
scores of times on Italian television 
programmes prompting Ferrara to 


Inter Milan coach Marcello Lippi . 


world.” 
i i ie ke With huge sections of 
injury time allowing Parma’s Italy’s sports press giving 


Di CANIO TO 


he Bundesliga is not 
Tevet to foreign stars 

because the salaries are 
much lower in Germany than in 
other top European nations, 
Germany captain Oliver 
Bierhoff said. 

“Germany will remain (only) a 
stopover for foreigners as long as 
others pay twice as much,” the AC 
Milan striker said, 


NO REPLAYS SAIS FEXMARA 


suggest that it was time to call a halt 
on the constant playback of refereeing 
mistakes, 

“We could try putting such replays 
on hold for one Sunday,” said Ferrara. 
“It would help towards a general rec- 
onciliation and put the emphasis back 
on the skills and technique of the 

most beautiful game in the 


prime space to arguments 
over refereeing decisions 
Ferrara called for restraint 
on the part of the media, 

“T think journalists 
could play a part by keep- 
ing quiet for a week, 
rather than continuing with 
the typical coverage of a 

match which simply seems 
to come down to refereeing 
mistakes and fails to take into 

account the real substance of a 

match, 

“Tn this way everyone could relax a 
bit. Of course arguments will contin- 
ue, but if we carry on like this refer- 
ees won't be able to do their work in 
peace. We have to accept that referees 


Salaries and transfer fees in 
Germany are much lower than in 
England, Italy or Spain. 

Bayer Leverkusen’s Emerson 
and French internationals Youri 
Djorkaeff and Bixente Lizarazu, 
who play for Kaiserslautern and 


clubs should invest their money 
better, said the only Bundesliga 
outfit to belong to the European 
elite was Bayern Munich, 
“Bayern are really the only 
ones. They are constantly present 


Ciro Ferrara: Ban replays. 


Ns he TWO MATCH BAN 


Bayern Munich respectively, are 

among the few top foreign players 

in the German first division. 
Bierhoff, who thought German 


on the European scene because the 
club has been managed seriously 
for years.” 


also can make mistakes,” he said. 

The proposal has received a mixed 
reaction from leading figures in 
Italian sports television, 

Giovanni Bruno, director of the 
sports section of state television Rai 
said that he considered Ferrara’s sug- 
gestion to be a good idea, “We can try 
but it is a difficult proposal because 
replays are part of our daily coverage, 
but in general I agree with it.” 

But Ettore Rognoni, sports director 
of the commercial Mediaset channels, 
said he thinks Ferrara’s proposal 
would be counter-productive. 

“Replays serve to clarify contro- 
versial incidents, without them you 
would have only arguments, We need 
to clear up incidents otherwise they 
will always stay in doubt,” he said. 

Juventus coach Carlo Ancelotti 
believes television can help in another 
way - to end the practice of pitch-side 
interviews with coaches and players 
immediately after the final whistle. 

“These interviews at the end of a 
match are a trap,” said Ancelotti, “We 
should abolish them because they 
make the coach speak when he is still 
wound-up from the game.” 


ir 


FACE CHARGE 


est Hum’s Italian forward Paolo di Canio 
has been charged with misconduct by 
English soccer chiefs after allegedly muk- 


ing un insulting gesture 
in a Premier League 
clash with Aston Villa 


The English PA said 
that it had studied phote- 
graphic evidence of the 
match on January 15 
before making the charge, 

The Italian has must 
respond to the allegation 
by February 24, 


FOR CHAIRMAN Math 


azio’s Yugoslav 
|: efender 
tsa 


death threat received by Hertha 

Berlin chairman Robert Schwan 

prompted the German First 
Division soccer club to call off its super- 
visory board meeting. 

Schwan said someone had called his sec- 
retary and told her that he would be killed 
if he did not step down, 

“T will not let anyone frighten me,” said 


Sion 
Mihajlovic 


the 78-year-old Schwan, who hired two [gNOuePIL 
bodyguards to protect him. Said. 

A new supervisory board is due to be 
elected in May. 


Hertha are seventh in the 18-team divi- 


league 
sion. § 


been banned for 
two matches for 
punching an oppo- 


nent, the Italian 
League 


Mihajlovic 
missed the Italian 
leaders’ 
home clash with 


Parma last week- 
end and_ their 
tricky visit to 
champions AC 
Milan a week later. 

The Yugoslav 
dead-ball expert 
was sent off in the 
79th minute of 
Lazio’s 4-2 win at 
Torino for punch- 
ing striker Marco 
Ferrante. 


has 


UEFA CUP 

Juventus : $5.00 
Parma $7.50 
Roma $8.00 
‘Leeds $12.00 
Dep La Coruna $15.00 
Borussia Dorimund $15.00 
Monaco $17.00 
Celta Vigo $17.00 
Atletico Madrid 
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First Round finished It in Group A): * 


Acera: Ghana Drew 1-1 (Mare-Vivien Foe) 
Accra: Ivory Coast Won 3-0 (Raymond Kalla, 


Accra: Algeria Won 2: aa 


Seanifesl 
Accra: “oir FO Mom.) 


Cameroon's Rigobert Song: in action against 
Tunisia in the semi-final. 


SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


aaa 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


OFFICE: 
15-17 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE NSW 2037 
PH: (02) $660 5736 FAX: (02) 9692 064! 
BRANCH: 


236A Illawarra Road, 
> MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204 
PH: (02) 9558 2202 
FAX; (02) 8559 2551 
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First Round (finished Ist Group D): 

Tunisia Won 4-2 (Okocha 2, Ikpeba 2) 
_ bagos: cee 
Lagos Seep Won 2 thon, 
Lagos: Pye mee ets 


Quarterfinal 


RIVER PL 


amon Diaz quit as coach of 

Argentine champions River 

late last week, two days 

before the start of the new Clausura 

season, after the club rejected his 
requests for new players. 

“My ideas and beliefs don’t match the 
club’s new strategy, so for that reason 
and for the good of River I have present- 
ed my irreversible resignation,” Diaz 
said. 

The 40-year-old Diaz, a former River 
Plate star who later played for Fiorentina 
and Napoli in Italy, is the most success- 
ful coach in River Plate’s history. 

Under his leadership, the side have 
won four local championships and one 
Copa Libertadores South American title. 

The club said they had no immediate 
replacement lined up. Diaz’s frustration 
became public after a loss to a youth 
side fielded by rivals Boca Juniors in a 
summer warmup tournament and he 
accused management of breaking 
promises. 

One Argentine radio station linked the 
coach with his former Italian club 
Fiorentina, whose players include 


resident? Famous actor?» 
No thanks, young Italians 
say, | want te be a foot- 


baller. 
According to a radio station poll 


13 and 20 dream of becoming top 
soccer players. 

In second place, with 31 percent 
of the vote, came a career in rock 
music. 

The attraction of a soccer career 


ITALIANS DREAM OF SUCCESS. 


released last week, 42 percent of 
ltalian males between the ages of 


AFRICAN CHAMPIONS 


-ROAD TO GLORY 


The road to the African Nations Cup final for Cameroon and Nigeria. — 


Nigerla’s Finidl beoips: Flying challenge in 
the 2-0 Semi-final victory over South Africa. 


Ramon Diaz: Requests rejected. 


Argentine international striker Gabriel 
Batistuta. 

River Plate played Instituto de 
Cordoba in their first match of the new 
season over the weekend. 


‘was not the prospect of million-dol- 
lar contracts or the chance of show- 
ing their skills on the world stage, 
The lure for 39 percent of those | 
polled was the’ women who soccer | 
players were believed to attract. 

Another 12 percent were drawn 
to fame and the chance to sign | 
autographs. Only 11 percent.of the 
890 respondents said they were 
attracted by the chance to play soc- 
cer all day. 


UNITED TALK DOLLARS 


Vodafone clinch biggest sponsorship deal in world soccer 


uropean champions 

Manchester United signed a 

four-year sponsorship deal 
worth 30 million pounds ($75 mil- 
lion) with the world’s biggest 
telecommuncations firm, Vodafone 
last week, 

Vodafone will become the Premier 
League champions’ principal sponsor 
and the United kit will carry 
Vodafone’s logo from June 1 under 
probably the biggest sponsorship deal 
in world soccer. 

Under what was termed a “commer- 
cial alliance”, Vodafone will offer 
United fans mobile phones and wireless 
Internet services on which they can 
access text and audio messages from 
the club. 

In 2003/2004 the technology will be 
available to view video through mobile 
phones. Fans could then watch high- 
lights of games and archive 
footage of United greats like 
Bobby Charlton and 

George Best through 
their phones. “This 
ground-breaking 
agreement goes 
beyond a pure shirt 
sponsorship and will 
bring a new range of 
mobile information ser- 
vices to a loyal, massive 
supporter base,” said Peter 
Bamford, chief executive Vodafone UK 


Brian Laudrup: Definitely 
retired, 


LAUDRUP 
SAYS NO TO 
EURO 2000 


idfielder Brian Laudrup 

as rejected approaches 

from national team coach Bo 

Johansson to join Denmark’s 
squad for the Euro 2000 finals. 

“Thad a cosy chat with Brian and 
told him I wanted to field the 
Strongest possible team at the 
European championship finals this 
summer,” Johansson said last week. 

“Tt is a shame but Brian said he 
had not changed his mind about not 
playing any more for Denmark,” he 
said. 

Laudrup, who earned 82 caps for 
Denmark and scored 21 goals, 
retired after the 1998 World Cup in 
France where Denmark bowed out 
in the quarter-finals to Brazil. 

He plays for Ajax Amsterdam, 


Limited. 

“There is additional business poten- 
tial in the bringing together of the 
world’s largest telecommunications 
company and the world’s best-known 
football club, 

“We believe it’s a ground breaking 
commercial and strategic alliance and 
it’s an alliance that is interested in a lot 
more than just the UK.” 

Vodafone, with eight million cus- 
tomers in Britain and 42 million around 
the world, have just netted German 
nval Mannesmann for 178 billion euros 
in the world’s largest hostile takeover. 
United’s present contract with shirt 
sponsors Sharp runs out at the end of 
this season, 

“We are delighted to welcome 
Vodafone as our principal sponsor,” 
said United’s deputy chief executive 
Peter Kenyon. 

“They will bring us the capa- 

bility to provide our fans 

around the world with 

the best services giving 

them news and infor- 

mation about the 

team anywhere, any- 
time.” 

Financial analysts 

said the alliance was 

ideal for Vodafone for 

brand awareness and 

Manchester United, the 

world’s richest club, who are sure to 

see a sharp rise in shirt sales when the 


jatches min ever 
before, but fans ‘in general are 


attending matches in the last five 
years ~ are female and one in seven 
of all premiership fans are female, a 


MORE WOMEN WATCH 


chief executive said the figures 


female groups” he said. “Just 
‘Decause more women are going does 
nol mean there are more children 


Alex Ferguson: Even more 
money to help him add to the 
trophy cabinet. 


new Vodafone kit hit the shops next 
year. 

“To get their names on the front of 
the Man U shirt is a great place for 
them to advertise. From a brand aware- 
ness point of view, there’s nobody bet- 
ter for them really,” Tim Richmond, 
soccer stock analyst at Albert E, Sharp, 
said. 


The agreement includes hospitality 
access for Vodafone at United’s Old 
Trafford ground and perimeter advertis- 
ing. 


Richard Scudamore, the league's 


SOCCER ANGERS ITALIAN RUGBY 


fhe Italian Rugby Federation 

have condemned a plan to play 

third division soccer matches on 
a freshly-laid pitch in the Rome stadi- 
um where Italy are due to face England 
in the Six Nations championship. 

The Federation warned last week that 
overuse, especially if the weather is poor, 
could ruin the pitch for the England 
match on March 18 when Italy will try to 
repeat their impressive debut 34-20 victo- 
ty against Scotland. 

“This Federation can only express its 
astonishment at the choice made by the 
authorities, given that the Flaminio stadi- 


um was the scene of a great sporting 
event just a few days ago when the 
Azzurri wrote one of the most memorable 
pages in the history of Italian sport,” the 
Federation said in a statement. 

The Federation said it feared playing a 
soccer match on the pitch, where the new 
turf had not yet properly settled, could 
“seriously affect if not prejudice the fit- 
ness of the Flaminio for the Italy-England 
maich if the weather is bad”. 

“The Federation had been given clear 
guarantees that the Flaminio stadium 
would be allowed to ‘rest’ until the 
England match,” the statement said, 


# All times are Australian Eastern Standard Summer Time 


Optus Vision (C7 Sport 12) 
10pm - 11pm 


Thursday February 17 
Soccer Central 

Optus Vision (C7 Sport 12) 
9pm - 10pm 


Cpls Vision (C7 Sport 19) 
10am - 12pm 


English Premier League (Replay) 
SBS TV 

5.30pm - 6.30pm 

English FA Cup Q/F (LIVE) 

Fox Sports 

Zam - 4am 


English FA Cup Q/F (Replay) 
Fox Sports 2 
Ipm - 3pm 
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Arsenal 0 Liverpool 1, Chelsea 3 Wimbledon 1, 
Coventry City 3 Sunderland 2, Everton 2 Derby 
County 1, Leeds United | Tottenham Hotspur 0, 
Newcastle United 3 Manchester United 0, Sheffield 
Wednesday 0 Southampton !, Watford | Leicester 
City 1, West Ham United 5 Bradford City 4. 


P WDLFA Pts 
1,Manchester Utd 24 165 3 5631 53 
2. Leeds United 4 162 6 3928 50 
3. Liverpool 2 145 6 3821 47 
4, Arsenal 25°13 “Seve 4sn26" 44 
5. Chelsea % 127 6 3B 4B 
6. Sunderland 25 11 6 8 41 36 39 
7. Everton B99 7 4235 % 
8. Tottenham 2 10 5 10 34 29 35 
9. WestHam United 24 9 8 7 3431 35 
10. Leicester City 25 10 5 10 35 36 35 
11. Aston Villa 49 78 62 3 
12.Coventry City 24 8 8 8 3529 32 
13, Newcastle Utd 25 S> Testeasesi- 31 
14, Southampton 2448 5 I 29 38 29 
15. Wimbledon % 6 109 35 43 28 
16. Middlesbrough 23 8 4 IL 25 33 28 
17. Derby County 25 6 6 13 27 38 24 
18. Bradford City 25 6 6 13°25 41 24 
19. Sheffield Wed 25 4 5 16 23 51 17 
20, Watford 25 40 eS 55a S 
LEADING SCORERS: 


22 - Kevin Phillips (Sunderland) 

16 - Alan Shearer (Newcastle United) 

15 - Andy Cole (Manchester United) 

12 - Michael Bridges (Leeds United), Kevin Campbell 
(Everton), Paolo Di Canio (West Ham United) 

11 - Dwight Yorke (Manchester United), Robbie 
Keane (Coventry City) 

9 - Dion Dublin (Aston Villa), Steffen Iversen 
(Tottenham Hotspur), Tony Cottee (Leicester City), 
Tore Andre Flo (Chelsea), Niall Quinn (Sunderland) 

8 - John Hartson (Wimbledon), Davor Suker (Arsenal), 
Thierry Henry (Arsenal), Marians Pahars 
(Southampton) 

7 - Muzzy Izzet (Leicester City), Nwankwo Kanu 
(Arsenal), Brian Deane (Middlesbrough), Michael 
Owen (Liverpool), Tim Sherwood (Tottenham 
Hotspur), Carl Cort (Wimbledon), Gary McAllister 
(Coventry City), Marcus Gayle (Wimbledon), Titi 
Camara (Liverpool) 

6 - Rory Delap (Derby County), Hamilton Ricard 
(Middlesbrough), Francis Jeffers (Everton), Emile 
Heskey (Leicester City), Patrik Berger (Liverpool), 
Gilles de Bilde (Sheffield Wednesday), Gustavo Poyet 
(Chelsea), Harry Kewell (Leeds United), Duncan 
Ferguson (Everton), Trevor Sinclair (West Ham 
United), Frank Lampard (West Ham United). 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIV ONE 


Birmingham 2 Bolton 1, Blackburn.0 Swindon 0, 
Charlton 2 Wolverhampton 0, Crystal Palace 1 Sheff 


Utd t, Grimsby 2 Port Vale 0, Ipswich 2 Huddersfield’ 


1, Man City 3 Norwich 1, Portsmouth 0 Fulham 1, 
QPR | Stockport !, Walsall 0 Nottm Forest 2, West 
Brom | Crewe 0. 


P WODL F APTS 
1. Charlton 30 20 5 5 57 29 65 
2. Man City 30 19 4 7 50 24 61 
3. Ipswich Sl Shes 52530a) 
4. Barnsley 31 175 9 61 46 56 
5, Huddersfield 31 15 6 10 48 34 51 
6. Birmingham 30 13.8 9 44 35 47 
7. Wolverhampton 31 12 109 40 36 46 
8. Fulham 30TH P27) 27.25: 45 
9. Stockport 31 11 10 10 36 42 43 
10. Bolton 30 11 9 10 40 34 42 
11. QPR 31.10 129 40 37 42 


30 


Excludes Monday games 


12. Blackburn 29 HE 8e 36°33 


13. Grimsby 3} 7 13 36 49 

14. Norwich 30 1 9 Il 29 34 39 
15. Sheff Utd 31 10 9 12 40 46 39 
16. Tranmere 30 10 7 13 40 43 37 
17. Crystal Palace 31 9 10 12 44 50 37 
18. Nottm Forest 31 8 9 14 33 40 33 
19. West Brom 31 6 15 10 26 34 33 
20. Portsmouth 31.7 9 «+15 35 46 30 
21. Walsall 3H77), 9 15 3384930 
22. Crewe 31 7 8 16 30.42 29 
23. Port Vale 6 10 14 32 41 28 
24. Swindon SISSeeety 2651020 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIV TWO 


Blackpool | Bristol City 2, Bournemouth 0 Burnley 1, 
Bristol Rovers 1 Scunthorpe 1, Bury 1 Luton 0, Cardiff 
1 Brentford 1, Chesterfield 0 Preston 1, Notts County 2 
Wrexham 1, Oldham 1 Gillingham 3, Reading 2 
Millwall 0, Stoke 1 Cambridge 0, Wigan 0 Colchester 
1, Wycombe 0 Oxford 1 


P WODUL F APTS 
1, Preston 29 18 8 3 5325 62 
2. Bristol Rovers 30 18 6 6 47 24 60 
3. Wigan 29 15 122 49 24 57 
4. Burnley 29.15 9 5 41 24 54 
5, Millwall 31°15 9 7 44 33 (54 
6. Stoke 31 149 8 4231 51 
7. Gillingham 28 147 7 5034 49 
8. Notts County 30 147 9 «+43 31 «49 
9. Brentford 3 12:8 «1 40 41 44 
10. Luton 31 12 7 12 43 43 43 
11. Bristol City 30 9 147 36 32 41 
12. Wycombe 30 10 9 11 38 38 39 
13. Bournemouth 31 11 6 14 42 46 39 
14. Bury 28 9 118 42 36 38 
15. Oldham 30 10.7 13 32 36 37 
16. Colchester 31 10 7 14 40 58 37 
17. Reading 30 7 «+L 12 37 48 32 
18. Wrexham 30 7 10 13 30 45 31 
19, Scunthorpe 30 7 9 14 28 46 30 
20. Oxford 30 7 7 16 25 46 28 
21, Cardiff 30 5 «12:13 28 41 27 
22. Blackpool BilpeeeeLUn1O 32 eee25) 
23, Chesterfield 30.4 10 16 17 35 22 
24. Cambridge 28.4 9 15 33 43 21 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIV THREE 


Cheltenham 0 Swansea, Brighton 1 Plymouth 1, 
Carlisle vy Northampton (postponed), Chester 0 Hull 0, 
Exeter 1 Darlington 4, Halifax 0 Rochdale 2, Lincoln 2 
Torquay 1, Macclesfield 2 Barnet 0, Peterborough 1 
Mansfield 0, Shrewsbury 1 Leyton Orient 0, Southend 


2 Hartlepool 1, York 1 Rotherham 2 

P WOLF A Pts 
1, Rotherham 31 18 6 7 5021 60 
2. Swansea 305890 6=7, 33820" 157 
3. Barnet 31 16 8 7 45 34 56 
4. Darlington 30:15 9 6 44 23 54 
5. Northampton 30 147.9 39 28 49 
6. Hartlepool 31 15 4 12 41 33 49 
7. Rochdale 30 147 9 34 26 49 
8. Peterborough 29 14 6 9 40 37 48 
9. Macclesfield 31 13.6 12 43 41 45 
10. Mansfield 31 13 6 12 40 39 45 
11. Torquay 30 12 8 10 43 35 44 
12. Plymouth 29 11 117 37 31 «44 
13. Cheltenham SO mele) 1d 31299: 
14, Halifax Silks vA epee), Sree) 
15. Southend 31 11 7 «13 43 48 40 
16. Hull 30 10 9 11 30 28 39 
17. Lincoln 29 10 8 11 45 48 38 
18. Brighton 31.9 10 12 40 37 37 
19, Leyton Orient 31 9 7 15 32 38 34 


20, Exeter 31 
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21. York 7 9 IS 29 44 30 
22. Shrewsbury M7 7 (16 24 42 28 
23. Carlisle 2 5 7 I7 2649 2 
24. Chester 3k: SD), 21.27 6, 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Dundee 0 Celtic 3, Hearts vy Aberdeen Postponed), 
Kilmarnock 0 Motherwell 2. 

P WD UL F APTS 
1. Rangers 20 163 1 5616 51 
2. Celtic 21 142 5 5920 44 
3. Motherwell Dee Smee 328 35m 2, 
4. Dundee Utd 21> Seema tee 2503331 
5. Hibernian 225 MEO e3453700 27 
6, Hearts LO Roc) oe Sil S02 
7. Dundee De 2 eel 2 2453329) 
8. St Johnstone 710 Sent) 2A 
9, Aberdeen 214 4 13 23 62 16 
10. Kilmarnock 22 OM IS RSS: 


LEADING SCORERS: 

20 - Mark Viduka (Celtic) 

12 - Billy Dodds (Rangers, 9 for Dundee United) 

10 - John Spencer (Motherwell) 

9 - Michael Mols (Rangers), Gary McSwegan (Hearts) 
8 - Jorg Albertz (Rangers), Nathan Lowndes (St 
Johnstone), Willie Falconer (Dundee), Kenny Miller 
(Hibernian) 

7 - Henrik Larsson (Celtic), Russell Latapy 
(Hibernian), Eyal Berkovic (Celtic), Rod Wallace 
(Rangers) 

6 - Jonatan Johannson (Rangers), Lee McCulloch 
(Motherwell), Lubomir Moravcik (Celtic), Colin 
Cameron (Hearts) 

5 - Dirk Lehmann (Hibernian), Christophe Cocard 
(Kilmarnock), Mixu Paatelainen (Hibernian) 

4 - Claudio Reyna (Rangers), Franck Sauzee 
(Hibernian), Stephane Adam (Hearts), Mark Burchill 
(Celtic), Joaquim Ferraz (Dundee United), David 
Hannah (Dundee United), Robbie Winters (Aberdeen). 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 


Clydebank v Raith (postponed), Dunfermline 1 G 
Morton 1, Falkirk 1 Ayr 0, Livingston v Airdrie 
(postponed), St Mirren 2 Invemess CT 0. 


PWOL F A Pts 
1. St Mirren 2415 5 4 53 28 50 
2, Dunfermline 2513 9 3 45 24 48 
3, Falkirk 2614 5 7 45 33 47 
4. Livingston 23:12 6 5 42 28 42 
5. Raith 24:12 6 6 42 29 42 
6. Inverness CT 25.8 8 9 40 38 32 
7. Ayr 25 8 5 12 29 35 29 
8. G Morton 25.6 6 13 37 46 24 
9. Airdrie 25.5 6 14 18 49 21 
10. Clydebank 240 4 20 14 55 4 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 


Alloa v Hamilton (postponed), Clyde 4 Stirling 1, 
Partick 5 Queen of South 4, Ross County 1 Arbroath 1, 
Stenhousemuir 1 Stranraer 1. 


PWD HL FEF A Pts 
1. Clyde 22:12 6 4 35 19 42 
2, Partick 23a ees 2) 33 
3. Ross County DT Sect le 
4. Alloa 19 7 10 2 24 19 31 
5. Arbroath 23.7 10 6 34.34 31 
6. Stranraer 23 6 12 5 30 25 30 
7, Stirling 233.8 4 11 42 43 28 
8. Stenhousemuir 22a eevee 0 2903225 
9. Hamilton 23 6 8 9 25 30 26 
10. Queen of South 23.5 4 14 30 51 19 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE DIVISION THREE 


Berwick 1 Queens Park 1, Brechin 1 Dumbarton 2, 
East Stirling 0 Cowdenbeath 4, Forfar 3 Albion 1. 


PWODL F A Pts 
1. Forfar 22 11 8 3 45 25 41 
2. Queens Park 2411 8 5 35 27 41 
3, Cowdenbeath 24.11 5 8 39 25 38 
4. Berwick 2210) JS 32s 18 37 
5. Dumbarton 2310 4 9 38 37 34 
6. East Fife 21:10 4 7 25 24 34 
7. Montrose 22-7 4 11 25 34 25 
8. East Stirling 22s 4a all ip 28a 25, 
9. Brechin PAL SOMES URS IS SIP Al 
10, Albion 22 3 5 14 20 48 14 


ITALIAN SERIE A 


Fiorentina 1 Udinese , Inter Milan 1 Torino 1, Juventus 
1 Lecce 0, Lazio 0 Parma 0, Perugia 2 AS Roma 2, 
Piacenza 0 Reggina 0, Venezia 3 Cagliari 0, Bari 1 


Verona |, Bologna 2 AC Milan 3. 

PWODL F A Pts 
1, Juventus 21:12 8 1 27 10 44 
2, Lazio 2112 7 2 40 19 43 
3. AC Milan 2111 8 2 46 27 41 
4. AS Roma 2111 6 4 44 23 39 
5. Inter Milan 21 11 4 6 38 19 37 
6. Parma 2 ay ee ee) Pe 
7. Udinese DIRS GM 33829530 
8. Fiorentina - 216 9 6 22 24 27 
9, Bari PATE i OE) DAY) 
10, Lecce 2ST S68) 297 27, 
11, Bologna TS) Beas 
12, Perugia al Te 3 SU 2 3028 
13, Torino 21S 21629522 
14, Reggina DVTARS S819 928721 
15. Venezia 215 4 12 2 35 19 
16. Verona 21 4 6 1k 18 32 18 
17. Cagliari CAL 2 Mee) SS 
18. Piacenza 21.3. 6 12 1b 25:15 
LEADING SCORERS 


16 - Andriy Shevchenko (AC Milan) 

13 - Hernan Crespo (Parma) 

12 - Gabriel Batistuta (Fiorentina), Vincenzo Montella 
(A Roma) 

11 - Christian Vieri (Inter Milan), Cristiano Lucarelli 
(Lecce), Oliver Bierhoff (Milan) 

10 - Marcelo Salas (Lazio), Roberto Muzzi (Udinese) 

9 - Filippo Inzaghi (Juventus), Marco Delvecchio 
(Roma), Marco Ferrante (Torino) 

8 - Mohamed Kallon (Reggina) 

7 - Giuseppe Signori (Bologna), Francesco Totti 
(Roma), Filippo Maniero (Venezia) 

6 - Patrick Mboma (Cagliari), Renato Olive (Perugia) 

5 - Daniele Berretta (Cagliari), Alvaro Recoba (Inter), 
Sebastian Veron and Sinisa Mihajlovic (Lazio), Martin 
Joergensen (Udinese), Maurizio Ganz (Venezia), 
Adailton (Verona) 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Alaves | Real Oviedo 0, Real Betis 2 Barcelona 1, 
Celta Vigo 4 Real Sociedad 1, Espanyol 2 Sevilla 2, 
Numancia | Deportivo Coruna 0, Racing Santander 2 
Atletico Madrid 1, Real Zaragoza 1 Rayo Vallecano 1, 
Athletic Bilbao 1 Real Mallorca 1, Real Madrid 1 
Malaga 0, Valladolid 0 Valencia 0. 


PWDHL F A Pts 


1. DeportivoCoruna = 24 13 4 «7 «42 31 43 


2. Real Zaragoza 24 10 10 4 41 25 40 
3. Barcelona 24:11 5 8 44 31 38 
4. Celta Vigo 24:12 2 10 35 30 38 
5, Alaves 24.11 5 8 27 25 38 
6, Real Madrid 39 9 5 39 37 36 


7. Athletic Bilbao 249 9 6 35 35 36 
8. Valencia 249 7 8 32 25 34 
9. Rayo Vallecano 24:10 4 10 33 33 34 
10. Numancia 24.9 7 8 33 36 34 
11. Real Mallorca 24-9> 69 32832935 
12. Real Betis 24.9 3 12 23 38 30 
13, Racing Santander = 24 7-8 9 37 35 29 
14. Malaga pre tL Beh Se 22) 
15. Atletico Madrid 248 5 WH 37 39 29 
16. Valladolid 23-78) B 22°25 29 
17. Espanyol 247 7 10 34 36 28 
18. Real Oviedo 24.7 6 IL 24 38 27 
19. Real Sociedad 24 5 10 9 26 33 25 
20. Sevilla 244 =9 il 26 38 21 
LEADING SCORERS 


21 - Salva Ballesta (Racing Santander) 

20 - Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink (Atletico Madrid) 

18 - Savo Milosevic (Real Zaragoza) 

15 - Catanha (Malaga) 

12 - Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid), Roy Makaay 
(Deportivo Coruna), Diego Tristan (Real Mallorca), 

11 - Victor Fernandez (Valladolid) 

9 - Rivaldo (Barcelona), Gaizka Mendieta (Valencia), 
Fernando Morientes (Real Madrid) 

8 - Ruben Navarro (Numancia), Dani Garcia 
(Barcelona), Juan Carlos Gomez (Sevilla), Pauleta 
Resendes (Deportivo Coruna), Dely Valdes (Real 
Oviedo), Joseba Etxeberria (Athletic Bilbao), Vassilis 
Tsartas (Sevilla), Djalminha (Deportivo Coruna) 

7 - Miguel Angel Benitez (Espanyol), Luis Figo 
(Barcelona), Rodrigo Fabri (Valladolid), Juanele 
Castano (Real Zaragoza), Patrick Kluivert (Barcelona), 
Alfonso Perez (Real Betis), Pacheta Rojo (Numancia) 
6 - Valery Karpin (Celta Vigo), Finidi George (Real 
Betis), Bolo Perez (Rayo Vallecano), Mario Turdo 
(Celta Vigo), Julio Salinas (Alaves), Manuel Canabal 
(Rayo Vallecano), Jordi Ferron, (Rayo Vallecano), 
Tum Flores (Deportivo Coruna), Alexander Mostovoi 
(Celta Vigo), Oscar de Paula (Real Sociedad) 


GERMAN FIRST DIVISION 


Hamburg SV 3 Schalke 04 1, TSV 1860 Munich 3 SC 
Freiburg 1, Borussia Dortmund 1 SSV Ulm 1, Hansa 
Rostock 1 VfL Wolfsburg 1, Bayer Leverkusen 1 VfB 
Stutigart 0, SpVgg Unterhaching 0 Bayem Munich 2, 
MSV Duisburg 2 Eintracht Frankfurt 3, Arminia 
Bielefeld 1 Kaiserslautern 2, Werder Bremen 4 Hertha 
Berlin 1. 


PWODL F A Pts 
1. Bayern Munich 20 13 4 3 39 14 43 
2. Bayer Leverkusen 20 bl eat? 40) 
3. Hamburg SV 2010 8 2 45 21 38 
4, Werder Bremen 209 5 6 41 29.32 
5. TSV 1860 Munich 20°9 75 6" 32827 32 
6. Kaiserslautern 209 3 8 26 33 30 
7, Borussia Dortmund 20 7 8 5 25 16 29 
Sequal.HerthaBerlin 20 7 7 6 26 32 28 
S equal. VAL Wolfsbug 20 7 7 6 26 32 28 
10. Schalke 04 Hi. (ud) “Seah Pp 24 
11. VfB Stuttgart 2008 3ipn9) 6231.25) 27 
12. SC Freiburg 20 6 5 9 27 28 23 
13. SSV Ulm 26 5 9 23 28 23 
14, SpVgg Unterhaching 20 6 5 9 19 24 23 
15. Hansa Rostock 20 5 7 8 26 39 22 
16. Eintracht Frankfurt «= 20 5 «2 «13 22 30 17 
17. MSV Duisburg 20 3 7 10 22 36 16 
18. Arminia Bielefeld 20 2 5 13 15 37 il 


LEADING SCORERS: 

11 - Ebbe Sand (Schalke 04) 

9 - Ailton (Werder Bremen), Adel Sellimi (SC 
Freiburg), Tony Yeboah (Hamburg SV) 

8 - Stefan Beinlich, Ulf Kirsten (both Bayer 
Leverkusen), Marco Bode (Werder Bremen), Hans- 
Joerg Butt (Hamburg SV), Martin Max (TSV 1860 
Munich) 


7 - Jonathan Akpoborie (VfL Wolfsburg), Magnus 
Arvidsson (Hansa Rostock), Claudio Pizarro (Werder 
Bremen), Elber, Paulo Sergio (both Bayern Munich), 
Michael Preetz (Hertha Berlin) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Heerenveen 0 PSV Eindhoven 3, Ajax Amsterdam 3 
Willem II Tilburg 1, Vitesse Amhem 3 Feyenoord 3, 
Graafschap Doetinchem 1 Utrecht 2, Den Bosch 0 
Twente Enschede 0, Cambuur Leeuwarden 0 Fortuna 
Sittard 0, NEC Nijmegen 1 AZ Alkmaar 2. 


PWODL F A Pts 
1. PSV Eindhoven 22:16 2 «4 «68 17 50 
2. Ajax Amsterdam 2113 4 4 5431 4 
3. Feyenoord 2112 7 2 42 24 43 
4, Twente Enschede 2111 8 2 36 19 41 
5. Heerenveen 21:13 2 6 39 23 41 
6. Vitesse Amhem 2211 7 4 43 32 40 
7. AZ Alkmaar 2212 2 8 43 36 38 
8, Willem II Tilburg 2110 4 7 35 38 34 
9, Roda JC Kerkrade 207103 733) 27°33 
10. RKC Waalwijk 2110 2 9 31 39 32 
11. Utrecht 219 1 il 34 39 28 
12. Sparta Rotterdam 20 6 2 12 28 44 20 
13. Graafschap Doet. 22.4 8 10 26 36 20 
14. MVV Maastricht 214 4 13 27 45 16 
15. NEC Nijmegen 21 4 4 13 25 43 16 
16. Fortuna Sittard 245:35;6. 12 25 36 15 
17, Cambuur Leeuwarden 20 2 5 13 17 41 11 
18. Den Bosch 2225 Seal Sie20u SGU) 
LEADING SCORERS: 


27 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (PSV Eindhoven) 

20 - Pierre van Hooijdonk (Vitesse Arnhem) 

12 - Richard Knopper (Ajax Amsterdam) Jan 
Vennegoor of Hesselink (Twente Enschede) Luc Nilis 
(PSV) 

11 - Mariano Bombarda (Willem I Tilburg) John 
Bosman (AZ Alkmaar) Nikos Machlas (Ajax) Bob 
Peeters (Roda JC Kerkrade) 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Club Bruges 1 Harelbeke 2, Charleroi } Standard Liege 
4, Beveren 0 Ghent 1, Verbroedering Geel 0 Germinal 
Beerschot 2, Lokeren 5 Eendracht Aalst 1, Sint- 
Truiden 0 Anderlecht 4, Lommel 0 Mechelen 2, Lierse 
7 Westerlo 0, Excelsior Mouscron 5 Genk 0. 


PWODL E A Pts 
1. Anderlecht 22:15 6 1 57 23 51 
2. Standard Liege 23:14 2 7 53 36 44 
3. Club Bruges P2mismesunomes 2a sn 42 
4. Lierse 23:12 5 6 48 29 41 
5. Ghent 23:13 1 9 56 44 40 
6. Excelsior Mouscron 23 12 4 7 51 34 40 
7, Genk 2311 6 6 47 36 39 
8.Germinal Beerschot 22 11 5 6 40 32 38 
9. Westerlo 39 6 8 44 53 33 
10. Mechelen 23 10 2 1 39 53 32 
11, Lokeren 228 5 9 42 45 29 
12. Eendracht Aalst 23.9 2 12 42 48 29 
13. Harelbeke 23.7 4 12 45 46 25 
14. Beveren 23 $06) 12592 48.21 
15. Charleroi 23.5 6 12 27 45 21 
16. Sint-Truiden 23.5 4 14 22 49 19 
17. Verbroedering Geel 23 2 9 12 16 42 15 
18. Lommel 23.1 10 12 22 49 13 
LEADING SCORERS: 


20 - Ole-Martin Aarst (Ghent) 

19 - Toni Brogno (Westerlo) 

16 - David Paas (Harelbeke) 

15 - Jan Koller (Anderlecht) Marcin Zewlakow 
(Excelsior Mouscron) 

12 - Eric Van Meir (Lierse) 


day games 


bors pores 


FRENCH CUP SECOND ROUND 


(Roman numerals in parentheses denote non-league 
championship sides): Olympique Lyon | Troyes 0, 
Montceau-les-Mines (VI) 0 Nantes 6, Red Star (IIT) 1 
Le Havre 0, Olympique Marseille 3 Gueugnon (II) 4, 
Thovars (III) 1 Monaco 2, Porto-Vecchio (IV) | 
Girondins Bordeaux 4, Les Herbiers (V) 0 Stade 
Rennes 4, Calais (IV) 3 Langon-Castets (V) 0, Pontivy 
(IV) 2 Valence (11) 1, Beaume-les-Dames (V) 0 Paris 
St Germain 2, Nimes (11) 1 Toulouse (If) 0, St Quentin 
(IV) 1 Metz 3, after extra time. HT: 1-0, Full time: 1-1, 
St Etienne 0 Lorient (II) 0 a.e.t., Lorient won 4-3 on 
penalties, Niort (Il) 0 Cannes (If) 3, Amiens (II) 1 
Laval (I) 1 a.e.t., FT: 0-0, Amiens won 5-4 on 
penalties, Besancon (III) 2 Racing Strasbourg 2 a.e.t., 
HT: 1-1, FT: 1-1, Strasbourg won 4-2 on penalties. 


YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISION 


Sutjeska Niksic 0 Cukaricki Belgrade 0, Radnicki Nis 2 
Hajduk Belgrade 0, Spartak Subotica 1 Proleter 
Zrenjanin 3, Radnicki Kragujevac 2 Vojvodina Novi 
sad 1, OFK Beograd Belgrade 1 Hajduk Kula 0, Rad 
Belgrade 2 Obilic Belgrade 3, Buducnost Podgorica 4 
Mogren Budva 1, Zemun Belgrade 0 Sartid Smederevo 


0, Zeleznik Belgrade 2 Milicionar Belgrade 2, Red Star 
Belgrade 4 Borac Cacak 0. 

PWODUL F A Pts 
1. Obilic 21:18 2 1 42 14 56 
2. Partizan 20 16am oath 5) 
3. Red Star PAL Gy sy ta 8) 1) al) 
4. Milicionar PAW OT Seti FLL Dale a 
5, Rad 21 8 6 7 33°28-30 
6. Buducnost 200% 3 ger 22830 
7. Zeleznik 2) & 6 TP edisc3050 
8, OFK Beograd Dh BiG © P30) 31030: 
9. Sutjeska 4 aisha He we 
10. Radnicki (K) 2) 8 5 8.72) 2629 
IL. Vojvodina cer 2 1 28 2926 
12. Radnicki (N) 21 8 2 11 28 30 26 
13. Cukaricki 207 5 8 21 24 26 
14, Proleter 216 8 7 20 23 26 
15. Zemun 21 7 5 9 2636-26 
16. Hajduk (B) 21 7251253540" 23 
17. Hajduk (K) ZI Geel Se23)23 
18. Mogren 216 4 937922 
19. Sartid 21 4 Sin 18°28 17 
20. Spartak 21.4 5 12 14 36 17 
21. Borac 21.3 3 15 26 47 12 
LEADING SCORERS: 


14 - Bogic Popovic (Hajduk Belgrade) 

13 - Sasa Nic (Partizan Belgrade) 

12 - Mateja Kezman (Partizan) 

11 - Milan Radojicic (Milicionar Belgrade) 

10 - Branko Jelic (Red Star Belgrade), Malesija 
Vojvoda (Radnicki Nis), Mihajlo Pjanovic (Red Star) 

9 - Gabrijel Radojicic (Obilic Belgrade), Nemanja 
Dancetovic (Milicionar) 


PORTUGUES PREMIER LEAGUE 


Farense 1 Maritimo 0, Braga 4 Campomaiorense 1, 
Alverca | Belenenses 1, Gil Vicente 1 Vitoria 
Guimaraes 0, Estrela Amadora 0 Sporting Lisbon 0, 
Rio Ave 2 Porto 2, Boavista 0 Uniao Leiria 1, Santa 
Clara 0 Salgueiros 0. 


PWODL F A Pts 
1. Porto 21146 «1 «44:11:48 
2. Sporting Lisbon 2114 5 2 3717 47 
3. Benfica 20 12.5. 3227S 4h 
4, Vitoria Guimaraes 21 11 4 6 33 22 37 
5. Boavista 21:10 4 7 22:17 34 
6. Maritimo 21 9 6.623 16,33 
7. Gil Vicente 2Y Bio by pe 2e22030 
8. Belenenses 21 6 11 4 24 18 29 
9. Estrela Amadora 216 9 6 21 21 27 
10. Alverca 2 tid 9 2328 26 


11. Braga 21:73 =H 26 30 24 
12. Salgueiros 216 4 It 16 26 22 
13. Rio Ave 2075 7, 924832022 
14, Campomaiorense 2hes—S— 1 Se31520 
15. Uniao Leiria 214 8 9 18 25 20 
16, Farense 21 4 8 9 16 37 20 
17. Santa Clara 21S 3S) 10217 
18. Vitoria Setubal 20.3 4 13 14 35 13 


GREEK FIRST DIVISION 


Panionios Athens 0 Olympiakos Piraeus 1, 
Panathinaikos 1 AEK Athens 0, Xanthi 1 OFI Jraklion 
1, Iraklis Salonika 2 Kavala 1, Paniliakos Pyrgos 2 
Apollon Athens 1, Proodeftiki Piraeus 2 Ionikod 
Piraeus 2, Ethnikos Astir 1 Trikala 0, Kalamata 1 
PAOK Salonica 1. 


PWODOL F A Pts 
1. Olympiakos Piraeus 1917 0 2 53 14 SI 
2, Panathinaikos 1916 2 1 49 13 50 
3. OF] Iraklion 1913 4 2 35 21 43 
4. Iraklis Salonika 191002. 7 33827 32 
5. AEK Athens 199 4 6 34 23 31 
6. PAOK Salonika Way 75 30623,28 
7, Paniliakos Pyrgos 19 8 4 7 26 20 28 
8. Panionios Athens 19°59 1 9 30) 37 28 
9. Aris Salonika 187 5 6 24 20 26 
10. Xanthi 19.6). Fiby 20:22,.25 
11. Ethnikos Asti Athens 19 7 2 10 17 26 23 
12. Ionikos Piraeus 19 3 10 6 18 25 19 
13. Panahaiki Patras 1604 5°99 1625017 
14. Kavala 19 4 4 11 19 33 16 
15. Kalamata 19 3 6 10 19 39 15 
16. Apollon Athens 19 3 5 11 14 28 14 
17. Proodeftiki Piraeus 19 3 § 11 12 29 14 
18, Trikala 19 3 3 13 13 36 12 


ISRAELI FIRST DIVISION 


Maccabi Herzliya | Maccabi Netanya 0, Hapoel 
Jerusalem 0 Ashdod SC 1, Maccabi Haifa 1 Maccabi 
Tel Aviv 2, Bnei Yehuda Tel Aviv 2 Betar Jerusalem 
1, Hapoel Petah Tikva 1 Ironi Rishon Lezion 0, Hapoel 
Kfar Sava 2 Maccabi Petah Tikva 2, 


PWODL F A Pts 
1, Hapoel Tel Aviv 2317 3 3 53 16 54 
2. Maccabi Haifa 24:16 6 2 55 19 54 
3, Hapoel Petah Tikva 24 15 3 6 39 25 48 
4, Hapoel Haifa 2311 9 3 39 20 42 
5, Betar Jerusalem 2411 8 5 42 33 41 
6. Maccabi Petah Tikva 23 11 4 8 31 30 37 
7. Ashdod SC DAS SOS es tes0s 32 
8. Maccabi Tel Aviv 249 5 10 30 23 28 
9. Bnei Yehuda 245 8 IL 21 39 23 
10. Hapoel KfarSava 24: 5-7 «(12 «27 42 22 
11.Ironi Rishon Lezion 24 4 9 If 22 44 21 
12. Maccabi Netanya 24 5 5 14 29 47 20 
13. Maccabi Herzliya 244 5 15 21 48 17 
14. Hapoel Jerusalem 23.4 2 17 18 42 14 


AFRICAN NATIONS CUP FINAL 


Nigeria 2 Cameroon 2, after extra time. Score at 90 
minutes, 2-2. Cameroon win 4-3 on penalties. Third 
place match South Africa 2 Tunisia 2. South Africa 
win 4-3 on penalties. 


LEADING SCORERS: 

§ - Shaun Bartlett (South Africa) 

4 - Patrick Mboma, Samuel Eto’o (Cameroon) 

3 - Hossam Hassan (Egypt), Julius Aghahowa, Austin 
Okocha (Nigeria) 

2 - Abdelhafid Tasfaout (Algeria), Ousmane Sanou 
(Burkina Faso), Marc-Vivien Foe (Cameroon), Kwame 
Ayew (Ghana), Victor Ikpeba, Tijani Bagandiga 
(Nigeria), Henri Camara (Senegal), Siyabonga 
Nomvete (South Africa), Ali Zitouni (Tunisia) 

1 - Farid Ghazi, Billel Dziri, Fawzi Moussouni 
(Algeria), Alassane Ouedraogo, Ismael Koudou 
(Burkina Faso), Raymond Kalla (Cameroon), Yasser 
Radwan, Ahmed Salah Hosni, Hani Ramzi, 
Abdulhalim Ali (Egypt), Chiva Nzighou, Bruno 
Mbanangoye (Gabon), Otto Addo (Ghana), Tchirresoa 
Guel; Donald-Olivier Sie, Bonaventure Kalou (Ivory 
Coast), Salaheddine Bassir (Morocco). 
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Seat Lie GUE 


Re ie es eee Eee 


ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 


CANBERRA COSMOS 
SYDNEY UNITED 


CANBERRA COSMOS 0 


Venue: Suncorp Stadium. Crowd: 3,123. Referee: C. Diomis. 
Cautions: Meredith (BS) 14, Polak (CC) 17, Popovich (CC) 23, Hamilton 


ie James (CC) 78. Bell (BS) 90 

‘eams: Brisbane Strikers: Duke  Guynne, Ditton, Hews, McLaren, 
Nom aaa Grierson, Haris Pic 67), Meredith Baldwin (Bell 81). 
Canberra Cosmos: Barlow, Popovich, Polak {Milin 90), Winnie, Arranz, 
Loma , James, Kolpak (Watkins 73), Prenzoski (Clark 78), Hooker, 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
(Buonavoglia 35, 50, Angievski 80, Tancheski 87) 
SPIRIT 


| (Lyons 85) 
Cantons: Won 39, Crowd: 6,978 Referee: G, Connolly. 


‘eams: Newcastle Breakers: 
ee 1 es rh 7, Wisin. Eupeogie Ovens {Tancheski 


Nectheen Splets Pero, Eos: Enes, Sobczyk, Bilokapic, Moss {Snyder 55), 
ia i aati Slater, Cunico, T Cranney, Griffiths (Prentice 82), S 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 

(Viahos 30) 

AUCKLAND KINGZ 

(Van Steeden 3, Silva 13, Ngata 73) 

Venue: Bob Jane Stadium. riggmdent = -pertnts sreeze. 
Cautions: (SM) 34, iomonee 


Stadium. Crowd: 2,262. Referee: B. Hugo. 
(PP) 17, Homi ACP 21, Griffiths (PP) 23, Veart 


| 20 | 4 fe ls | 
Peas ame Sen eee 


10 | 1 | 


SYDNEY OL 

(Emerton 27, Baillie 81) 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
(Mennillo 13, Ceccoli 48) 


Neen Seat eee Crowd: 5,638. Referee: S. Micallef. 
Cautions: Lahanas (WW) 81, Emerton (SO) 83. 

Teams: Sydney Olympic: Bouhoutsos, Baillie, Juric, Zoricich, Wilson, 
a ee ee Tome, Arambasic 


teen acne Rech Readiconi D. Ceryinski, Stanton, Souris, Blake: 
Mennillo {Lahanas 78), Huxiey (Spencer 75), Ceccoli, Reid {Surjan 84), 


Marconi . , 
Z. Babic, Farah, Di Gia (Invincinble 67), Duric, Trajanovski, Zoric (McDonald 


52) 


KNIGHTS 
(Magdic 63, Rados 90) 


Venue; Perth Oval. Crowd: 11,270. Referee: E. 
Cautions: Urlovic (MK) 60, Reda (MK) 61, sic OK) 62. "Boulsienis 


(PG) 63. 
Teams: Perth Glory: Petkovic, Trajkovski, Miller, Naven, Valle (Afkos 
76), Junior, Halpin, Ergic (Carbone 82), Edwards, Buljan (Schwertz 74), 


Melbourne Knights: John, Kovacevic, Banini, Abbas, Magdic, 
po ince hes Reda (Matkovic 72), Urlovic (Rados 64), Silic, Rajher 


ABSW PLAYER | 
OF THE YEAR 


(PROGRESSIVE POINTS) 
TURN TO PAGE 13 


